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Hearing to tackle marine preserves
SANCTUARIES » Lawmakers, environmentalists worry
meeting will mark beginning of eroding protections
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Rep. Jared Huffman and environmentalists are concerned
that a House subcommittee
hearing today on Capitol Hill
marks the beginning of a Republican assault on a national
marine sanctuary system that
protects 350 miles of California’s coast from offshore oil development and pumps millions

of dollars into local economies,
including Sonoma County.
The House Subcommittee
on Water, Power and Oceans
hearing is likely a precursor to
legislation that would gut federal laws that foster protection
of natural resources and habitats nationwide in a system encompassing more than 600,000
square miles of ocean and Great
Lakes waters, said Huffman,
D-San Rafael, the subcommit-

tee’s ranking
minority member.
“They don’t
like anything
that
limits
d eve l o p m e n t
or
energy
extraction,”
Jared
Huffman said,
Huffman
regarding the
intent of Republicans who control Congress. “There’s a huge
exuberance right now on the
Republican side to pass legislation,” he said. “Right now they
are firing live ammunition.”

Rep. Doug Lamborn, a Colorado Republican who chairs the
subcommittee, said the hearing
will focus on “the real-life impacts” of marine monuments
and sanctuaries on communities that depend on their natural resources.
“The federal government
simply does not know better
than the people on land, on the
docks or in the water,” Lamborn
said in an email. “Our agencies
need to work with local officials,
industry and all stakeholders,
as they are the ones that will directly benefit from, or bear the

burden of these closed areas.”
The 19-member subcommittee includes 11 Republicans and
eight Democrats and overall
eight members are from California (three Republicans and
five Democrats).
Huffman, a former environmental attorney, said there is
nothing to prevent Congress
and President Trump from removing properties from the list
of sanctuaries or marine monuments.
Two protected zones — the
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Athina Cordova, right, tells Christina Wheeler and Joy Veeninga about the book she’s reading in the community area of the Sloan House women’s
shelter in Santa Rosa on Monday. The shelter may have to relocate if the Board of Supervisors approves the sale of the land it is on.

Keeping ‘restorative’ setting
Despite sale of land, many voice optimism in potentially finding new home
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A

t first, Athina Cordova was disheartened when she learned about the
likely sale of land that includes the
shelter where she has stayed since November.
Homeless on and off since she was 11
years old, Cordova, now 41, has enjoyed
the secluded and residential setting of the
Sloan House women’s shelter in the northeastern Santa Rosa hills.
“It brought me to tears a little bit,” Cordova said. “This place has been here for a
long time.”

Like her case manager, however, Cordova decided to view the situation optimistically, hoping the move will bring Sloan
House into a larger space where it can
serve more people.
Managed by the nonprofit Community
Action Partnership of Sonoma County,
the shelter has operated for more than a
decade out of a houselike shelter where
homeless women and children live on a
temporary basis. Residents can stay for up
to six months and requirements for those
living at the shelter include filling out a
goal sheet and, searching for housing and
employment.
But the county-owned land on which

Sloan House is located, near the former
Sutter Medical Center on Chanate Road, is
poised to change hands soon. The Board of
Supervisors voted in February to advance
plans to sell 82 acres in the area to developer Bill Gallaher, who envisions building a
housing development there with as many
as 800 units and addition including trails, a
grocery store, recreation center, dog park
and 68 acres of open space.
The sale is not yet final and it remains
unclear exactly when Sloan House will
need to relocate. But Tim Reese, the community partnership’s executive director,

WASHINGTON — The House
GOP effort to repeal and replace
Obamacare appeared in deep
trouble Tuesday, underscoring
the limits of a party that has
traditionally put a priority on
cutting taxes and government
spending over digging into the
details of safeguarding Americans’
health
care.
INSIDE
Many Republicans in Con- ■ Study estimates
gress
remain GOP plan could
in outright re- leave thousands of
volt over the elderly, lowerbill, warning it income Californians
does not have without coverage.
enough
votes / A6
to pass the ■ The “deep state,”
House or Sen- an alleged shadowy
ate against stiff network, becomes
Democratic re- focus point for
sistance.
some Republicans.
A few moder- / B1
ate Republicans
emerged from a Senate lunch
Tuesday optimistic that House
leaders would amend the legislation to meet their concerns. They
want to preserve coverage for the
millions of Americans who are
projected to be left without insurance.
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Tax papers show Trump took write-off of $100M
LEAKED DOCUMENTS » Two-page 2005 return reveals
president paid alternative minimum tax, which he opposes
By PETER BAKER
AND JESSE DRUCKER
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump wrote off more than
$100 million in business losses to reduce his federal taxes in 2005, accord-
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ing to forms made public Tuesday
night: a rare glimpse at documents
that he had refused to disclose since
becoming a candidate for the nation’s
highest office.
Trump paid $38 million in federal
income taxes on reported income of
$150 million, an effective tax rate of

B3
A5
B7

25 percent, according to forms disclosed by Rachel Maddow on her
MSNBC show. By claiming losses,
Trump apparently saved millions of
dollars in taxes that he would otherwise have owed.
The White House responded without even waiting for the show to air,
issuing a statement that seemed to
confirm the authenticity of the forms
even as it defended Trump and assailed MSNBC for publicizing them.

BODY DISCOVERED: Missing Penngrove

woman’s remains found outside Point Reyes
Station; police investigating as homicide. / A3

“Before being elected president,
Mr. Trump was one of the most successful businessmen in the world,
with a responsibility to his company,
his family and his employees to pay
no more tax than legally required,”
the statement said.
The White House described the
business losses as a “large-scale depreciation for construction,” but
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