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DA shifts policy on pot crimes
Ravitch says old convictions
will now be evaluated for
dismissal without a petition
BY KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sonoma County District Attorney
Jill Ravitch abruptly changed course
Monday, deciding her office will begin reviewing past marijuana-related crimes to reduce or expunge
eligible convictions after saying last
month it would not.

The policy shift was issued late
Monday afternoon after what she
said was further consideration related to the 75 or so petitions the office
had already received from people
seeking to dismiss a conviction, or
to have a felony dropped to a misdemeanor. The chance at reclassifying
these crimes was part of Proposition 64, which voters passed in 2016
to legalize recreational cannabis for
adults 21 years old and up.
Ravitch, who is running for
re-election this year, said in February her office would not follow the

lead of other California counties,
including San Francisco and San
Diego, in proactively evaluating old
cases. At that time, she stated her
50-attorney department did not have
the resources to research an estimated 3,000 prior convictions, but would,
instead, review individual petitions
as they were filed.
“What I kept hearing is so many
people would not go through that
process, either because they didn’t
understand it or they didn’t have
the money, or they just didn’t have
the wherewithal to follow through,”

Ravitch said. “It’s still a resource issue, but we’ve juggled our resources
and are doing what we can to make
this a more seamless process.”
The two-page petition process was
designed so a person could complete
it without a lawyer, and there was no
fee for submission. While someone
with a misdemeanor could petition
to have the case dismissed and then
request their record be expunged, a
person with a felony could have benefited from additional legal review.
TURN TO POLICY » PAGE A2

Jill Ravitch
District attorney
had earlier said
she did not have
the resources to
research cases.
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‘Everyone should care’

Senior
home
disputes
charges
Lawyers fault plaintiffs,
say Villa Capri residents
didn’t take precautions
By RANDI ROSSMANN
AND J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Roseland University Prep students Gisele Hernandez, middle, and her sister Anahy Hernandez, left, join Angel Sanchez, right, as protesters show
support for undocumented immigrants Monday in Santa Rosa. Below, a woman stands with a flag in Old Courthouse Square.

In march and rally, 1,500 protesters demand help for the undocumented
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

M

ore than 1,500 immigrants and their
supporters marched through downtown
Santa Rosa on Monday as part of a national campaign calling on President Donald Trump
and Congress to bring permanent relief to undocumented immigrants.
The march, which started at Santa Rosa Junior
College, was held on the day the president had
hoped to end Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, or DACA — an executive order under former
President Barack Obama that granted temporary
relief from deportation to those illegally brought to
the United States as children.
But President Trump’s attempt to end the program, which affects about 800,000 people across
the country and about 3,000 in Sonoma County,
was halted by federal court rulings in January and
February.
The Trump administration had asked the U.S.
Supreme Court to bypass the appeals process and
decide whether the lower courts could block his
efforts to end the program. Trump has argued that
the plight of DACA youth and other immigration
relief should be taken up by Congress, not resolved
through executive order.
“Because of the federal court decisions, people
TURN TO MARCH » PAGE A9

“It’s great to come out and march, but it’s also important to attack the injustices
through legislation. To do that, you have to get out and vote and get organized.”

Attorneys for Oakmont Senior Living contend the former
residents of a Santa Rosa care
home who are suing the company bear responsibility for any
harm resulting from the evacuation of the facility during the
October firestorm.
The case’s 13 plaintiffs, who
include elderly patients and
family members, didn’t take
“adequate precautions” that
could have prevented the trauma they said they experienced
while fleeing Oakmont of Villa
Capri, attorneys for the company said in a recent response to
the lawsuit filed in November.
Company officials deny all allegations leveled in the lawsuit,
which has claimed Villa Capri
employees abandoned at least a
third of the nearly 70 residents
at the Fountaingrove facility
as the inferno swept into Santa
TURN TO HOME » PAGE A2

Trump
steadfast
on tariffs
President presses on
despite warnings from
GOP, foreign leaders
By ANA SWANSON
AND MARK LANDLER
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump, facing an angry
chorus of protests from leaders of his own party, including
House Speaker Paul Ryan, insisted on Monday that he would
not back down from his plan to
impose across-the-board tariffs
on steel and aluminum imports.
But the White House was devising ways to potentially soften
the effect of the measures on
major trading partners.
The intense maneuvering,
which began before Trump’s
unexpected announcement of

JAZMIN GUDIŇO, SRJC political science student
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PRESIDENT MAY HEAD TO ISRAEL SOON: As

Trump, Netanyahu strengthen ties, tensions
in the Mideast continue to simmer / A7
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