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Jackson’s legacy clouded 
by dark documentary

LOS ANGELES — Can the 
memory of Michael Jackson sur-
vive “Leaving Neverland”?

After all, it has bounced back 
before. The superstar’s image 
was tarnished by allegations of  
sexual abuse that shadowed him 
throughout much of his adult life 
and he even stood trial on child 
molestation charges in 2005, for 
which he was acquitted. His un-
timely death in 2009 seemed to 
wash that stain away in an out-
pouring of public love and a re-
surgence of sales of  his always 
popular music.

Now, 10 years later, the HBO 
documentary “Leaving Nev-
erland” has aired detailed and 

disturbing stories from two men 
who say Jackson groomed them 
for sex and molested them when 
they were just little boys.

It has cast a spotlight on 

Jackson’s unsavory history at 
a #MeToo moment when old  
allegations against stars have 

By ANDREW DALTON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

10 years after singer’s 
death, film brings abuse 
allegations back in view
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A new documentary on HBO, “Leaving Neverland,” is about the abuse 
allegations of two men, Wade Robson and James Safechuck, who had 
previously denied Michael Jackson molested them.

76,000 migrants push 
border to ‘breaking’

The number of  migrant 
families crossing the south-
west border has once 
again broken records, 
with unauthorized en-
tries nearly doubling 
what they were a year 
ago, suggesting that 
the Trump administra-
tion’s aggressive poli-
cies have not discour-
aged new migration to 
the United States.

More than 76,000 
migrants crossed the 
border without au-
thorization in Febru-
ary, an 11-year high 
and a strong sign that 
stepped-up prosecu-
tions, new controls on asylum 
and harsher detention poli-
cies have not reversed what 
remains a powerful lure for 
thousands of  families fleeing 
violence and poverty.

“The system is well be-
yond capacity, and remains 
at the breaking point,” Kevin 
McAleenan, commissioner of  
Customs and Border Protec-

tion, told reporters in 
announcing the new 
data Tuesday.

The nation’s top bor-
der enforcement offi-
cer painted a picture 
of  processing centers 
filled to capacity, bor-
der agents struggling 
to meet medical needs 
and thousands of  ex-
hausted members 
of  migrant families 
crammed into a deten-
tion system that was 
not built to house them 
— all while newcom-
ers continue to arrive, 

sometimes by the busload, at 
the rate of  2,200 a day.

“This is clearly both a border 
security and a humanitarian  

By CAITLIN DICKERSON
NEW YORK TIMES
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Kevin 
McAleenan
The commissioner 
of Customs and 
Border Protection 
says the migrant 
detention system 
is at capacity.

GUERNEVILLE — Parting 
her patient’s blonde hair in an 
exam room Tuesday, Dr. DeEtte 
DeVille took a closer look at a 
bruise incurred when Colette 
Bias tripped and fell into waist-
deep water during last week’s 
flood, hitting her head on a tree 
branch. 

“I don’t see any broken skin, 
did you notice blood?” asked 
DeVille, medical director of  
Russian River Health Center in 
Guerneville. 

“No, just 
a really bad 
h e a d a c h e , ” 
said Bias, 50, 
of  Monte Rio, 
a U.S. Marine 
Corps veteran. 

DeVille or-
dered medica-
tions for Bias to pick up at the 
pharmacy — she’d lost a bag 
with some belongings when she 
fell — including an ointment for 
a rash she’d developed on her 
face and legs.  

When the Russian River 
flooded its banks last week, its 
fast-moving murky waters cre-
ated a potential health hazard 
for people trying to get out of  
the area or, like Bias, seek sup-
plies such as fuel and food. The 
floodwaters receded Friday af-
ter thoroughly tossing the con-
tents of  thousands of  garages, 
RVs, vehicles, businesses and 
homes in the towns along the 
river, and leaving behind a mix-
ture of  sewage, gasoline, chemi-
cals and mud. 

Most just call it the “flood 
crud.”

Sonoma County’s interim 
health officer, Dr. Karen Hol-
brook, declared a local health 
emergency Tuesday because 

Beating the flood crud

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Dr. DeEtte DeVille examines Colette Bias at the Russian River Health Center in Guerneville on Tuesday. Bias hit her head when she slipped and fell 
during the flood last week, one of many small injuries that have left public health officials warning of infection risks to flood survivors.

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

“You’re shoveling it up, it splashes up in your face. It’s kind of unavoidable.”
MARK FELL, on the mud that permeates every inch of the property he spent most of Tuesday cleaning

Hazardous waste 
from flooding 
creates local 
health emergency

CLEANING 
THE WATER
Santa Rosa 
watching closely 
over wastewater 
treatment plant 
to be sure it is 
undamaged / A6
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While handing out at the Guerneville Safeway 
store $50 grocery gift cards to residents affected 
by last week’s flood, Jeniffer Wertz was forced to 
turn away several people Sunday after running 
out of  cards.

“It was heartbreaking,” said Wertz, a volun-
teer for the nonprofit Russian River Alliance.

For people whose homes, cars or businesses 
were damaged by the worst flooding along the 
Russian River in two decades, local nonprofit 
leaders say, the need for financial help is imme-
diate. Some are raising money to provide relief  
after the flood impacted nearly 600 businesses 
and 1,900 homes countywide and caused an esti-

mated $155 million in damages. 
“The need in the community is tremendous 

right now. We have people who have lost every-
thing and can’t afford to buy their own grocer-
ies,” County Supervisor Lynda Hopkins said. 
“They have no income. And they’re hurting, so 
we’re trying to cover basic necessities at this 
point.”

Wertz, who has been using social media to 
reach out to flood victims in need of  groceries, 
was back at Safeway Tuesday with more store 
gift cards to give away, bought in part through a 
$500 donation from Hopkins.

“That’s the kind of  person she is. She cares 
about us, and we feel it,” Wertz said. 

By SUSAN MINICHIELLO
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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How to help west county recover WHERE TO DONATE
The following organizations are collec-
tion donations for flood victims:

 ■ The United Way of the Wine 
Country, 707-528-4485, unitedwaywine-
country.org.

 ■West County Community Services, 
westcountyservices.org/donate.

 ■West County Health Centers, 
wchealth.org/help/donations. (An 
automatic email will direct donors to a 
thank-you page, where donations can 
be designated for the patient hardship 
fund.)

 ■ Russian River Alliance, russianriver-
alliance.org.

 ■ River to Coast Children’s Services, 
rccservices.org.


