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CRASH FALLOUT: Airlines, 
countries grounding 
Boeing 737 Max 8 planes 
following deadly disaster 
in Ethiopia / A6
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Geraldo Lemus, right, and Antonio Zuniga,  employees with Pacific Sanitation, work Monday to dispose of water-damaged belongings and debris 
along the sidewalk in Guerneville. County supervisors held a special meeting Thursday to authorize curbside collection.

Debris haulers get busy
RUSSIAN RIVER » FLOOD CLEANUP

Bright sunlight and the noise of  heavy 
trucks and debris-moving ma-
chines were welcome Monday along 

the storm-soaked lower Russian River 
area, courtesy of  Mother Nature and a 
$2.5 million cleanup authorized by county 
officials.

Crews from four local refuse hauling 
companies got busy in the early morning 
scooping up mounds of  sodden waste 

piled along Highway 116 and on residen-
tial streets from Forestville to Cazadero, 
kicking off a two-week effort to remove the 
remains from the area’s worst flood since 
1995.

Officials scrambled to organize the 
curbside collection last week after a local 
health emergency was declared, calling 
the waste from about 2,600 flooded Rus-
sian River homes and 570 businesses “a 
substantial present or potential hazard to 
human health and the environment unless 
immediately addressed and managed.”

“I had everybody’s garbage in here,” 
said Dennis McBride, a Hacienda area res-
ident who rode out the flood in his elevated 
home with more than 7 feet of  water in his 
yard.

The retired carpenter’s yard was tidy 
Monday, but the flood’s brown stain was 
on his garage wall. On his short block 
alone there were at least nine piles of  
muddy refuse, with more to come, Mc-
Bride said.

County’s $2.5 million effort expected to clear more than 6,000 soggy tons
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump proposed a $4.7 trillion 
budget plan Monday that stands as 
a sharp challenge to Congress and 
the Democrats trying to unseat him 
in 2020, the first act in a multi-front 
struggle over the role of  government 
that threatens to consume Washing-
ton for the next 18 months.

The plan would dramatically ex-
pand spending on programs and ini-
tiatives popular with Republicans, 
such as $750 billion in new defense 
spending and $8.6 billion for barriers 
on the Mexico border. At the same 
time, it would slash spending on Med-
icaid, food stamps, environmental 
protection, and a range of  other pro-
grams that Democratic presidential 
candidates vowed to protect and ex-
pand.

The budget proposal ran into an 

immediate buzzsaw on Capitol Hill, 
where many Democrats flatly re-
jected it and even some Republicans 
sought to distance themselves from 
key details.

And the demand for $8.6 billion for 
a border wall, less than two months 
after a 35-day shutdown paralyzed 
much of  Washington, raised the pos-
sibility that there could be an even 
more dramatic impasse if  a spending 

Social safety net slashed in Trump’s 2020 budget
By DAMIAN PALETTA, 
ERICA WERNER AND JEFF STEIN
WASHINGTON POST

Donald
Trump
President won’t 
back off from wall 
funding demand

Man kills estranged wife, self

Upset about the end of  his 27-year 
marriage, a Santa Rosa man am-
bushed and killed his wife Monday 
morning as she sat in her SUV in a 
Coddingtown Mall parking lot, then 
drove away and killed himself  outside 
his apartment, police said.

The couple, who had four children, 
had recently split and were living sep-
arately in Santa Rosa, police said. The 

man, Tomas Zamora-Martinez, 52, 
wanted to reunite and his wife, Paula 
Zamora, 43, wanted to divorce, investi-
gators said.

“It was a targeted act of  tragic do-
mestic violence in the shopping cen-
ter,” Santa Rosa police Lt. John Cre-
gan said. 

The shocking attack stunned on-
lookers who witnessed the 8:30 a.m. 
killing outside the Crunch Fitness 
gym, located in the southwest park-
ing lot of  the Santa Rosa shopping 
center. Police said Zamora-Martinez 
was waiting for his estranged wife 
outside the gym, where she frequently 
worked out, and confronted her as she 
attempted to park her SUV.

The man walked up to his wife’s car, 
raised a handgun and began shoot-
ing through the window of  her white 
Chevrolet Tahoe.

 “I’m driving along near the post 
office and hear this ‘pop pop.’ I looked 
over to my right and there is a guy 
shooting into this SUV,” said Steve 
Bruno, a Sonoma man who had just 
arrived to conduct business in the 
area. 

“He’s shooting and the car starts to 
roll and he walks alongside it, points 
his gun right into the driver’s side 
window and shoots again,” Bruno 
said, realizing, “He was killing her.”

Onlookers stunned as SR 
man fires fatal shots into 
SUV at Coddingtown Mall
By RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Santa Rosa Police Officer Matt Sanchez looks into a 
vehicle involved in a shooting Monday at the end of 
Herbert Street in Santa Rosa.

It was Christmas morning in 
2014 when Sonoma County resi-
dent Edwin Hardeman looked in 
the mirror and saw a big lump 
on the side of  his neck.

Within two months, he’d been 
diagnosed with a cancer of  the 
blood called non-Hodgkin lym-
phoma and began chemothera-
py treatment.

Today, Hardeman is at the 
center of  a closely watched 
trial in U.S. District Court in 
San Francisco where he is up 
against the company that makes 
Roundup, the weed killer he 
routinely used for about three 
decades that he believes gave 
him cancer. 

Hardeman’s case is the first 
of  three bellwether trials that, if  
the juries decide in favor of  the 
plaintiffs, could establish settle-
ment standards for thousands 
of  pending lawsuits across the 
country against Roundup man-
ufacturer Monsanto, a branch 
of  the Germany-based conglom-
erate Bayer, alleging a key in-
gredient is making people sick. 

“You have this one man right 
there in Sonoma, and by luck 
of  the draw his case has the po-
tential to move the needle,” said 
UC Hastings professor David 
Levine, a close watcher of  the 

Weed 
killer 
maker 
on trial
Sonoma County man’s 
Roundup lawsuit poses  
challenge to Monsanto
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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