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Ocean protection plan clears hurdle
Dispute with Coast Guard
has delayed expansion of
national marine sanctuaries
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEM O C RAT

A dispute with the Coast
Guard that for more than a
month has stalled expansion
plans for adjoining marine sanctuaries off the California coast
appears to be resolved, paving

the way for publication of the
final regulatory proposal.
North Coast Congressman
Jared Huffman said Thursday
he thought it would be a matter
of days before publication of the
final rule appeared in the Federal Register, a step that would
mark a landmark moment for
a federal plan in the works
for more than two years and a
proposal envisioned far earlier
than that by supporters, including former Rep. Lynn Woolsey,
D-Petaluma.

“We’re all very excited to hear
the final word when it comes,”
said Huffman, D-San Rafael,
speaking frankly about the potential risk of substantial delays
had the Coast Guard persisted
in its demands for regulatory
exemptions in the sanctuaries.
“This is going to be wonderful
news for the North Coast and
certainly for Congresswoman
Woolsey and others who have
worked many years on this.”
The plan to expand the Cordell Bank and Gulf of the Far-

allones national marine sanctuaries would extend federal
protections to coastal waters
from Bodega Head to southern
Mendocino County, putting an
additional 2,769 square miles of
ocean off-limits to energy and
mineral extraction and more
than doubling the combined size
of the sanctuaries.
It would safeguard productive
habitat fed by the nutrient-rich
upwelling off Point Arena, and
because the southern border of
the Farallones sanctuary abuts

the Monterey Bay National
Marine Sanctuary, it would ensure federal stewardship along
350 miles of coastline from Cambria to Manchester Beach.
The proposal, unveiled in
December 2012 by President
Barack Obama after years of
legislative effort failed to garner
sufficient backing in Congress,
has strong support along the
North Coast and in Washington,
according to officials with the
National Oceanic and AtmoTURN TO OCEAN, PAGE A7

WARM WEEKEND: Much-needed rain still elusive,
but many North Coast residents taking advantage of an early spring

So Long, Winter

Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wisc.

GOP
looks to
replace
health act
Hoping justices will strike
down subsidies, Republicans
scramble for alternative plan
By JONATHAN WEISMAN
N EW YO R K T I M ES

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

Emilio Gonzalez practices tai chi under the oak trees at Santa Rosa Junior College on Friday. Two weeks before the official start of
spring, this weekend will bring more dry weather and highs in the mid-70s, about 10 degrees above the seasonal average.
By MATT BROWN
THE PRES S D E MO C RAT

N

orth Coast residents are in for
another cloudless, warm weekend,
thanks to a resilient high-pressure
ridge that has thwarted winter moisture
and generated springlike temperatures.
Highs this weekend should be in the
mid-70s, about 10 degrees above average
for this time of year, according to the

National Weather Service. Rain is not on
the horizon until at least the middle of
next week, and even then forecasters are
doubtful it will materialize.
The nice weather has brought additional customers out to local nurseries as
they seek to get started on their spring
planting, even though winter is officially
still around for almost two more weeks.
Call it spring training for the green
thumb set.

“Business is good when the weather is
good,” said Fred King, owner of King’s
Nursery in Santa Rosa. “Any nice weekend we have in March makes our day.”
King cautioned that it’s a bit on the
early side to purchase summer vegetable
starts, such as tomatoes, which would
flourish better around the middle of
April. He noted the ground is still cold for
the next month and the plants “will kind
TURN TO SPRING, PAGE A7

WASHINGTON — The legal
campaign to destroy President
Barack Obama’s health care
law may be nearing its conclusion, but as the Supreme Court
deliberates over the law’s fate,
the search for a replacement by
Republican lawmakers is finally
gaining momentum.
Senior Republicans in Congress hope that by June, the Supreme Court will invalidate the
subsidies that 7.5 million Americans in 34 states have been given to purchase health insurance
through the federal Healthcare.
gov website. But the prospects
of legal victory have also raised
practical and political fears that
Republicans will take the blame
for the health care crisis that
would follow.
A legislative scramble is underway. On Monday, Reps. Paul
Ryan of Wisconsin, Fred Upton
of Michigan and John Kline
TURN TO HEALTH, PAGE A7

INSIDE
SPRING
FORWARD:

China orders pollution documentary taken offline
Despite attempt to block it,
film on nation’s disastrous
air quality sets off debate
By EDWARD WONG
NEW YORK TI ME S

BEIJING — “Under the
Dome,” a searing documentary about China’s catastrophic
air pollution, had hundreds of
millions of views on Chinese
websites within days of its re-

lease one week ago. The country’s new environment minister
compared it to “Silent Spring,”
the landmark 1962 book that
energized the environmental
movement in the United States.
Domestic and foreign journalists clamored to interview the
filmmaker, a famous former
television reporter, though she
remained silent.
Then on Friday afternoon, the
momentum over the video came
to an abrupt halt, as major Chinese video websites deleted it

under orders from the Communist Party’s central propaganda
department.
The startling phenomenon of
the video, the national debate it
set off and the official attempts
to quash it reflect the deep political sensitivities in the struggle
within the Chinese bureaucracy to reverse China’s environmental degradation, among the
worst in the world. The drama over the video has ignited
speculation over which political groups were its supporters

and which sought to kill it, and
whether party leaders will tolerate the civic conversation and
grass-roots activism that in other countries have been necessary to curb rampant pollution.
“It’s been spirited away by
gremlins,” said Zhan Jiang, a
professor of journalism and media studies in Beijing.
The video was made by Chai
Jing, a former investigative reporter for China Central Television, with help from other
TURN TO CHINA, PAGE A7

Daylight saving
time begins at
2 a.m. Sunday.
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High 75, Low 41
THE WEATHER, B8

At Home D1
Business C8
Classified D5
Comics
D12
Crossword D11
Editorial B6

Lotto
A2
Movies
D2
Obituaries B3
Scoreboard C4
State news A4
TV
D10

©2015 The Press Democrat

