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EXPLORE LAKE COUNTY: At Boatique Winery, 
visitors can try award-winning wines and 
admire museum-quality wooden boats. / T1
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PINOT NOIR » Siduri winemaker 
explores new approaches to bring 
out the best in top varietal.  E1

MOUNTAIN LION CUBS » Research 
project keeps eye on feline family 
at Trione-Annadel State Park.  D5

FIREFIGHTER VS. FLOODS » Former 
All-American swimmer channels 
skills into swift water rescue.  C1
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Christchurch mourns 50 slain
INSIDE

 ■ Sharing grief at 
Islamic Society of 
Santa Rosa / A3

 ■ Survivors, 
relatives recall 
victims / A10

 ■Man who faced 
off with attacker 
called a hero / A10

 ■How to help 
the Christchurch 
survivors / A11

CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand 
— From pop-up relief  tents dispens-
ing tea and cookies to overwhelmed 
morgues, this placid city of  parks 
and gardens struggled over the 
weekend to cope with the aftermath 

of  a massacre as police announced 
the discovery of  another victim, 
raising the death count to 50, and the 
suspected shooter made his first ap-
pearance in court.

Avowed neo-Nazi Brenton Harri-
son Tarrant, a 28-year-old Austral-
ian, flashed what appeared to be a 
white-power hand signal, a possible 
dark joke to online extremists, as 
he was escorted into the courtroom 
Saturday. He entered no plea to one 
count of  murder related to the mas-
sacre at two mosques on Friday. Of-
ficials said he would face additional 

charges and make another court 
appearance in April. Police said ev-
idence so far suggests Tarrant was 
the lone gunman.

Some families still waited to learn 
the fates of unaccounted-for loved 
ones. Others, freshly grieving, clam-
ored for harried medical examiners 
to release loved ones’ remains in time 
to meet Islamic rules for quick burial. 
Police were still processing the pair 
of  massive, crosstown crime scenes 
as other investigators sifted through 
Tarrant’s background, a puzzling mix 
of global travel and insular hatred.

Thirty-six victims remained hos-
pitalized over the weekend, two 
in intensive care. It was the city’s 
worst toll of  death and injury since 
a lunchtime earthquake devastated 
swaths of  the city and killed 185 peo-
ple in 2011. To many, the hate-fueled 
violence of  Friday’s attack was an 
even more painful blow.

“The earthquakes were natural 
disasters. This is man-made,” said 
a woman giving out refreshments 
from a Salvation Army church near 

NEW ZEALAND » Suspect 
believed to be lone gunman 
charged in mosque attacks
By EMANUEL STOAKES  
AND STEVE HENDRIX
WASHINGTON POST
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County 
home 
market 
sluggish

Sonoma County’s housing 
market started the year the way 
it finished 2018 — in decline as 
buyers remain content to sit 
tight as sellers reduce home 
prices.

Throw in the usual dip in 
the market during the winter 
months, as well as record rain-
fall that led to the worst flooding 
in decades and it’s no wonder 
many sellers decided to keep 
homes off the market while buy-
ers await better deals.

Demand for homes has 
“slacked off,” agent Rick Laws 
of  Santa Rosa’s Compass real 
estate brokerage said of  the 
stagnant sales during the first 
two months of  the year. 

In February, 227 single-family 
homes were sold in the county, 
a 15 percent drop from the same 
month a year ago, according to 
The Press Democrat’s month-
ly housing report compiled by 
Laws. The median home sales 
price last month fell to $620,000, 
down 10 percent from February 
2018.

Home prices, which had re-
treated since an all-time record 
$700,000 median last June, re-
covered slightly in January to 
$650,000 before dipping again in 
February.

Laws said homebuyers con-
tinue pushing back on housing 
prices that in the first half  of  
last year steadily increased to 
the June peak.

“There’s been an affordability 
and price pushback in the sec-
ond half  of  last year and, cou-
pled with seasonal price soften-
ing, that’s why I think we saw 
this pronounced price slide,” he 
said.

Despite the robust first half, 
the local housing market flat-
tened considerably in 2018. The 
total value of  all single-family 
homes sold countywide last year 
was $3.65 billion, almost $60 mil-
lion less than the $3.71 billion in 
2017. It marked the first annual 

Realtors predict more 
houses for sale, rise in 
median prices for spring

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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FULL RESERVOIR: The spillway gates at Scott Dam in Lake County run at full blast Thursday thanks to heavy rain and snow in the Lake Pillsbury watershed. 
Environmental groups want the dam, which was built in 1922, to be removed to restore the watershed and allow salmon to swim free.

Scott Dam’s fate debated
EEL RIVER » Environmental group wants facility removed as 
PG&E abandons hydroelectric project, but residents rely on water 

A state environmental 
group is calling for the 
removal of  an old dam 

on the Eel River, contending it 
threatens the future of  pro-
tected salmon and steelhead 
while acknowledging it is a key 
part of  the North Bay’s water 
supply.

Scott Dam, a 138-foot con-
crete dam erected in 1922, is 
one of  five aging dams Cali-
fornia Trout asserts are “ripe 
for removal” to benefit their 
natural surroundings and 
communities.

The nearly 50-year-old non-
profit known as CalTrout said 
in its report, “Top 5 California 
Dams Out,” the Eel River rep-
resents “perhaps the greatest 
opportunity in California to re-
store a watershed to its former 

RECREATION AREA: A tule elk herd grazes in a meadow at Lake Pillsbury in Lake County on Thursday. The lake is a busy 
recreation spot for boaters, hikers and campers during the summer.

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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NOW PLAYING
SHN ORPHEUM THEATRE
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