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Pregnancy 
finally gets 
attention

For two years, a group of  
world-class scientists pitched 
their idea for a hot new biotech 
company to investors: a start-up 
focused on a promising therapy 
for preeclampsia, a serious preg-
nancy complication that can 
become life-threatening. It was 
cutting-edge science, backed by 
a Nobel laureate, a Harvard kid-
ney specialist, a leading chemist 
and a biologist with both exper-
tise and personal experience.

Eventually, they gave up — not 
on the science, and not on pre-
eclampsia — but on the investors.

“We talked to so many differ-
ent venture capitalists and other 
companies. The scientists and 
doctors would get excited,” said 
Melissa Moore, a University of  
Massachusetts Medical School 
scientist who began working 
on preeclampsia after she suf-
fered from it in 2003 and was 

By CAROLYN Y. JOHNSON
WASHINGTON POST
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Flood 
victims 
wait for 
relief

Tanya Furia and Gene Porter 
were rescued by boat from their 
Guerneville home last week. 

“We had six feet of  water,” re-
called Porter, who stood outside 
the town’s local assistance cen-
ter Thursday clutching a com-
plimentary cup of  Starbucks 
coffee. “Everything we own is 
on the street.”

“We were hoping to see some 
FEMA people,” said Furia,” but 
it looks like they’re not here.”

In fact, Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency field 
agents have been going door-
to-door checking damage in 
flooded areas, predominantly 
along the Russian River. Before 
FEMA will dispense money to 
flood-weary victims, however, 
data must be gathered.

FEMA » Agency must 
calculate cost of disaster 
before possible payout
By AUSTIN MURPHY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Val McMurdie of Lakeport crosses through his flooded yard Thursday on Esplanade Street in Lakeport as Clear Lake continues to rise past flood 
stage. The lake’s water level is expected to peak at just above 10 feet, nearly a foot above flood stage at 9 feet, on Friday morning.

Clear Lake over banks
LAKE COUNTY » Lakeport residents and others experiencing effects 
of recent storm as wind pushes high water into shoreline towns

LAKEPORT

Seagulls and ducks swam where tots might 
have romped Thursday in Lakeport’s 
Library Park at the edge of  Clear Lake, the 

tourism calling card dubbed the “Jewel of  Lake 
County.”

But on a cool day with clouds resting atop 
the hills ringing the lake, the city park with 
play structures, picnic tables and a boat ramp 
was partially flooded and closed in the wake of  
heavy rains that pushed the lake nearly a foot 
above flood stage.

The impact in Lake County’s second largest 
city, with a population of  about 5,000, was far 
less severe than in the Russian River-ravaged 
communities of  Guerneville, Monte Rio and 
Forestville, but it was enough to thwart  
11-year-old Jude Foster’s hopes of  a play date 
with a friend on waterfront Esplanade Street.

Jude arrived with high rubber boots in 
hand, but was halted by his mother, Jennigan 
Foster.

“Too deep,” she said, eyeing water that was 
about 3 feet high.

Farther down Esplanade Street, Val McMur-
die, who gave his age as “over 70,” was dry at 
home — an island, he said, ringed by knee-level 
water.

He had relocated his wife to their daughter’s 
place in town and was enjoying time watching 
his Labrador retriever hunt for crawdads in the 
floodwaters.

“He sticks his head down there and eats 
them,” McMurdie said.

When he needs to go into town, McMurdie 
said he wades through the water in sneakers, 
with a dry pair in his backpack.

The same atmospheric river storm that 
pumped up the Russian River last week also 
raised Clear Lake, the oldest lake in North 
America at 480,000 years, but the flooding was 
not as bad as the historic winter of  2017, locals 
said.

Dale Carnathan, manager of  the county’s 
Office of  Emergency Services, said 22 homes 
appear to be flooded, but their condition — and 
whether they are occupied — couldn’t be  

Mike Wheat, manager of the Lucerne on the Lake Mobile Home Park, was helpless to stop 
Clear Lake from flooding the office on Thursday. Wheat managed a mobile home park in 
Paradise and lost nearly everything to the Camp fire in November.  

Manafort given 47 months

ALEXANDRIA, Virginia — For-
mer Trump campaign chairman 
Paul Manafort was sentenced Thurs-
day to nearly four years in prison for 
tax and bank fraud related to his 
work advising Ukrainian politicians, 

much less than what was called for 
under sentencing guidelines.

Manafort, sitting in a wheelchair 
as he deals with complications from 
gout, had no visible reaction as he 
heard the 47-month sentence. While 
that was the longest sentence to date 
to come from special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s probe, it could have been 
much worse for Manafort. Sentenc-
ing guidelines called for a 20-year-
term, effectively a lifetime sentence 
for the 69-year-old.

Manafort has been jailed since 
June, so he will receive credit for the 

nine months he has already served. 
He still faces the possibility of  addi-
tional time from his sentencing in a 
separate case in the District of  Co-
lumbia, where he pleaded guilty to 
charges related to illegal lobbying.

Before Judge T.S. Ellis III imposed 
the sentence, Manafort told him 
that “saying I feel humiliated and 
ashamed would be a gross under-
statement.” But he offered no ex-
plicit apology, something Ellis noted 
before issuing his sentence.

Manafort steered Donald Trump’s 
election efforts during crucial 

months of  the 2016 campaign as 
Russia sought to meddle in the elec-
tion through hacking of  Democratic 
email accounts. He was among the 
first Trump associates charged in 
the Mueller investigation and has 
been a high-profile defendant.

But the charges against Manafort 
were unrelated to his work on the 
campaign or the focus of  Mueller’s 
investigation: whether the Trump 
campaign coordinated with Rus-
sians.

Judge’s sentence for former 
Trump campaign boss falls 
short of federal guidelines
By MATTHEW BARAKAT 
AND STEPHEN BRAUN
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Paul 
Manafort
Adviser’s crimes 
related to work 
with Ukrainian 
politicians

“It’s just been  
one heck of a ride 
for the past year. 
I’d like to have  
a break.”
MIKE WHEAT, manager of 
the Lucerne on the Lake Mobile 
Home Park near Clear Lake
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