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NEWMAN GIRLS 
UPSET IN SEMIS

Foul troubles cost Cardinals; boys team’s playoff run also ends Sports

KIDS CAPTIVATED 
BY FARM ANIMALS
Annual ag event for elementary 
students continues today at  
fairgrounds Empire News

Troubled Napa Valley vintner 
Robert Dahl drew out a gun fitted 
with a silencer and shot investor 
Emad Tawfilis, abruptly ending a 
Monday meeting called to resolve a 
million-dollar dispute, a Napa Coun-
ty sheriff’s official said Tuesday.

Wounded and bleeding, Tawfilis 

ran for his life through a vineyard 
south of  Yountville, frantically tell-
ing a 911 dispatcher that “Robert 
Dahl” was trying to kill him, sher-
iff’s officials said.

Dahl chased him down. He shot 
Tawfilis again at close range, mere 
yards from the famed wine region’s 
well-traveled main highway, in an 
execution-style slaying partially 
witnessed by deputies rushing to re-

Robert Dahl arrived in North-
ern California four years ago with 
dreams of  building a multimil-
lion-dollar beer and wine enterprise.

But the former Minnesota resident 
with a penchant for deal-making 
also brought with him undisclosed 
legal baggage, including a past con-

viction for theft, a track record of  
investor disputes and a personality 
that provoked conflict.

His disagreements mounted as 
he opened several Napa companies, 
including Dahl Vineyards, a small 
wine producer off Highway 29 near 
Yountville. It was there Monday that 
he shot to death a financial backer 
in a dispute over a $1.2 million loan. 
Chased by deputies, he fled 10 miles 

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

PATCHED PAVEMENTS: Matt Hughes runs Tuesday along Faught Road, south of Shiloh Road, near Windsor. Faught Road is on the list of county roads slated for 
repair over the next two years thanks to the $22.4 million approved Tuesday by Sonoma County supervisors for road maintenance.

On the road to repairs 
“We’ve paved a lot of roads in the last three years ... but if we don’t kick in more capital  

we’re going to face more significant problems down the road.”
DAVID RABBITT, Sonoma County supervisor

Vintner’s gun had silencer in killing

Sonoma County supervisors on 
Tuesday approved $22.4 million 
in new spending over the next 

two years to fix 89 miles of  rural 
roads — a repair job that county 
critics note will still fall far short 
of  what’s needed to make a differ-
ence for the crumbling local road 
network.

The roads slated for repair — 
byways considered the most heavily 
traveled and critical for tourism and 
business activity — were selected 
using a formula taking into account 
daily vehicle trips, pavement condi-
tion and extent of  use by bicyclists, 
buses and public safety vehicles. 

The segments include Chalk 

Hill Road east of  Windsor, Warm 
Springs Road in Sonoma Valley, Bo-
dega Avenue outside Petaluma and 
Graton Road leading into the west 
county hills.

The planned upgrades, expect-
ed to be under construction this 
summer and next, are part of  the 
county’s move to dedicate more 
local tax dollars to roads. Since 2013, 
the county has fixed 109 road miles 
with about $18 million from the gen-
eral fund — the main discretionary 
source for the Board of  Supervisors, 
supporting mostly public safety and 
administrative programs.    

“We’ve paved a lot of  roads in the 
last three years, and I’m excited 
we’re doing more, but if  we don’t 
kick in more capital we’re going to 

County OKs $22.4M to fix 89 miles of pavement, 
restates need for tax measure for more work    
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SHOOTING: Slaying in Napa Valley witnessed 
by deputies rushing to respond to 911 call

HISTORY OF CONFLICT: Man who shot  
investor, self left trail of disputes, broken deals

By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

County home 
sales sputter 

on low supply

Sonoma County’s housing 
market continues to sputter at 
its slowest pace in seven years, 
as real estate agents and bro-
kers wait for more owners to list 
their homes for sale.

Buyers purchased 241 sin-
gle-family homes in the coun-
ty in February, according to 
The Press Democrat’s monthly 
housing report compiled by Pa-
cific Union International Vice 
President Rick Laws. Sales for 
the first two months totaled 466, 
the lowest amount since 2008.

“We’re definitely slow out of  
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Robert 
Dahl
Vintner embroiled 
in a dispute with 
investor involving 
a $1.2 million 
loan, according to 
court documents.

ONLINE AT PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM
Explore a database of Sonoma County road fixes planned 
in your area

PLANNED ROAD REPAIRS

Sonoma County has approved $22.4 million to fix and 
upgrade 89 miles of rural roads over the next two years.

PETALUMA
Bodega Avenue
Corona Road
Ely Road
Frates Road
Liberty Road
Los Alamos Road
Pepper Road
Skillman Lane

ROHNERT  
PARK/COTATI
Roberts Road
Rohnert Park 
Expressway
Pressley Road

SANTA ROSA
Mountain View 
Avenue

Petaluma Hill Road
Santa Rosa Avenue
Sebastopol Road
West Avenue

SONOMA
Agua Caliente Road
East Napa Street
Madrone Road
Warm Springs Road
Watmaugh Road

WEST COUNTY
Bloomfield Road
Burnside Road
Frei Road
Graton Road
Hall Road
Irwin Lane
Laguna Road

Llano Road
Lynch Road
Piner Road
Piezzi Road
Trenton- 
Healdsburg Road
Slusser Road
Valley Ford- 
Freestone Road
Vine Hill Road
Woolsey Road

WINDSOR/ 
HEALDBURG
Chalk Hill Road
Faught Road
Pleasant Avenue

State  
expands 

water use  
limits

SACRAMENTO  — California 
residents have to turn off their 
sprinklers, and restaurants 
won’t give customers water un-
less they ask under new drought 
regulations approved Tuesday.

The State Water Resources 
Control Board has extended and 
expanded restrictions on water 
use with California entering its 
fourth year of  drought as winter 
ends without significant storms 
or snowfall to replenish dwin-
dling reservoirs.

The drought’s effects are rip-
pling across the state, hurting 
wildlife and forcing farmers to 
leave fields unplanted. So far 
this winter, wildfires are burn-
ing through nearly four times as 
many acres as usual. The state 
firefighting agency reports that 
the dry conditions are forcing it 
to maintain its highest-ever lev-
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New restrictions to roll out 
as drought raises pressure  
for stricter permanent rules 
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