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CHALLENGE TO BUILD GRANNY UNITS: Cities 
seek to reduce construction fees for dwellings 
in push to ease county’s housing crunch / E1

What 
surging 
budget 
def icit? 

WASHINGTON — The feder-
al budget deficit is ballooning 
on President Donald Trump’s 
watch and few in Washington 
seem to care.

And even if  they did, the po-
litical dynamics that enabled 
bipartisan deficit-cutting deals 
decades ago has disappeared, 
replaced by bitter partisanship 
and chronic dysfunction.

That’s the reality that will 
greet Trump’s latest budget, 
which will promptly be shelved 
after landing with a thud on 
Monday. Like previous spend-
ing blueprints, Trump’s plan 
for the 2020 budget year will 
propose cuts to many domestic 
programs favored by lawmakers 
in both parties but leave alone 
politically popular retirement 
programs such as Medicare and 
Social Security.

Washington probably will 
devote months to wrestling 
over erasing the last remnants 
of  a failed 2011 budget deal 
that would otherwise cut 
core Pentagon operations 
by $71  billion and domestic 
agencies and foreign aid by 
$55 billion. Top lawmakers are 
pushing for a reprise of  three 
prior deals to use spending cuts 
or new revenues and prop up 
additional spending rather than 
defray deficits that are again 
approaching $1 trillion.

As Trump readies plan,  
Washington appears 
uninterested in cutbacks
By ANDREW TAYLOR
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Donald Trump

Bank at 
odds with 
employees 
on culture  

Wells Fargo has spent years 
publicly apologizing for deceiv-
ing customers with fake bank 
accounts, unwarranted fees and 
unwanted products. Its top ex-
ecutives say that because they 
have eliminated the aggressive 
sales targets that spurred bad 
behavior, the bank’s culture has 
changed.

Many employees of  the San 
Francisco-based financial insti-
tution say that is news to them.

There is no evidence that em-
ployees are secretly opening 
accounts in customers’ names 
or tricking them into buying 
unnecessary auto insurance, as 
some did in the past. The bank 
has altered how it pays workers 
and added safeguards to catch 
bad behavior.

But Wells Fargo workers say 
they remain under heavy pres-
sure to squeeze extra money out of  
customers. Some have witnessed 
colleagues bending or breaking 

By EMILY FLITTER 
AND STACY COWLEY
NEW YORK TIMES
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WELLS FARGO

States join push to end time change

A day is a day, with so many hours 
of  darkness and so many of  light. It’s 
a hard reality that no powerful king 
or brilliant philosopher has ever 
found a way around. And yet, every 
year, bless our hearts, we try.

Compelled by the augustly named 
federal Uniform Time Act of  1966, 
most Americans have leapt ahead 

— or stumbled blearily — from one 
configuration of  the clock to anoth-
er this weekend, as daylight saving 
time clicked in at 2 a.m. Sunday.

But many people are saying it’s 
time for time to be left alone. State 
legislatures from New England to the 
West Coast are considering proposals 
to end the leaping, clock-shifting 
confusion of  hours lost or gained, 
and the conundrums it can create.

Could 8 a.m. somehow, somewhere 

in the universe, really still be 8 a.m., 
even if  now you’re suddenly calling 
it 9?

“I cannot change the rotation of  
the Earth and sun,” said Kansen 
Chu, a California lawmaker who is 
sponsoring a bill to keep the state 
permanently on daylight time — one 
of  at least 31 states that are address-
ing some aspect of  daylight saving 
and its discontents. “But I am hoping 
to get more sunlight to the people of  
California.”

Proponents of  setting the clock 

By KIRK JOHNSON
NEW YORK TIMES

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME » Regional considerations played 
role in how clock-shifting began — and debate about it now 
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DID YOU  
REMEMBER?  
Daylight saving 
time began 
overnight, so clocks 
should be set ahead 
one hour today.

Gold Rush-like thefts 
of coastal succulents 

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

POACHING DISCOVERY: Patrick Freeling, game warden with the Department of Fish and Wildlife, discovered two Korean men with 850 wild Dudleya farinosa taken 
from the Mendocino Coast in their van in March 2018. Freeling ordered the pair to replant the succulents on the bluff, and a plant society is tending to the damaged area. 

MENDOCINO COAST

On his belly in the bushes in a camouflage 
ghillie suit, California game warden 
Patrick Freeling came across a bulging 

backpack resting on a blufftop and knew he was 
onto something big.

In the preceding months, he had seen evidence 
of  some illicit activity having to do with coastal 
succulents — a large shipment of  boxes to Asia 
from the Mendocino post office; a man stealing 
plants from a Caltrans right-of-way.

But it was the expedition pack he discovered on 
the ground that March day last year near Point 
Arena that crystallized the caper in his mind. 
The sack was stuffed with native succulents 
called Dudleya farinosa that grow only along 
the Central and North Coast. Smugglers were 
coming to these shores to poach the plants and 
send them in bulk overseas for profit on the black 
market.

Investigators now believe several hundred 
thousand plants worth tens of  millions of  dollars 
on the Asian black market have been torn ille-
gally from bluffs along the Northern California 
coast over the past several years, in some cases 
stripping whole areas of  the plant species, said 
Adrian Foss, a captain with the California De-
partment of  Fish and Wildlife. 

“It’s massive,” Foss said. “It’s large-scale 
theft.”

The wild plants are shipped to Asia for orna-
mental use even though they are grown easily in 
a nursery setting.

Officials say the smuggled plants sell for $40 
to $80 each on the black market in countries 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

SMUGGLING BUST: Two South Korean men, Minguk Cho, 27, and Hyeongjae Kim, 39, were arrested 
in March 2018 with 850 Dudleya farinosa in 30 boxes near Point Arena. The pair were convicted of 
felony grand theft, fined $10,000 and ordered to leave the country.

MENDOCINO COUNTY » NATIVE PLANT POACHING

Authorities say native ‘bluff lettuce’ being targeted for sale on black market
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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