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When Tom Woodrum and his wife first saw the view from the backyard on the fourth hole fairway of the Oakmont West golf course, they immedi-
ately put an offer on the house. Now he worries property values will drop if Oakmont residents don’t buy the financially strapped golf course.

Golf club’s fate in limbo
OAKMONT » Financially strapped facility forces senior community  
to face dilemma of paying more to save land or selling 225-acre property

Rise in 
bribery  
cases in 
industry

SACRAMENTO — Sheriff 
Jon Lopey was startled when a 
stranger offered him $1 million 
if  he would keep deputies away 
from certain illegal cannabis 
farms in Siskiyou County.

Lopey called in the FBI, and, 
later, deliveries of  envelopes 
stuffed with thousands of  dol-
lars in cash were recorded by 
cameras and microphones hid-
den on the sheriff’s cluttered, 
wooden desk. 

Two people were later indict-
ed by a federal grand jury on 
charges of  attempting to bribe 
the elected sheriff.

“I was surprised and offend-
ed that a citizen would believe a 
law enforcement administrator 
would compromise his ethics 
and morals by accepting mon-
ey,” said Lopey, whose rural 
county abuts the Oregon border 
and outlaws outdoor marijuana 
farms.

In the more than two years 
since California voters ap-
proved the licensed growing and 
sale of  recreational marijuana, 
the state has had a half-dozen 
government corruption cases 
as black-market operators try to 
game the system, through brib-
ery and other means. 

The cases are tarnishing an 
already troubled introduction 
of  the state permitting of  mari-
juana businesses as provided for 
when voters approved Proposi-
tion 64 in November 2016.

Opponents of  the initiative 
say the cases confirm their cam-
paign arguments that legaliza-
tion wouldn’t end the black mar-
ket and the criminal behavior it 

Tom Woodrum’s house in Oakmont 
Village backs up to the fourth hole of  
the Oakmont Golf  Club, a 354-yard 

par 4 that has not been particularly good 
to him through the years.

If  your drive ends up in the pine trees 
on the right, he warns, “you’re dead.” The 
green runs downhill, left to right. Wood-
rum doesn’t care to admit the number of  
times he’s watched his putts roll past the 
cup and off the green. 

And yet he’d miss that hole, if  it were 
gone. In a turn of  events that has rocked 
this 55-plus community of  4,700 people, 
the golf  club informed its 260 members in 

mid-February that it soon will be for sale. 
These days, one of  the most popular ac-

tivities at the self-described “active adult 
community” is speculating on what will 
become of  the golf  club, which consists of  
two 18-hole courses laid out over 225 acres 
in the heart of  Oakmont Village. Built in 
1964, the Oakmont Golf  Club is a busi-
ness separate from the Oakmont Village 
Association.

In a sobering memo sent to his constit-
uents on March 5, Association President 
Steve Spanier cut directly to the chase, 
recounting a presentation made to golf  
club members by Steve Ekovich, a senior 
vice president of  the real estate brokerage 
colossus Marcus & Millichap. Failed golf  
courses, Ekovich informed them, reduce 

home values by 20 to 30 percent for proper-
ties not on the golf  course, and an estimat-
ed 30 to 40 percent for homes bordering the 
course. 

“The failure of  the golf  course,” warned 
Spanier, “has the potential to reduce cu-
mulative Oakmont property valuations by 
over half  a billion dollars.” 

The golf  course debate is stoking 
passions in a community already re-
nowned for recreation-related strife. In 
recent years, clashes over a controversial, 
$310,000 pickleball complex led to the 
resignations of  two association presidents, 
its general manager, attorney, information 
technology coordinator and treasurer. At 

CANNABIS » Regional 
rules tempt black-market 
operators to game system  
By PATRICK MCGREEVY
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Native tribes labor to end ‘redface’

FLAGSTAFF, Arizona — John Lit-
tle can hardly go a week without a 
reminder that he and other Native 
Americans often are viewed as relics 
of  the past: the Indian maiden on the 
butter container at the grocery store, 

the kids’ teepees sold at popular re-
tailers and the sports fans with their 
faces painted doing tomahawk chops 
at games.

But he doesn’t hear widespread 
outrage over these images that many 
Native Americans find offensive, even 
as the country has spent most of  the 
year coming to grips with blackface 

and racist imagery following the rev-
elation of  a racist photo on the Virgin-
ia governor’s college yearbook page. 
Since then, new examples have sur-
faced regularly, most recently a TV 
host who painted her face brown in a 
parody of  Oscar-nominated Mexican 
actress Yalitza Aparicio.

“These are everyday realities for 
Native people,” said Little, a Standing 
Rock Sioux tribal member.
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Native Americans say they don’t see significant social 
pressure applied to those, such as sports teams, who 
perpetuate Native American stereotypes. 

RACIAL STEREOTYPES » While blackface has become taboo, 
Indians see appropriation and impersonation go unchecked
By FELICIA FONSECA
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Alleged shooter got guns online
INSIDE

 ■ Survivors in 
New Zealand 
mourn youngest 
shooting victim,  
3-year-old  
boy  / A8

 ■ Facebook took 
down more than 
1.5 million videos 
of shooting in 
24-hour span / A8

CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand 
— A Christchurch gun shop on 
Monday acknowledged selling guns 
online to the 28-year-old white su-
premacist accused of  killing 50 peo-
ple in mosque shootings that have 

upturned New Zealand’s 
reputation as among the 
world’s most tolerant and 
safe nations.

At a news conference, Gun 
City owner David Tipple 
said the store sold four guns 
and ammunition to Brenton 
Harrison Tarrant through a 
“police-verified online mail 
order process.”

The store “detected nothing ex-
traordinary,” about the purchaser, 
he said.

None of  the guns sold to Tarrant 

were military-style semi- 
automatic weapons. Calling 
for gun laws to be tightened, 
New Zealand’s prime minis-
ter Jacinda Ardern has said 
the attacker used five guns, 
two of  them semi-automatic, 
which were purchased with 
an ordinary gun license and 
modified.

“There will be changes to 
our gun laws,” Ardern said at a Sun-
day news conference.

It was not clear if  any of  the fire-
arms Tarrant purchased from Gun 

City were used in Friday’s shootings.
“My staff and I are dismayed and 

disgusted by what happened last 
Friday afternoon,” Tipple said. “We 
cannot comprehend how such de-
spicable actions could be carried 
out on those at prayer in a place of  
worship.”

Tipple said he felt no responsibili-
ty for the tragedy and refused to say 
whether he believed gun ownership 
laws should change in New Zealand, 
insisting a debate over guns should 

NEW ZEALAND » Suspect 
in attacks bought weapons 
legally through gun shop
By JULIET WILLIAMS, STEPHEN 
WRIGHT AND KRISTEN GELINEAU
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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