FARM-FRESH FOOD TO GO » Duo creates
locally sourced, ready-to-eat meals. D1

A WILD WIN » Newman girls advance
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Water
deemed
safe at
3 schools

SONOMA PROFILE

A tough and tireless
advocate for the poor

Low lead levels found at
Healdsburg High, Junior
High, Fitch Mountain
By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A new wave of county tests
has shown that drinking water
at three Healdsburg schools is
safe for consumption, with levels of lead that fall below the
federal standard, Sonoma County public health officials said.
The determination, which
triggered a letter Friday to parents from Healdsburg Superintendent Chris Vanden Heuvel,
was supported by new tests conducted on dozens of drinking
fountains and sinks at Healdsburg High, Healdsburg Junior High and Fitch Mountain
School, according to district and
county health officials.
The tests came after the
school district 10 days ago shut
off fountains at the junior high
following preliminary findings
that indicated elevated levels of
lead in the campus water. That
step had been set in motion by
earlier tests that showed drinking water at a separate campus,
Healdsburg Elementary School,
had high levels of lead, well
above federal standards requiring corrective action.
County tests later showed water at the elementary school did
not have excessive levels of lead,
and the newest round of tests at
the other three campuses has
shown that water there is also
safe for consumption, county officials said.
Karen Milman, the county
public health officer, said the latest results should put parents at
ease. All the fountains and sinks
tested at the three schools were
at the lowest detectable levels
for lead, at less than 5 parts per
billion, well below the federal
limit of 15 parts per billion that
requires immediate corrective
action, Milman said.
“I hope this will reassure
parents that the water in the
TURN TO WATER » PAGE A8

Bills to ease
ride-hailing
rules stalled
By LIAM DILLON
LOS ANGELES TIMES

SACRAMENTO — San Diego
taxi company owner Alfredo
Hueso is a frustrated businessman.
State regulations are helping companies
such as Uber
and Lyft rob
him of business, he believes. And as
he complained
in a recent letter to the state
Senate
presiBen
dent,
elected
Hueso
leaders aren’t
State senator
doing anything
has family in the
to fix the probtaxi business
lem.
In that battle, though, Hueso has one advantage over the
ride-hailing companies: His
younger brother is state Sen.
Ben Hueso.
Since his election to the Legislature more than five years
ago, the Democratic lawmaker
has pushed for stiffer regulation
of ride-hailing companies amid
a battle playing out around the
country. At the same time, the
TURN TO STALLED » PAGE A8
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VOCAL PROTECTOR: Sonoma County Public Defender Kathleen Pozzi defends her client against claims made by the Probation Department last month in court.
Pozzi has worked for 30 years in the office that she now runs. She is the county’s first female public defender.

Public Defender Pozzi taking holistic approach to address roots of crime
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

KATHLEEN
POZZI

athleen Pozzi is like the mother Christopher
Hohmann never had.
When the 23-year-old former foster child
got in trouble for the second time, the Sonoma
County public defender took up his cause, keeping
him out of jail and hooking him up with a program
where he could learn job skills.
The gravel-voiced attorney sold the idea to a
judge, assuring that Hohmann had been coaxed
back onto the right track.
“I had to smack him around to make him listen
to me,” she told Judge Dana Simonds earlier this
month, gesturing with her bangle-covered arm.
After 30 years in the office she now runs, Pozzi’s
famously tough but maternal approach is shaping
its future. Through her leadership, staff members
are called on to be part mental health therapist,
education counselor and housing specialist in addition to top legal adviser.
It’s all part of Pozzi’s goal to take the agency
responsible for defending the county’s poor in a
more holistic direction that will help address the
underlying causes of crime while making up for
shortfalls in the social safety net.
Soon, instead of just representing homeless
clients at arraignments and bail hearings, public
defenders will refer them to shelters. Rather than
simply arguing over mental competence, lawyers
will also direct people to specialized treatment.
Need a tattoo removed? Pozzi’s attorneys know a
guy.
The new direction is needed in part because of
dwindling services, but also due to major changes in

Profession: Sonoma
County public
defender. Became the
county’s first female
public defender when
she was appointed
to the $182,000-a-year
position in 2012 by the
Board of Supervisors
Age: 55
Home: Lives in Santa
Rosa. Married with an
adult daughter
Influences: As a
child of the 1960s, TV
lawyer Perry Mason;
the late Marteen
Miller, “a bigger than
life” public defender
and her former boss;
and Elliot Daum, a
former deputy public
defender and current
Sonoma County
Superior Court judge.
Quote: “I’m not going
to save the world. But
in the end, I want
what everybody else
wants, and that’s
a safe and healthy
community.”

By PAUL PAYNE

K

TURN TO POZZI » PAGE A6

CARING SUPPORTER: Sonoma County Public Defender Kathleen Pozzi
hugs client Christopher Hohmann after he was given community service
instead of jail time. Pozzi described herself to the judge as a mother figure.

Trump rally sparks 24 hours of campaign chaos
By JULIE PACE
AND THOMAS BEAUMONT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CLEVELAND — In a Republican presidential primary filled
with extraordinary moments, a
24-hour stretch that began Friday night stands above them all.
Opponents of Donald Trump
were so committed to keeping
him from speaking in Chicago
that they aggressively clashed
with supporters, forcing the
GOP front-runner to abruptly
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cancel his rally before it even
began.
The next morning, two of the
candidates still fighting to defeat Trump, Florida Sen. Marco
Rubio and Ohio Gov. John Kasich, said they were so disgusted
by the chaos that they may not
support the billionaire businessman if he clinches their
party’s nomination.
And when Trump appeared
at another rally Saturday mornTURN TO TRUMP » PAGE A2

DID YOU REMEMBER? Daylight

Saving Time began overnight, so
clocks should be set ahead one hour.

Donald Trump
is surrounded
by Secret
Service
agents after a
disturbance
at his rally
Saturday in
Vandalia,
Ohio. A rally in
Chicago was
canceled the
day before
amid protests.
VICTOR J. BLUE / NEW YORK TIMES
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