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Panel: Provide wiretap proof
Sen. John McCain says
president should retract
claim if he has no evidence
By DEB RIECHMANN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The House intelligence committee is asking the
Trump administration for evidence
that the phones at Trump Tower
were tapped during the campaign as
its namesake has charged, a request
reinforced Sunday by an influential
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Republican senator who says the
president must either come up with
the evidence or retract his claim.
“I think the president has one of
two choices: either retract or to provide the information that the American people deserve, because, if his
predecessor violated the law, President Obama violated the law, we
have got a serious issue here, to say
the least,” Sen. John McCain said.
President Donald Trump asserted
in a tweet last week: “Terrible! Just
found out that Obama had my ‘wires
tapped’ in Trump Tower just before

the victory. Nothing found. This is
McCarthyism!” He continued the
allegation against former President
Barack Obama in other tweets but
offered no evidence.
The request for evidence by Monday was made in a letter sent to the
Justice Department by the House
committee chairman, Rep. Devin
Nunes, R-Visalia, and the panel’s
ranking Democrat, Rep. Adam
Schiff, D-Burbank, a senior congressional aide said Saturday.
The aide wasn’t authorized to
discuss the request by name and re-

quested anonymity.
Obama’s director of national intelligence, James Clapper, has said that
nothing matching Trump’s claims
had taken place, but that has not
quelled speculation that Trump’s
communications were monitored by
the Obama administration. Trump
has asked Congress to investigate.
Early this past week, Schiff said
the committee would answer the
president’s call to investigate the
claim. He also said he would ask

INSIDE
■ Perpetrators
behind stolen CIA
materials, and
their motivations,
a mystery. / A5
■ Immigrants
undergo training
to protect
themselves from
deportation
efforts. / A6

TURN TO WIRETAP » PAGE A5

LUCERNE » Low enrollments and expiring county subsidies make future
uncertain for Marymount California University’s Lakeside campus

Ricardo Olivarez, 20,
was trying friend’s new
motorcycle on Hall Road
By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Mikey Correa was at work in
Petaluma on Friday when he got
a text from Ricardo Olivarez,
one of his best friends, asking
if he wanted to shoot photos
when he got off. In the past three
years, photography had become
a passion for the 20-year-old Olivarez.
Where, Correa texted back,
did Olivarez want to go?
Olivarez replied, “Whenever,
wherever.”
That’s how
the night began — Olivarez and Correa
hanging out at
Correa’s house
in Santa Rosa.
When another
friend brought
Ricardo
over his new
Olivarez
motorcycle Olivarez wanted to test it out. Correa said he’d accompany him on
his own motorcycle, but Olivarez took off without him on the
2001 Suzuki 750.
It would be Olivarez’s last
ride.
About 9:27 p.m., he was at a
stop sign on Hall Road at the
three-way intersection with
Piezzi Road, west of Santa Rosa,
when a man suspected of druken
driving ran into him from behind in a Mitsubishi Outlander,
sending Olivarez flying off the
motorcycle and across the intersection. The speed limit on Hall
Road is 50 mph and 25 mph on
Piezzi Road.
Olivarez died at Santa Rosa
Memorial Hospital about 4 a.m.
Saturday morning.
The Mitsubishi driver, Ethan
Aizikovitz, 24, of Santa Rosa,
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Students Eric McElroy, left, Bailey Bramlett and Emily Young take notes during a lecture in positive psychology class on Thursday at the Lakeside
campus of Marymount California University in Lucerne.

Lean times for learning
Dominic Vigil,
7, runs down
a grassy hill
to play with
his brother
in front of
the Lakeside
campus of
Marymount
California
University in
Lucerne. The
historic building was originally built as a
resort hotel in
the 1920s.

By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

T

LUCERNE
he lighted windows of the elegant, 1920s-era
former hotel beckoned through the gloom of
a recent rainy night in Lake County. Inside
the castle-like building were four students in an
undergraduate abnormal psychology course at
what is a satellite campus of Marymount California
University.
The students, in their mid- to late-20s, work
during the day. Most have young children. All are
determined to complete their college degrees as
quickly as possible.
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Should teachers share Trump politics?
Some maintain a personal code of nonpartisanship, while
others are open about views on current events if asked
By CAROLYN THOMPSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CAROLYN THOMPSON / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Julie Conti, right, leads her government class at
Niagara Falls High School on March 8.
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NIAGARA FALLS, New York — A
New York City teacher was warned
over a homework question critical
of President Donald Trump. An Alabama district fielded complaints for a
teacher’s “Obama, you’re fired!” caption under a Trump display. And vid-
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eo caught a Texas art teacher shooting
a squirt gun at an image of the president, and yelling, “Die!”
In the age of Trump, when current
events are increasingly dominating
classroom discussions, there’s a debate among educators whether it’s
appropriate or even ethical for teachers to weigh in with their own political views. Is there a point when such
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opinionating crosses the line into political proselytizing?
“Why shouldn’t a teacher be able
to vocalize their opinion?” Niagara
Falls High School student Santino Cafarella, 18, asked after his government
class this past week.
“We’re in high school at this point.
We should be able to discover our own
viewpoints.”
It’s become a flashpoint at a time
when many teachers say students are
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