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INSIDE

The wounded tried to crawl 
away or lie still, while others 
ran or crouched behind the 
dead, but the gunman kept pull-
ing the trigger.

He shot fleeing women and 
girls, and pumped bullet after 
bullet into piles of  motionless 
men and boys in a house of  wor-
ship.

The man accused of  carrying 
out the worst mass murder in 
New Zealand’s modern history, 
one that left 49 people dead and 
more than 40 others wounded at 
two mosques in Christchurch, 
was identified in court docu-
ments on Saturday as Brenton 
Harrison Tarrant, 28. The sus-
pect, who officials said is an 
Australian citizen, was charged 
with one count of  murder, and 
more were expected to come.

Three other 
people were 
detained by 
the police, 
though one 
was released 
hours later. 
An 18-year-old 
local man was 
charged with 
“intent to ex-
cite hostility 
or ill will,” but court officials 
would not elaborate.

The horror was designed spe-
cifically for an era that has mar-
ried social media and racism 
— a massacre apparently moti-
vated by white extremist hatred, 
streamed live on Facebook and 
calculated to go viral.

The shooting represented a 
staggering corruption of  a form 
of  communication, used inno-
cently by millions, that prom-
ised to draw people together but 
has also helped pry them apart 
into warring camps. It also 

Deaths 
of 49 
fueled 
by hate
Mass shooting in 
mosque streamed live; 
police ID main suspect
By RICHARD PÉREZ-PEÑA
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO HATE » PAGE A10

INSIDE
 ■World’s  

Muslim  
community 
mourns./ A10

 ■ Social media  
was used to 
spread real-time 
images. / A11

NEW ZEALAND

North Korea threatened on Friday to 
suspend negotiations with the Trump 
administration over the North’s nuclear 
arms program and said its leader, Kim 
Jong Un, would soon decide whether to 
resume nuclear and missile tests.

Addressing diplomats and foreign 
correspondents at a news conference in 
Pyongyang, the North Korean capital, 
Vice Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui said 
that personal relations between Kim and 
Trump were “still good and the chemis-
try is mysteriously wonderful.”

But she said Secretary of  State Mike 

Pompeo and John Bolton, Trump’s na-
tional security adviser, had created an 
“atmosphere of  hostility and mistrust” 
that thwarted the top leaders’ negotia-
tions in Hanoi, Vietnam, last month.

After the Hanoi meeting ended without 
a deal, the North Korean leader had seri-
ous doubts about the merits of  continu-
ing negotiations with Trump, Choe said.

“We have neither the intention to com-
promise with the U.S. in any form nor 
much less the desire or plan to conduct 
this kind of  negotiation,” said Choe, 
according a report from Pyongyang 
by the Associated Press, which has a  

By CHOE SANG-HUN
NEW YORK TIMES
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President Donald Trump speaks with Kim Jong-un in 
Hanoi, Vietnam, on Feb. 27.

N Korea threatens to scuttle talks with US
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MARCHING FOR A CHANGE: High School students from Santa Rosa, Petaluma, Novato and Lower Lake march down Santa Rosa Avenue from City Hall on Friday to 
demand action against climate change. About 150 North Bay students and supporters participated in the downtown Santa Rosa event. 

Students take action

Teens join students worldwide 
to demand leaders protect the Earth

The chants began jumbled, 
with leaders of  a throng 
of  teenage activists timid-

ly summoning their collective 
voices while stopped at a cross-
walk in Santa Rosa, waiting to 
march forward in a renewed 
fight to protect the Earth from 
potential catastrophic effects of  
extreme weather. 

When the light flashed allow-
ing them to proceed, their vigor 
grew with each step until the 
group carrying cardboard signs 
coalesced around a streamlined 
psalm and hit their stride. 

“Hey-hey, ho-ho, climate 
change has got to go!”

High school students from 
across Sonoma County on 
Friday skipped classes and 
converged in Petaluma, Se-
bastopol and downtown Santa 
Rosa, where about 150 North 
Bay students and supporters 
held an afternoon rally in Old 
Courthouse Square before their 
march to City Hall. 

They joined youth-led climate 
strikes held in cities across 
more than 100 countries, co-
ordinated to pressure political 
leaders to take strong action 
against climate change, which 

TAKING ON 
GLOBAL ISSUE: 
Student leader 
Lucy London, 17, 
a senior at the 
Marin School of 
the Arts, speaks 
to a crowd in 
Old Courthouse 
Square. They 
joined youth-led 
climate strikes 
held in cities 
across more than 
100 countries, 
coordinated to 
pressure political 
leaders to take 
strong action 
against climate 
change.

By NASHELLY CHAVEZ  
AND KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Lawsuit against paper tossed

A state appellate court Friday dis-
missed a defamation lawsuit filed 
against The Press Democrat by 
Sonoma County developer Bill Gal-
laher and his son-in-law, Scott Flat-

er, that challenged the newspaper’s 
reporting on the unprecedented sum 
of  money spent by Flater to influ-
ence the 2016 Santa Rosa City Coun-
cil election.

Gallaher and Flater sued the news-
paper in late 2016 claiming their rep-
utations were harmed in four stories 
published before that November’s 
election detailing $195,000 in inde-
pendent expenditures by Flater to 
support three council candidates. 
The articles described historic 

spending for six open council seats, 
including a last-minute influx of  
cash for mailers and other materials. 

In a unanimous decision, three 
justices with the First Appellate Dis-
trict court in San Francisco ruled 
that Gallaher and Flater failed to 
prove the stories were false. The jus-
tices rejected arguments by Gallaher 
and Flater that campaign expendi-
tures were a private matter between 
the donor and the politician, stating 
that it is “beyond dispute” that elec-

tions and campaign spending are of  
widespread public interest and call-
ing the plaintiffs’ attempt to argue 
otherwise “frivolous.”

“The Press Democrat articles re-
porting on Flater’s enormous inde-
pendent expenditures, explaining 
Flater’s connection to Gallaher, and 
raising questions about the source 
of  the funds spent by Flater were 
clearly in connection with an issue 

Gallaher, Flater must cover 
PD legal costs defending 
campaign finance articles
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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