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Spicer, Conway say pres-
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wiretapping / A6
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Millions may lose insurance

Market 
sluggish 
to start 
year

The Sonoma County hous-
ing market slowed for a second 
straight month in February as 
large numbers of  potential sell-
ers held off listing their homes 
amid a string of  winter down-
pours.

New sellers listed 346 sin-
gle-family homes and condo-
miniums last month, a decrease 
of  nearly 40 percent from a year 
earlier, according to The Press 
Democrat’s monthly housing re-
port, compiled by Pacific Union 
International senior vice presi-
dent Rick Laws.

Most agents and brokers at-
tributed the decline to the wet 
weather, including the 14-plus 
inches of  rain that fell on Santa 
Rosa in February. Another sug-
gested reason is that potential 
sellers are holding back because 
it’s so hard to find a new place 
to buy after selling their current 
homes.

Whatever the reasons, the fact 
that 135 fewer properties came 
to market last month compared 
to a year earlier was striking, 
said Glenn Gephart, one of  four 
owners Century 21 NorthBay 
Alliance in Santa Rosa.

“We didn’t see the uptick in 
February like we would have a 
year ago,” Gephart said.

Brokers from around Califor-
nia are reporting more sellers 
gearing up to bring homes to 
market this spring, said Laws.

“I’m hoping everyone’s right,” 
he said, “because our sales are 
off.”

County buyers last month 
purchased 244 single-family 
homes, a decline of  3 percent 
from a year earlier. To date this 
year sales have declined nearly 
7 percent from the same period 
in 2016.

The median price for a sin-
gle-family home in February 
sold for $599,318, an increase of  

California Democrats target college loan debt

SACRAMENTO — Seizing on 
growing concerns over college 
affordability, California law-
makers proposed what would 
be the most generous college aid 
plan in the nation Monday, cov-
ering not just tuition but also 
living expenses that have led to 
spiraling student debt.

The plan would supplement 
California’s existing aid pro-
grams with the aim of  eradicat-
ing the need for student loans 

for nearly 400,000 students in 
the California State Universi-
ty and University of  California 
systems. 

It also would boost grants to 
community college students 
and give those attending them 
full time a tuition-free first year.

“Lower-income students … 
are able to many times, through 
our great programs in Califor-
nia, get help to pay for tuition. 
But they’re still graduating with 
a tremendous amount of  debt,” 
said Assemblyman Kevin Mc-
Carty, D-Sacramento, who is 
spearheading the plan. 

“The cost of  living, the books, 
the transportation — that’s 
(what) we really need to tackle.” SOPHIA BOLLAG / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Assemblyman Phil Ting, D-San Francisco, center, speaks on Monday in 
Sacramento in support of a plan to reduce student loan debt.

WASHINGTON — Four-
teen million Americans would 
lose coverage next year under 
House Republican legislation 
remaking the nation’s health 
care system, and that number 
would balloon to 24 million by 
2026, Congress’ budget analysts 

projected Monday. Their report 
deals a stiff blow to a GOP drive 
already under fire from both 
parties and large segments of  
the medical industry.

The Congressional Budget 
Office report undercuts a cen-
tral argument President Donald 
Trump and Republicans have 
cited for swiftly rolling back the 
2010 health care overhaul: that 
the insurance markets created 

under that statute are “a disas-
ter” and about to implode. The 
congressional experts said the 
market for individual policies 
“would probably be stable in 
most areas under either current 
law or the (GOP) legislation.”

The report also flies in the 
face of  Trump’s talk of  “insur-
ance for everybody,” which he 
stated in January. He has since 
embraced a less expansive goal 
— to “increase access” — ad-
vanced by House Speaker Paul 

Congressional Budget Office says 14 million will 
become uninsured in 2018 under GOP health plan
By ALAN FRAM AND 
RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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February listings off 
40 percent from 2016 
after tepid January

Proposal in Assembly 
calls for annual $1.6B
in new scholarships 
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HOME SALES

President 
Donald Trump 
speaks during 
a Monday 
meeting on 
health care in 
the Roosevelt 
Room of the 
White House in 
Washington.
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The past week of warm weather has started annual bud break of area vineyards, prompting Paradise Ridge Winery winemaker Dan Barwick to 
keep a closer eye on the Walter’s block of chardonnay on Monday in Santa Rosa. 

Bud break marks start 
of 2017 growing season

Vines, invigorated after ample rains, awaken as area temperatures rise

SPRING COMES TO WINE COUNTRY

With springlike temperatures fi-
nally arriving over the weekend, 
North Coast winemakers and vi-

ticulturists said Monday that bud break in 
vineyards has begun in earnest, signaling 
the start of  the grape growing season.

“They are just going nuts,” said Dan 
Barwick, winemaker at Paradise Ridge 
Winery in Santa Rosa, of  the chardonnay 
and pinot noir vines on the winery’s 156-
acre estate. 

The winter rains that have brought 

almost 53 inches of  precipitation to Santa 
Rosa since Oct. 1 — 23 inches above nor-
mal — also have invigorated the vines’ 
root systems after they endured five years 
of  drought, Barwick said.

“They haven’t woken up to this level of  
moisture for a long time,” he said. 

Most of  the local activity has been in the 
Russian River Valley, among pinot noir 
and chardonnay vines, said Karissa Kruse, 
president of  the Sonoma County Wine-
growers trade group. However, it could 
pick up speed and spread rapidly across 
the county if  the warm weather sticks 
around. 

“It depends if  the warm temperatures 
continue or if  the cold will come back,” 
Kruse said. The National Weather Service 
said the temperatures should be conducive 
for more sprouting, with highs from the 
mid 60s to upper 70s through the rest of  
the week and only a slight chance of  rain 
on Wednesday and Sunday.

The timing of  bud break this year is 
more normal than in recent years and 
could mean harvest time for sparkling 
wine in Sonoma County could arrive at the 
end of  July or early August, Kruse said.
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