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MARCH MADNESS:  Get 
caught up with all the 
major storylines before the 
NCAA men’s basketball 
tournament begins/ C1

INSIDE

A federal judge in Hawaii 
issued a nationwide order 
Wednesday evening blocking 
President Donald Trump’s ban 
on travel from parts of  the Mus-
lim world, dealing a stinging 
blow to the White House and sig-
naling in pointed language that 
Trump will 
have to account 
in court for his 
heated rhetoric 
about Islam.

The ruling 
was the second 
major setback 
for Trump in 
his pursuit of  
a policy he has 
trumpeted as critical for na-
tional security. His first attempt 
to sharply limit travel from a 
handful of  predominantly Mus-
lim countries ended in a court-
room fiasco last month, when a 
federal court in Seattle halted it.

Trump reacted to that setback 
with fury, lashing out at the ju-
diciary. He did so again at a ral-
ly in Nashville on Wednesday 
night a couple of  hours after the 
ruling.

Raising his voice to a hoarse 
shout, Trump criticized the 
judge, Derrick Watson, as well 
as the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of  
Appeals, which upheld the ear-

Trump: Loosen fuel economy

Trump 
travel 
ban put 
on hold

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump directed the En-
vironmental Protection Agency 
on Wednesday to shelve aggres-
sive vehicle fuel economy tar-
gets that have been a founda-
tion for battles against climate 

change and harmful pollution 
in California and across the 
country.

The move attacks one of  the 
Obama administration’s sig-
nature achievements and dims 
the future of  electric vehicles, 
which the mileage rules have 
pushed the auto industry to-

ward.
The regulations to be re-

viewed — finalized in the wan-
ing days of  Obama’s presidency 
— had set ambitious targets for 
vehicle mileage in an effort to 
encourage automakers to devel-
op and market new technologies 
that reduce fuel consumption.

Trump said Wednesday that 
“common-sense changes” were 
needed.

“We are going to ensure that 

any regulations we have protect 
and defend your jobs,” Trump 
announced at a vehicle testing 
facility outside Detroit. “We’re 
going to be fair.”

The decision puts the White 
House on a path toward a direct 
and costly confrontation with 
California. State officials, point-
ing to California’s unique au-
thority under the Clean Air Act, 
have made clear they will not 
waver from requiring passenger 

cars to average about 54 miles 
per gallon by 2025, up from an 
average of  36 miles per gallon 
today.

A Sonoma County clean air 
advocate and the area’s two con-
gressmen criticized the presi-
dent’s action.

Ann Hancock, executive di-
rector of  the Santa Rosa-based 
Center for Climate Protection, a 
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Hawaii judge cites 
quotes from campaign
By ALEXANDER BURNS
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INSIDE
Trump budget 
proposal includes 
cuts to EPA, 
arts programs, 
increases in 
military 
spending  / B1

License plate plan to aid state parks in jeopardy

A commemorative license 
plate program that could poten-
tially raise millions for Califor-
nia’s cash-strapped parks sys-
tem is in jeopardy before ever 
hitting the road.

Five years after legislation 
crafted by a North Coast law-
maker authorized the program, 
and 18 months after the spe-

cial-edition plate — featuring an 
image of  redwoods designed by 
a Napa County educator — was 
proposed, the California Parks 
and Recreation Department 
faces a May 18 deadline to get  
7,500 preorders. As of  Wednes-
day afternoon, 1,110 had been 
ordered.

Undaunted, park advocates 
are making a last-ditch push to 
generate interest.

“It’s a steep slope for sure, but 

I think it’s a matter of  aware-
ness,” said Sam Hodder, presi-
dent of  the Save the Redwoods 
League. “Californians love their 
state parks and their redwoods. 
If  they are aware that there’s a 
way they can advertise that love 
on their license plates, they’d 
jump at the chance.”

State parks on the North 
Coast are a testament to the 

DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES

A new license plate featuring a 
redwood forest would help fund 
specific state parks projects.

By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Marla Collis of Santa Rosa feeds the meter Wednesday on Fourth Street in Santa Rosa. City officials are proposing to increase parking rates over a 
period of time in high-use zones and drop the rates in low-use zones. 

Parking rates may rise

City weighs charging more downtown during peak times

SANTA ROSA

Santa Rosa is moving forward with 
long-discussed plans to set parking 
rates downtown based on demand, 

a move that would likely result in higher 
parking rates in the busiest business dis-
tricts and lower ones in areas that get less 
usage today. 

The city is pushing the switch to a so-
called “progressive parking” strategy as 
a way to make it easier for drivers to find 
parking spaces in the areas where compe-
tition for parking spots is most fierce, such 

as the core of  Old Courthouse Square and 
Railroad Square. 

“The overall goal is to make it easier to 
find a space, so that the most popular space 
has a different price from the least popular 
space,” Lauren Mattern, a parking expert 
hired to study the city’s parking program, 
told the council Tuesday. 

The proposal would increase parking 
prices from $1 an hour to $1.50 and extend 
some of  the collection hours for two hours 
to 8 p.m. But raising parking rates in San-
ta Rosa — the only city in Sonoma County 
that charges for parking — is likely to draw 
criticism from businesses and residents 

who have frequently complained the city’s 
parking program drives away visitors. 

Some businesses have reported strug-
gling because of  the heavy construction 
work to reunify Old Courthouse Square 
and the ensuing changes in traffic patterns. 
Hiking parking rates so soon after the new 
square opens next month struck La Vera 
Pizza owner Sue Kade as unwise. 

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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INSIDE
City agrees to lease 50 parking spaces to allow valet 
parking for downtown boutique hotel project / A8


