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SEX ASSAULT CASE NARROWS: Charges against  
two of  three men dropped in alleged abduction, 
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Vintner suspected 
of killing investor, self

WHAT 
HAPPENED
11 a.m.: Conference 
call at Dahl Vineyards 
over $1.2 million 
dispute ends with 
both parties, vintner 
Robert Dahl and 
former investor Emad 
Tawfilis, agreeing to 
work out differences.
11:49 a.m.: 911 
call comes in from 
Tawfilis saying he has 
been shot.
11:50 a.m.: Napa 
County sheriff’s 
deputies arrive at the 
vineyard, see two 
men, one reportedly 
armed with a gun, 
the other shot in 
the head. Deputies 
pursue Dahl who has 
sped off in an SUV, 
while others aid the 
injured man.
On a private drive 
about 10 miles from 
the vineyard, Dahl 
reportedly shoots 
himself.

Photos by CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

Napa law enforcement personnel place markers at a vineyard along Solano Avenue and Hoffman Lane south of Yountville on Monday.

‘I hate 
cyclists’  

blog post 
draws fire

A Sebastopol boutique meat 
purveyor ignited an Internet 
firestorm that spread across the 
country with a sharply-word-
ed blog post about “obnoxious 
and entitled” cyclists, leading 

to a humbling 
lesson in the 
power of  social 
media and the 
dangers that 
bike riders face 
every day on 
Sonoma Coun-
ty roads.

Adam Parks, 
the outspoken 
owner of Victo-
rian Farmstead 

Meat Co., was contrite Monday 
after meeting with bicyclists to 
ask for forgiveness and writing in-
dividual apologies to commenters 
who deluged his company’s Face-
book and Yelp pages with outrage.

“It was 24 hours that were 
very scary,” Parks said Monday.

The blog post, published last 
week on his company’s website, 
was intended to be “sarcastic 
and funny,” Parks said in an on-
line apology. 

“It was apparently neither,” 
he noted.

In the long, rambling post, 
Parks called cyclists in the traf-
fic lane “fair game” and “Tour 
de Speedbump contestants,” and 
suggested a legitimate option 
was “running them off the road.”

The post enraged the North 
Coast cycling community and 
quickly spread over the Inter-
net, drawing denunciations 
from bike riders across the 
country. One reader named him 
“douchelord” while another 

NAPA — A bitter business dis-
pute between a Napa Valley vint-
ner and a former investor ended 
Monday in an outburst of  violence 
that left both men dead.

The vintner, Robert Dahl, al-
legedly shot his former business 
investor in the head in a vineyard 
overlooking Highway 29, the main 
route through the famed wine re-
gion, according to several sources 
familiar with the investigation.

He then fled into the wooded hills 
between Napa and Sonoma valleys, 
turning the gun on himself  as dep-
uties closed in, sources said.

Dahl and the former investor, 
Santa Clara County resident Emad 
Tawfilis, had met earlier Monday 
morning at Dahl’s winery to discuss 
a $1.2 million loan dispute, said Kou-
sha Berokim, a Los Angeles attor-
ney who represented Dahl. Tawfilis’ 
investment firm sued Dahl, alleging 
the vintner had accepted several 
loans for a defunct company.

 At the meeting, the two agreed 
to “work out their differences and 
a timetable so they can ultimately 
come to a deal,” said Berokim, who 

participated in the 11 a.m. meeting 
via a telephone conference call.

“I was not expecting or suspect-
ing any violence,” Berokim said. “I 
don’t know what happened.”

Soon after the phone call ended, 
emergency dispatchers received 
a call from a man who said that 
“someone was coming after him” 
and “he had been shot,” Napa Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Capt. Doug Pike said. 
The men were identified as Dahl 

and Tawfilis by multiple sources, 
including Berokim and a person fa-
miliar with the investigation. 

Tawfilis’ attorney David Wise-
blood said in an email Monday that 
“this is really an awful day.” He 
could not be reached late Monday 

Murder charge filed in cold-case killing

The body of shooting victim Emad Tawfilis of Santa Clara County is 
removed Monday from a vineyard south of Yountville.

SHOOTING IN NAPA VALLEY

Dispute over $1.2 million loan reportedly preceded attack

Netanyahu: 
No Palestinian 
state if elected

JERUSALEM — Under pres-
sure on the eve of  a surprisingly 
close election, Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu of  Israel 
on Monday doubled down on 
his appeal to right-wing voters, 
declaring definitively that if  he 
was returned to office he would 
never establish a Palestinian 
state .

The statement reversed Net-
anyahu’s endorsement of  a two-
state solution to the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict in a 2009 speech 
at Bar Ilan University, and 
confirmed many world leaders’ 
suspicions that he was never re-
ally serious about peace negoti-
ations. If  he manages to eke out 
a fourth term, the new stance 
would further fray Netanya-
hu’s ruinous relationship with 
the Obama administration and 
heighten tension with Europe-
an countries already frustrated 
with the stalled peace process.

“I think that anyone who is 
going to establish a Palestinian 
state today and evacuate lands 
is giving attack grounds to the 
radical Islam against the state 
of  Israel,” he said in a video 
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Meat company owner’s 
comments, apology call 

attention to risks on road
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Durst’s extradition to LA 
could be complicated 

by charges in Louisiana

Adam 
Parks

Robert 
DurstNEW ORLEANS — Not for 

the first time in his life, Robert 
Durst had left his home and 
sought to disappear. And not for 
the first time, he went to New 
Orleans.

As he had done before, Durst 
appeared under an assumed 
name, checking into the JW 

Marriott as Everette Ward. He 
had a gun and, friends said, a 
feeling of  anxiety about how the 
following days might unfold.

Durst had spent nearly half  
his life suspected of  murder — 
first of  his wife, then of  one of  
his closest friends and finally of  
an elderly neighbor in Texas.

Even before HBO broadcast 
the dramatic finale on Sunday 
of  a documentary film about 
him and the murders, in which 
Durst seemed to admit his role 
in the killings, he told friends 
and associates that he was wor-
ried he would be arrested.

Durst knew that he had taken 
a gamble in participating in the 

film, against 
the wishes of  
his lawyers, 
but it seemed 
a chance to tell 
his side of  the 
story.

As the docu-
mentary drew 
to its close, he 
told friends he 
believed the au-

thorities were coming for him. 
They finally did on Saturday 
night, with state police officers 
and federal agents arresting 
him at the hotel on a warrant 
issued in Los Angeles County. 
He is being held in New Orleans 

without bail.
On Monday, the authorities in 

Los Angeles announced that he 
had been charged with first-de-
gree murder in the killing of  Su-
san Berman, a confidante who 
was fatally shot in 2000.

According to accounts of  his 
final weeks before being taken 
into custody — pieced together 
from interviews with his law-
yers, friends, associates and 
several telephone conversations 
with Durst himself  — Durst 
seemed drained from three de-
cades of  being accused of  mur-
der and concerned that a court 
fight could drag on for years, he 
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THINK YOU KNOW  
THE REAL PANDA?

SURPRISE 49ERS
RETIREMENT
Borland, 24, who replaced 
Willis, exiting because of  
head trauma concerns C1
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