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DID YOU REMEMBER? Daylight  
saving time began overnight, so 
clocks should be set ahead one hour.
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FLOWER + BONE IN SR » Naked Pig 
owners have delicious new joint.  D3

COLORFUL DAY IN WINDSOR » Revelers 
douse each other during Holi fest. A3

County 
boosts 
oversight 
agency 

Hoping to alleviate a chronic 
backlog of  code enforcement 
cases, Sonoma County is pre-
paring to get more aggressive 
in handling serious code viola-
tions, from illegal marijuana 
farms and unpermitted vaca-
tion rentals to squalid housing 
and properties transformed into 
junkyards.

The Board of  Supervisors last 
week approved a series of  mea-
sures aimed at better managing 
the approximately 1,000 code en-
forcement complaints received 
annually by the county’s Permit 
and Resources Management De-
partment.

The move follows appeals 
from agency officials who say 
they don’t have enough resourc-
es to tackle the mounting code 
issues. On Tuesday, supervisors 
approved plans to hire a new 
enforcement manager, allocate 
more funds for prosecuting 
code violations and empower 
the county counsel and PRMD 
director to expeditiously take 
major offenders to court.

“People expect results out 
of  government,” Supervisor 
James Gore said in an interview. 
“When you have one of  two 

Cardboard boxes as cribs? 
Sleep-safety program expands

TRENTON, New Jersey — 
Cardboard boxes certainly ar-
en’t new technology. But when 
they’re linked to a practice that 
started in Finland decades ago to 
help babies sleep safely, they’re 
taking on a new purpose, as so-
called baby boxes make their 
way to the United States.

Parents are beginning to take 

baby boxes home from hospitals 
along with their newborns. A 
Los Angeles-based company has 
partnered with health officials 
to give the boxes away for free 
and an online initiative offers 
advice aimed at reducing sud-
den unexpected infant deaths. 
New Jersey and Ohio were the 
first to participate statewide in 
the program.

“To new moms: (SUID) was 
one of  my biggest fears and then 

it happened,” said 35-year-old 
Chauntia Williams of  Maple 
Heights, Ohio.

Williams is an advocate for 
safe sleeping and the boxes af-
ter she unexpectedly lost her 
33-day-old daughter, Aaliyah, 
nine years ago. Williams said 
her daughter went to sleep in 
a crib with cushiony bumpers, 
stuffed animals and an added MATT ROURKE / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dolores Peterson supports her 3-month-old daughter, Ariabella, who sits 
inside a baby box at their Camden, New Jersey, home on Monday.

Supervisors OK funds to 
make hire, ease backlog 
and prosecute offenders
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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CODE ENFORCEMENT

GOP pushes 
ahead with 
risky strategy

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump and House Re-
publicans are pressing forward 
with a high-risk strategy to re-
peal and replace the Affordable 
Care Act, disregarding the views 
of  medical professionals and po-
tentially imperiling the party’s 
political future in conservative 
states where many voters stand 
to lose their health care.

The effort could cause up-
heaval in a roiled insurance 
market next year, as Repub-
licans face voters for the first 
time with Trump in the White 
House — though that turmoil 
would happen only if  the plans 
manage to clear a divided Sen-
ate.

Trump is showing only a ten-
uous grasp of  the legislative 

By ROBERT PEAR  
AND THOMAS KAPLAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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HEALTH LAW OVERHAUL

Tweaking rules to ease 
widening rental crunch

RULE CHANGES 
BEING WEIGHED
Proposed rule updates 
under consideration by 
Santa Rosa for granny 
units include:

 ■  Increasing the size of 
granny units in the city 
from 700 square feet to 
up to 1,200 square feet.

 ■ Restricting the rental 
of such units to a mini-
mum of 30 days, a move 
aimed at freeing up 
such units for long-term 
housing. 

 ■ Ending the require-
ment that an owner live 
in either the granny unit 
or the main house.

 ■Allow non-traditional 
foundations, such as 
trailers, opening the door 
to tiny houses being 
allowed on single-family 
home properties.

 ■ Reduce steep city fees 
by aligning them to the 
size of the unit, instead 
of the flat-fee structure 
that requires people 
building granny units to 
pay some fees similar to 
homes three times their 
size.
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION: Miguel Gonzalez, left, and Raul Rivas work together March 1 to lift the framing of an exterior wall as Raul Magana, top left, pulls the structure 
toward the building under construction to become a granny unit in Santa Rosa. The city is considering regulation changes to encourage more affordable housing.

Meg McNees loves her little 
home on a quiet street in 
Montgomery Village, and 

she would like to be able to live out 
the rest of  her days there. 

But since it is her largest asset, 
the 67-year-old retired landscap-
er and her husband are worried 
they’ll be forced to sell their 
1,200-square-foot bungalow to fund 
their retirement, especially health 
care costs. 

So McNees is exploring plans 
to build up to a 900-square-foot 
“granny unit” above her garage to 
generate rental income, provide a 
place for her daughter and future 
grandkids to stay when they visit, 
and maybe even move into herself  
someday. 

“As a middle-class person, I’m 
trying to figure out how to stretch 
my dollar so that I’ll be able to stay 
in Sonoma County,” McNees said. 
“My financial adviser said this is 
one way to do it.”

As Santa Rosa grapples with a 
historic housing crisis, one key 
way it is trying to encourage more 
affordable housing is by easing 
the restrictions on granny units, 
officially referred to as “accessory 
dwelling units.”

As it does so, the city has 
sparked intense interest among 
property owners, real estate 
investors and contractors who see 

an opportunity to help the city to 
meet its housing demands through 
more efficient, flexible land uses. 

The proposed changes, however, 
have the potential to significantly 
affect the density and character 
of  existing neighborhoods, the 
cost of  building such units and the 
livelihoods of  people who already 

rent out second units out for extra 
income.

Santa Rosa is not alone in tweak-
ing its rules. Sonoma County an-
nounced changes to its regulations 
in January. But as the county’s 
largest city, Santa Rosa’s actions 

CONSIDERING A GRANNY UNIT: Meg McNees of Santa Rosa and her husband are 
hoping to build a granny unit on top of their existing home in Santa Rosa.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING » ADDING GRANNY UNITS

SR property owners, developers see opportunities as city seeks flexibility
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

TURN TO HOUSING » PAGE A10

“As a middle-class person, I’m trying to 
figure out how to stretch my dollar so that 
I’ll be able to stay in Sonoma County.”
MEG McNEES, retired landscaper who lives in Santa Rosa with her husband


