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STORM AT 
A GLANCE
School closures: 
Guerneville School; 
Harmony Elementary 
and Salmon Creek 
Charter in Occidental; 
Monte Rio School
Sandbag sites: 
Forestville Fire 
Department; Monte 
Rio Fire Department; 
Friedman’s Home 
Improvement in 
Petaluma; City of 
Petaluma’s equipment 
yard, 840 Hopper St.
Road closures: Go to 
roadconditions.sonoma-
county.org

WHAT’S AHEAD 
Today: 2 to 3 inches of 
rain across the county; 
winds up to 40 mph.
Saturday: New storm 
to roll in and continue 
into Monday

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Windsor teens T.J. Keith, at center in plaid shirt, and Alex Tancreto greet friends Jonathan Kelley, far left, and driver Austin Hensel on Thursday 
after the latter two became stuck in Mark West Station Road floodwaters. Keith and Tancreto helped push the truck to higher ground.

Rain pounds county, 
spurs flooding, slides  

Roads, schools closed; North Coast braces for new onslaught

State Sen. Mike McGuire and 
Assemblyman Jim Wood both had a 
hand in creating legislation to raise 
the age limit for buying tobacco.

Sonoma County and the North 
Bay on Thursday took the brunt 
of  the first in a series of  drenching 
storms expected to sweep across 
the Bay Area through the week-
end, as steady rainfall, heavy at 
times, swelled waterways, flooded 
roads, triggered mudslides and top-
pled trees.  

About 4 inches of  rain had fallen 
in the coastal hills west of  Healds-
burg by Thursday evening, while 
nearly 2.5 inches came down out-
side Santa Rosa at the Charles M. 
Schulz-Sonoma County Airport, 
Steve Anderson with the Nation-
al Weather Service said. Petalu-
ma rain gauges measured about 
1.5 inches of  moisture.

An additional 2 to 3 inches of  rain 
could fall across the county by this 
afternoon, and a second storm is 
expected to roll in midday Saturday 
and stay until Monday. By then, 
the system will likely have dropped 
up to 5 inches of  rain on the San-
ta Rosa Plain and about 8 inches in 

the hills, Anderson said.
“It’s definitely turning into a 

miracle March,” he said.
“We’re just getting started,” he 

added. “Pace yourselves. We have a 
long way to go.” 

With the ground already satu-

rated, runoff was plentiful Thurs-
day, turning some roads into wa-
ter hazards and quickly raising 
streams and rivers, with water 
levels expected to continue rising 

Forestville firefighters work to clear Summerhome Park Road after a mud and 
debris slide closed the road on Thursday.

By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ 
AND DEREK MOORE 
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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How do you talk to your kids about Trump?
It was mortifying enough when last 

week’s Republican debate introduced the 
question of  whether it was appropriate 
for one presidential candidate to accuse 
another of  wetting his pants. But the fi-
nal straw for Gary Goyette and Andrea 
Todd, who were watching at home in Sac-
ramento with their 10-year-old son, was 
Donald Trump’s jarring, out-of-left-field 
boast about his sexual endowment.

“We were just incredulous,” Todd 
said, when Trump leeringly declared 
that there was “no problem” with that 
part of  his anatomy. She and her hus-

band looked at each other, she recalled, 
and then looked at their son. “Gary said, 
‘Tommy, you’ve got to leave — you’ve got 
to get out of  here.’ And Tommy actually 
got up and ran out of  the room.”

Many unforeseeable things have hap-
pened so far in the raucous Republican 
presidential race. But the 2016 election 
— with its rudeness, crudeness, bluster 
and bullying — has also presented adults 
with an unexpected, unpleasant dilem-
ma: How on earth do they explain Donald 
Trump to children?

“Quite frankly, it’s been quite embar-
rassing when I have an 11-year-old who 

BRYAN ANSELM / NEW YORK TIMES 

Jon and Zoraida Michaud of New Jersey, with sons 
Thomas, 8, left, and Marcus, 13. Jon Michaud said Thomas 
worries that Donald Trump would “bring racism back.” 

By SARAH LYALL
NEW YORK TIMES
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Study: Half 
the adults in 
state at risk 
for diabetes

For decades, more and more 
Californians have put on weight 
and fallen sick with diabetes, 
prompting warnings that the dis-
ease was spiraling out of  control.

Now experts have data show-
ing just how bleak the situation 
is.

Researchers from UCLA de-
termined that 55 percent of  Cal-
ifornia adults have either diabe-
tes or prediabetes, a condition 
in which blood glucose levels 
are higher than normal but not 
high enough to be considered di-
abetic, according to a study pub-
lished Thursday.

Experts already knew that 
about 9 percent of  people in the 
state have diabetes. But previ-
ous estimates had put the rate of  
prediabetes at about 33 percent, 
lower than the 46 percent calcu-
lated by UCLA researchers.

“Our genes and our envi-
ronment are kind of  on a colli-
sion course,” said Dr. Francine 

By SOUMYA KARLAMANGLA
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Tobacco 
age-limit 
bill goes 
to Brown

The state Senate on Thursday 
voted to raise the minimum age 
for buying tobacco to 21, in a 
move intended to keep millions 
of  young people from getting 
hooked on what lawmakers 
describe as a deadly habit that 
consumes billions of  dollars in 
healthcare costs.

The Senate voted  26-10 to 
raise the minimum age for buy-
ing tobacco, as well as approv-
ing a separate bill on a 26-11 vote 
to clearly define e-cigarettes as a 
tobacco product.

The Senate votes follow sim-
ilar approvals last week by the 
Assembly.

The bills now go to Gov. Jer-
ry Brown, who will have 12 days 
to decide whether to sign them 
into law.

A governor’s spokesman said 
his office generally does not 
comment on pending legisla-
tion.

If  signed into law by Brown, 
California would become only 
the second state in the nation 
to raise the age to 21 for buying 
tobacco. Hawaii changed its law 
last summer, and the change 
went into effect Jan. 1.

Health advocates said the 

State Senate approves 
raising minimum age 
for purchases to 21
By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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