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SOMALIA BUILDUP:  
U.S military ramps up  
fight against al-Shabab 
extremists, killing  
hundreds in airstrikes / A6

INSIDE

Trump seeks more wall funds 

Towns lose ‘heartbeat’ as papers perish

WAYNESVILLE, Missouri — 
Five minutes late, Darrell Todd 
Maurina sweeps into a meeting 
room and plugs in his laptop 
computer. He places a Wi-Fi 
hotspot on the table and turns 

on a digital recorder. The ear-
plug in his left ear is attached 
to a police scanner in his pants 
pocket.

Maurina, who posts his work 
to Facebook, represents the 
press — in its entirety.

He is the only person who 
has come to the Pulaski Coun-
ty courthouse to tell residents 

what their commissioners are 
up to, the only one who will 
report on their deliberations 
about how to satisfy the Federal 
Emergency Management Agen-
cy so it will pay to repair a road 
inundated during a 2013 flood.

Last September, this commu-
nity in central Missouri’s Ozark 
hills became a statistic. With 
the shutdown of  its newspaper, 
the Daily Guide, it joined more 
than 1,400 other cities and towns 
across the U.S. to lose a newspa-

per over the past 15 years, ac-
cording to an Associated Press 
analysis of  data compiled by the 
University of  North Carolina.

The reasons for the closures 
vary. But the result is that many 
Americans no longer have some-
one watching the city council 
for them, chronicling the soccer 
exploits of  their children or re-
porting on the kindly neighbor 
who died.

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump will seek $8.6 billion in his 
new budget to build the U.S.-Mexico 
border wall, two administration offi-
cials said Sunday, setting up another 
showdown with Congress, which has 

resisted giving him more money for 
his signature campaign promise.

The request would more than dou-
ble the $8.1 billion already potential-
ly available to the president after he 
declared a national emergency at the 
border in order to circumvent Con-
gress once lawmakers refused his 
funding demands. That standoff led 
to a 35-day partial government shut-
down, the longest in U.S. history.

The officials confirmed that the re-
quest was part of  Trump’s spending 
blueprint for the 2020 budget year 

that begins Oct. 1. That document, 
which sets the stage for negotiations 
ahead, proposes boosting defense 
spending to $750 billion — and stand-
ing up the new Space Force — while 
reducing nondefense accounts by 
5  percent, with cuts recommended 
to safety net programs used by many 
Americans. The plan sticks to budget 
caps that both parties have routinely 
broken in recent years and promis-
es to come into balance in 15 years, 
relying in part on economic growth 
that may be uncertain.

The officials were not authorized 
to publicly discuss details before 
Monday’s release of  the plan and 
spoke on condition of  anonymity.

White House economic adviser 
Larry Kudlow said Trump’s budget 
“points a steady glide path” toward 
lower spending and borrowing as a 
share of  the nation’s economy. He 
also told “Fox News Sunday” that 
there was no reason to “obsess” 
about deficits, and expressed 

2020 federal budget request 
includes additional $8.6B  
for barrier along border
By LISA MASCARO
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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MEDIA » In Missouri and elsewhere, government 
decisions go unmonitored and events unpublicized
By DAVID BAUDER 
and DAVID A. LIEB
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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‘WHAT IS SUFFERING?’: Igor Rozov begins cleaning the bathroom at his flood-damaged home along River Drive in the Forest Hills community near Forestville on 
Friday. Rozov had been staying a friend’s house as the waters along the Russian River rose.

Three faces of the flood 
RUSSIAN RIVER » Now that the waters have receded and debris 
is being cleared, residents reckon with financial, emotional aftermath

The brown floodwater has reced-
ed. Ruined possessions have been 
lamented, then discarded. 

The waist- and chest- and head-high 
mounds of  debris along low-lying streets 
in communities near the Russian River 
soon will be deposited in dumpsters and 
hauled away. 

Now comes the less public and more 
prolonged phase of  recovery, as home 
and business owners grapple with banks, 
insurance companies and excruciating 
decisions. 

Some will emerge from the ordeal stron-
ger. Others will admit defeat and move 
away. 

Here are the stories of  three Russian 
River residents, all of  whom suffered 
considerable damage to their homes and 
businesses in the worst flooding in Sono-
ma County since 1995.

By AUSTIN MURPHY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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CUP OF COMFORT: Emilie Navarro, owner of Higher Ground Organic Espresso, serves one of her regular 
customers, Kevin O’Connor, at her temporary location Friday in Guerneville. 

Crash 
putting 
focus on 
Boeing

The trouble appeared to be-
gin almost immediately after 
takeoff. The pilots told air traf-
fic controllers that they were 
having technical problems. And 
the plane seemed to repeated-
ly climb and dive before a final 
plunge.

Two eerily similar scenes have 
played out in recent months for 
Boeing’s brand-new 737 Max 
jets: on Sunday, when an Ethio-
pian Airlines flight crashed just 
after taking off from Addis Aba-
ba, killing 157 people, and a Lion 
Air crash that killed 189 people 
in October in Indonesia.

The Ethiopian crash occurred 
just outside the country’s cap-
ital, leaving a smoking crater 
where investigators combed 
over the grim scene. 

The airline said 149 passen-
gers and eight crew members 
were thought to be on the plane. 
Some 32 Kenyans, 18 Canadi-
ans, 8 Chinese, 8 Americans,  
9 Ethiopians, 8 Italians,  
7 French, 7 British, 6 Egyptians, 
5 Germans, 4 Indians, 4 Slovaki-
ans and others were among the 
dead, said the airline’s CEO, Te-
wolde Gebremariam.

Much about the cause of  the 
crash remains unknown and 
will take weeks to investigate, 
and Boeing and the National 
Transportation Safety Board 
are sending teams to the crash 
site.

But the rarity of  two planes 
of  the same model going down 
in such a short time span has 
urgently caught the attention 
of  pilots, passengers, engineers 
and industry analysts.

Ethiopia plunge of  
737 Max jet killing 157 
recalls Lion Air disaster
By JAMES GLANZ  
AND ZACH WICHTER
NEW YORK TIMES
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