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Man kidnapped from SR, escapes in Modesto
Victim taken at gunpoint
from yard of Guerneville Rd.
home in front of family
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMO C RAT

A 25-year-old Santa Rosa man,
kidnapped at gunpoint from the
yard in front of his home Tuesday night, escaped unharmed
from the trunk of a car in the
Modesto area, where Stanis-

laus County deputies arrested
two men, Santa Rosa police said
Thursday.
The armed suspect who originally took the man remained
at large and authorities are
seeking information on him and
his whereabouts, said Sgt. Dave
Linscomb of the Santa Rosa department’s violent crimes team.
The kidnap victim’s name
was not released because of the
nature of the crime and for the
man’s safety, Linscomb said.
The kidnapping was report-

ed at about 8:45 p.m. Tuesday
after a man armed with a handgun abducted the victim — in
front of his wife and two small
children — from his yard in the
1700 block of Guerneville Road.
The victim was forced into
a waiting pickup, and family
members subsequently received
telephone calls from a man who
demanded they deliver money
in exchange for the victim’s release, Linscomb said in a press
release.
No money was paid, Lins-

comb said, declining to say how
much money was requested.
Police believe the kidnapping
was “related to illegal marijuana cultivation and sales,” according to the press release, and
Linscomb declined to elaborate.
The man was taken to the
Modesto area and placed in the
trunk of a car, the release said.
He managed to escape unharmed
from the car and sought help.
Stanislaus County deputies
were alerted and stopped a vehicle Wednesday that was leav-

JOHNSON’S BEACH

Changing of the guard
New owners of Guerneville landmark vow to keep traditions alive

ing the area where the kidnap
victim was found. The car had
been reported stolen and its two
occupants were arrested in connection with the kidnapping,
the release said.
Jorge Emanuel Martinez, 26,
of Turlock and Miguel Baeza
Arevalo, 20, of Modesto were
booked into Stanislaus County
Jail on Wednesday night, according to jail records.
Santa Rosa detectives spent
all day Wednesday working on
TURN TO KIDNAPPED, PAGE A5

Uber, Lyft
employee
status in
juries’ lap
Court rules burden on ride
companies to prove workers
are independent contractors
A S S O CI AT ED P R ES S
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DEAL COMPLETED: Dan Poirier, right, and Nick Moore, center, have purchased Johnson’s Beach in Guerneville from Clare Harris, left, who with other family
members owned and operated the popular river resort for 48 years. The three are shown last week on a deck adjacent to the Russian River beach.

JOHNSON’S
BEACH

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRES S D E MO C RAT

J

ohnson’s Beach, a Russian River
landmark that has welcomed
generations of summer visitors
eager to swim and splash in the
refreshing waters near Guerneville,
has changed hands in a deal completed
Thursday that heralds a new era for the
day-use and campground destination.
The 11-acre site has served as a
recreational hot spot for nearly a century, with big beach umbrellas, pedal
boats, old-time music and soft-serve ice
cream among its many standbys. The
down-home resort has been owned and
operated by Clare Harris and his family
for 48 years.
New owners Nick Moore and Dan
Poirier, a San Francisco couple, said that
aside from a few cosmetic upgrades and
21st-century touches, they mostly intend
to keep the place just as it has been.
And Harris, 94, said he plans to be
TURN TO BEACH, PAGE A5
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FUN ON THE RIVER: People swim, boat and lounge in the sun at Johnson’s Beach
in Guerneville in September. The resort’s new owners say besides making some
cosmetic upgrades and creating a new website, they do not plan any major changes.

Circa 1918: Gertie
and Ernie Johnson
open property as
private resort
1967: Brothers
Clare and Herbert
Harris purchase
the property
Lodging:
35 campsites,
10 cabins, lodge
with 2 apartments,
5-bedroom
bungalow
Day use: Free
entry and parking;
visitors pay only for
refreshments and
rental gear
Online:
johnsonsbeach.
com

Wounding of police officers roils Ferguson
Authorities search for man who
opened fire during protest
By WESLEY LOWERY and KIMBERLY KINDY
WASHIN G T O N P O S T

FERGUSON, Mo. — Police spent Thursday searching for the gunman who opened
fire during a late-night protest against police misconduct here — a shooting that
wounded two officers and brought fear and
mistrust back to the streets of this battered
St. Louis suburb.
At midday Thursday, heavily armed po-

lice descended on a house here as part of
the investigation into the shooting. They
brought several people in for questioning,
according to Sgt. Brian Schellman, a spokesman for the St. Louis County police.
But none of those people were actually arrested, and by Thursday evening police said
they had no one in custody in the case.
The two wounded officers remained in serious condition, but police said their wounds
were not life-threatening. One, a 41-year-old
officer on the St. Louis County police force,
was struck in the shoulder. The other, a
32-year-old on the police force of Webster
Groves, Mo., was struck in the cheek; the
bullet ended up lodged near his eye.

The officers were shot at the end of a day
that, hours earlier, had appeared to herald
progress in Ferguson. Police Chief Thomas
Jackson, whose force had been castigated by
Justice Department investigators for unfairly targeting black residents, had agreed to
step down. His departure had been a key demand of the protest movement that sprang
up last summer, after a white Ferguson officer shot and killed an unarmed black teenager, Michael Brown, 18.
But after midnight, somebody opened fire
from a hilltop, shooting out of the darkness
over a small crowd of demonstrators and into
a line of officers outside the Ferguson Police
TURN TO FERGUSON, PAGE A5

SAN FRANCISCO — Two federal judges say juries will have
to decide whether drivers for
Uber and Lyft are independent
contractors, or employees of the
ride-hailing companies with all
of the protections and benefits
the state affords regular workers.
The rulings have potentially expensive ramifications for
Uber and Lyft.
Two former Lyft drivers and
four current Uber drivers have
filed two separate lawsuits alleging that they were misclassified
as independent contractors and
thus deprived of California’s
minimum wage, reimbursement
for work-related expenses and
other protections. The plaintiffs
seek class-action status on behalf of current and former drivers in California.
Lyft and Uber dispute the
claims and had asked the courts
to issue summary judgments
against the plaintiffs.
But in respective rulings filed
Wednesday, U.S. District Judges Edward M. Chen and Vince
Chhabria said only a jury could
decide the issues because evidence could sway a reasonable
jury in either direction.
They agreed that California
laws are “outmoded,” and even
suggested that laws may at some
point be written specifically to
address the so-called “sharing
economy.” But until then, the
judges said, the burden is on
Uber and Lyft to prove drivers
aren’t employees.
Lyft and Uber declined to
comment on the rulings.
The ride-hailing companies
each operate apps that link
would-be riders up with nearby
TURN TO UBER, PAGE A5
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