
OAKLAND GETS 
THEIR MAN »  
Antonio Brown 
introduced at 
conference as 
newest member 
of Raiders.   C1

MAIL SERVICE 
RESUMES »  
Rural residents 
relieved as 
Guerneville 
opens temporary 
post office.   A3

THURSDAY, MARCH 14, 2019 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

W I N N E R  O F  T H E  2 0 1 8  P U L I T Z E R  P R I Z E

SANTA ROSA
High 66, Low 38
THE WEATHER, C8

Advice B7
Benefield C1
Business B8

Comics B6
Crossword B7
Editorial A6

Horoscopes B5
Lotto A2
Movies B5

Nation-World B1
Obituaries B3
Smith A3

MORE JAIL TIME FOR MANAFORT: Former 
Trump campaign chairman sentenced to 
almost 8 years for fraud charges / B1

©2019 
The Press 
Democrat

FAA, 
Trump 
ground 
aircraft

After days of  resistance, the 
United States on Wednesday fol-
lowed its counterparts around 
the world in grounding the 
Boeing 737 Max 8, the aircraft 
involved in a deadly crash in 
Ethiopia on Sunday and anoth-
er several months ago in Indo-
nesia.

Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration officials said that air-
plane tracking data they viewed 
Wednesday and new evidence 
from the wreckage of  the crash 
in Ethiopia showed similarities 
to the crash in Indonesia, lead-
ing the agency to ground both 
the 737 Max 8 and the Max 9, an-
other aircraft in the series.

President Donald Trump an-
nounced the abrupt about-face 
Wednesday, after U.S. officials 
found themselves nearly alone 
in allowing the planes to remain 
in the air.

As recently as Wednesday 
morning, both Boeing and the 
FAA had continued to say it was 
safe for the planes to fly.

“Any plane currently in the 
air will go to its destination and 
thereafter be grounded until 
further notice,” Trump said at 
an afternoon news conference. 
“The safety of  the American 
people, and all people, is our 
paramount concern.”

But there were growing ques-
tions about the slow response 
to the crisis and whether the 
nation’s top air-safety officials 
acted quickly enough to protect 
the flying public. Trump took 
the unusual step of  consulting 
personally with Boeing’s chief  
executive earlier this week.

In the months leading up to 
the crash of  Ethiopian Airlines 
Flight 302, U.S. pilots had ex-
pressed exasperation about the 
aircraft’s systems, which they 
said limited their control of  the 
planes, according to a confi-
dential safety reporting system 
hosted by NASA.

Pilots complained of  inad-
equate training on automa-
tion-assisted flying systems, 
unfamiliarity with the controls, 
anxiety that prompted them to 
engage autopilot earlier than 
normal, and at least two in-
stances where the plane pitched 

Boeing 737 Max 8 and 
Max 9 both restricted 
following Ethiopia crash
By LUZ LAZO, MICHAEL LARIS, 
AND LORI ARATANI
WASHINGTON POST
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Vacaville ‘Jane Doe’ was 
Santa Rosa woman’s mom

Caitlin Johnson was in her 
Santa Rosa office last November 
when she got a once-in-a-
lifetime call from the Vacaville 
Police Department.

A detective told her some-
thing remarkable: Improved 
forensic technology had helped 
authorities identify the body of  
a 38-year-old woman discovered 
in April 1991 at the site of  what 
would become the Vacaville  

Premium Outlets. 
The dead woman was John-

son’s mother, police said. Vacav-
ille’s only “Jane Doe” had a new 
name, or rather, regained her 
old names: Cynthia Bilardi, also 
known as Cynthia Merkley.  

Johnson, a Rincon Valley res-
ident who works as a program 
coordinator with people who 
have developmental disabili-
ties, remembered going to the 
outlets every August as a teen-
ager to shop for school clothes. 
The detective’s call to Johnson, 

almost 28 years after Cynthia is 
believed to have died, unleashed 
a cocktail of  emotion. 

“It was a combination of  
shock, devastation and closure,” 
Johnson said Wednesday. “I was 
able to have an answer, but how 
much does it suck that that’s the 
answer? I would rather have her 
not want anything to do with 
me than to be told she’s passed 
away.”

Vacaville police went public 
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Caitlin Johnson poses for a portrait in Santa Rosa. Last November, 
Johnson was notified by Vacaville police that the body of a woman who 
died 28 years ago was identified as her mother.
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Halt of executions 
gets mixed reaction

SAN QUENTIN PRISON » 737 INMATES ON DEATH ROW

Some victims’ families feel Newsom’s moratorium order is justice denied

For 23 years, Marc Klaas 
has believed he would one 
day observe the ultimate 

justice enacted against Richard 
Allen Davis, a stranger who ab-
ducted his 12-year-old daughter, 
Polly Klaas, from her Petaluma 
bedroom, strangled her and left 
her body in a thicket covered 
with scrap wood. 

An advocate for children’s 
safety since his daughter’s  
1993 death, Klaas was meeting 
with Gov. Gavin Newsom in 
Sacrament on noon Tuesday 
to advocate for greater victim 
involvement in the criminal jus-
tice process when the governor 

told him directly he would be 
halting executions in California. 

“I died a little bit in that room 
when he said that,” said Klaas, 
69, of  Sausalito. “I had every 
expectation when I walked out 
of  the courtroom back in 1996 
that at some point that penalty 
would be imposed on Richard 
Allen Davis, that he would be 
executed.”

Davis, 64, is among the most 
notorious inmates sentenced 
to death in California. He is 
among 737 other condemned 
inmates in California, where 
the men are housed on death 
row at San Quentin State Prison 
and women at the Central 

By JULIE JOHNSON
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“I had every expectation when I walked out of the courtroom 
back in 1996 that at some point that penalty would be imposed on  
Richard Allen Davis, that he would be executed.”
MARC KLAAS, father of Polly Klaas, who was kidnapped and murdered in 1993; her killer was sentenced to death in 1996
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The interior of the lethal injection facility is shown at San Quentin State Prison in San Quentin. Gov. Gavin Newsom signed a moratorium on the 
death penalty in California on Wednesday. The prison currently has 737 inmates on death row.

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS AND REHABILITATION

A death penalty chamber chair is carried to a truck Wednesday at San 
Quentin State Prison in San Quentin.


