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Neighbors wary of pot farm
MISSING MARK? » Suspects may
have invaded the wrong homes
to the East Coast.
The cannabis farm, the subject of neighborhood complaints, was abandoned several
months ago and is not currently
used to grow pot, neighbors said.
One said she had long feared the
farm would bring violence to the
rural enclave of homes west of
Petaluma.

By JULIE JOHNSON
AND RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A gang of would-be robbers
may have been targeting an old
marijuana farm outside Petaluma but went to the wrong house
in the middle of the night, foiling
what investigators believe was
a scheme to steal cannabis in
Sonoma County and ship it back

TURN TO FARM » PAGE A2

CANNABIS CHANGE? » Residents

push supervisors on restrictions
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A San Rafael-Novato SWAT team
member searches Novato for
home-invasion suspects on Monday.

Seizing on a pair of recent
cannabis-related home-invasion
robberies in Sonoma County,
neighborhood activists Tuesday
called on the Board of Supervisors to tighten restrictions
on pot farming despite strong
resistance from industry representatives.

Critics cited particular concerns about one operation moving forward near their homes in
Penngrove, but they called for
major changes to the county’s
overall approach to cannabis in
light of the pot-related invasions
by East Coast gunmen into three
homes west of Petaluma before
dawn Monday.
TURN TO SUPERVISORS » PAGE A2

SAN DIEGO » President explores border wall prototypes,
says Brown ‘doing a terrible job’ as California’s governor

Trump’s first visit testy

Stephen Hawking

STEPHEN HAWKING
» 1942-2018

Bright
star of
physics
dies at 76

Scientist delved into
mysteries of universe,
revolutionizing cosmology
By JOEL ACHENBACH
AND BOYCE RENSBERGER
WASHINGTON POST

EVAN VUCCI / ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Donald Trump reviews border wall prototypes Tuesday in San Diego. Protesters were kept from view during the visit.
By BRIAN BENNETT
AND NOAH BIERMAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES

SAN DIEGO — President Donald
Trump saw just what he wanted to
see on his first visit to California as
president on Tuesday — physical
evidence of the “big, beautiful wall”

separating the United States and
Mexico that was the central promise
of his campaign — yet little of the
resistance to his presidency that has
come to define the state.
Standing amid cement-and-steel
prototypes at the Mexican border,
Trump had harsh words for the state’s
Democratic officeholders who oppose

the wall as well as his other anti-immigration policies. Protesters, including deported veterans on the Tijuana
side, were kept mostly out of sight.
The president accused Gov. Jerry
Brown of “doing a terrible job running the state,” said residents would
TURN TO CALIFORNIA » PAGE A10

PROTESTS ON
THE BORDER
President Trump
greeted by
hundreds taking
part in rallies,
both in support
of and against
him / A10

In solidarity, students plan to protest
County teens taking part
in national walkouts
to call for gun control
By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Students across the North Bay
will join a national school walkout today, marking one month
since a deadly high school shooting in Parkland, Florida.
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Congress,” said Emma Ruderman, 17, a Santa Rosa High
School senior. “We need stronger
laws.”
She’s organizing the walkout
at her school where students will
gather in front of the main building off Mendocino Avenue after
their second-period class. They’ll
be waving signs at motorists on
the busy thoroughfare.
As an advanced theater arts
student in the school’s ArtQuest
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and
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schools from San Rafael to
Healdsburg — as well as around
the country — as students honor
the shooting victims and call for
tougher gun control. Some are
expected to last 17 minutes — a
minute for each student and educator gunned down at Parkland’s
Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School.
“It’s bringing awareness to
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program, Ruderman is worried
about getting detention. The
walkout will take place during
a break but might cut into third
period. Still, she said, it’s important she and her classmates push
for change when it comes to gun
violence.
“It’s been feeling very personal,” she said, noting the recent
series of violent threats scrawled
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Stephen Hawking, the British
theoretical physicist who overcame a devastating neurological
disease to probe the greatest mysteries of the cosmos and become
a globally celebrated symbol of
the power of the human mind,
has died, a family spokesman told
the Associated Press. He was 76.
Unable to move a muscle,
speechless but for a computer-synthesized voice, Dr. Hawking had suffered since the age
of 21 from a degenerative motor
neuron disease similar to amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or Lou
Gehrig’s disease.
Initially given two years to
live, a diagnosis that threw him
into a profound depression, he
found the strength to complete
his doctorate and rise to the position of Lucasian professor of
mathematics at the University of
TURN TO HAWKING » PAGE A11
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It’s our 1ST EVER Spring Black Friday Flooring Sale!
Shop now and save with hundreds of deals on the
Hottest Styles of 2018!
While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. See store for details.

Promotional
Financing Available*
24 Months

*On Purchases of $2,000 or more made with your Lumber Liquidators credit card from March 7-20,
2018. Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

