MYSTERY REMAINS » Police seek witnesses, clues
in two unsolved Santa Rosa slayings. A3

HOOPS REMATCH » Newman girls face familiar
foe in CIF Division 4 championship today. C1
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Sonoma Coast crab safe to eat

Officials say toxin risk over;
some anglers wary late start
will affect next year’s catch

State wildlife officials said recreational fishermen can begin harvesting crab south of the Sonoma-Mendocino county line immediately.
The commercial fishery officially
opens at 12:01 a.m. March 26. Crabbers can begin soaking traps the day
before, at 6:01 a.m.
The announcement was bittersweet news for commercial fishermen, who have waited for a go-ahead
since mid-November, when state authorities postponed the crab catch
over safety concerns raised by tests
showing high levels of a naturally
occurring neurotoxin in the crusta-

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

California health officials announced Friday that Dungeness crab
caught off the Sonoma Coast are now
safe to eat, opening the way for sport
and commercial crabbers to get out
on the water more than four months
after the season was first postponed.

ceans.
Now, with the all-clear given,
many fishermen fear the return
on any catch this late in the season
could be poor and harm stock that
would make up next year’s haul.
“While we have anticipated the
Dungeness crab season opener since
last November, coming this late in
the season won’t move the needle
when it comes to assisting the thousands of crabbers who have been
struggling for nearly a year,” state
Sen. Mike McGuire, D-Healdsburg,
said in a statement. “The vast majority of crabs are caught earlier in the

winter months, so opening the season now will likely result in a dwindling number of crab trapped due to
their mating and molting cycle.”
Fishermen are worried about the
impact they will have on the crab
catch next winter if they start lowering a lot of traps into the water now,
said Stan Carpenter, president of
Fisherman’s Marketing Association
of Bodega Bay. It could harm the
crab that are shedding their shells,
he said.
“There are a lot of them who
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CRABBING
RETURNS
■ Recreational
crabbing south
of the SonomaMendocino
county line
can begin
immediately.
■ Commercial
harvesting will
resume March 26;
traps can be
soaked the day
before.
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Rebuilding a life

Salah Abdeslam

Arrest
ends
4-month
search
Suspect in Paris attacks
apprehended in raid
on Brussels apartment
By STEVEN ERLANGER
AND ALISSA J. RUBIN
NEW YORK TIMES

BRUSSELS — He traveled
back to Belgium unrecognized
and unchallenged the day after the Nov. 13 terrorist attacks
in Paris. His fingerprints were
found in two apartments in
Brussels in subsequent months,
but he kept eluding the police
dragnet, amid speculation that
he might have escaped to Syria.
But late Friday afternoon,
Belgian authorities finally managed to hunt down the most
wanted man in Europe: Salah
Abdeslam, believed to be the
sole surviving participant in
the Paris attacks. With heavily armed officers closing in on
him, Abdeslam stumbled onto
a street in the Brussels neighborhood where he had grown
up, reportedly brandishing a
handgun, before being shot in
the knee and trundled away by
the police.
The capture was the biggest
breakthrough in the case since
the days immediately after the
attack, which killed 130 people
and wounded more than 400 others in the deadliest terrorist violence in Western Europe since
2004. It could give security and
intelligence agencies an opportunity to interrogate Abdeslam
about his ties to the Islamic
State and how the attacks were
planned and carried out, at a
time when officials are saying
that the Paris plot might have
been larger and more elaborate
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MOVING IN: Homeowner Justin Lord, right, has help from friend Kelley Smith on Friday as he moves into a new home built by volunteers affiliated with the Hope Crisis
Response Network and other groups. Lord and his wife and daughter lost their rented home and almost all their possessions to the Valley fire last September.

Volunteers finish first of many planned homes to replace those lost in blaze
By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

O

TIDYING UP: Courtney Van Leuven gets some help from her 15-month-old
daughter, Emilia Lord, on Friday as they prepare to move into their new house.
Van Leuven, her daughter and her husband, Justin Lord, have been living at the
Twin Pine Casino Hotel since shortly after the Valley fire destroyed their home.

MIDDLETOWN RANCHERIA
n a wooded lot behind
the Twin Pine Casino,
finishing touches are
being applied to a three-bedroom house that carries with
it a hopeful future for a family
of three who lost their rental
home and all their belongings
to last year’s catastrophic Valley fire.
It’s the first of many homes
volunteer groups from across
the country plan to help build
for people displaced by the
September wildfire.
“It’s very exciting to see that
projects are moving forward.
I think it brings a lot of hope
to a community that has been

devastated,” said Kevin Cox,
who grew up in Santa Rosa but
now lives in Indiana, where
he founded the Hope Crisis
Response Network. The group
utilizes a nationwide network
of volunteer groups from
hundreds of churches — both
denominational and nondenominational — to help people
whose lives have been upended
by disaster rebuild.
Cox’s group hopes to build
80 to 100 homes for fire victims
in the next five years, depending on how much money and
building supplies are donated
to the project. The materials
for the Middletown Rancheria
house were purchased with
donations from several tribes
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Candidates woo voters on immigration
ARIZONA PRIMARIES »
Deeply divided border state
in demographic transition
By FERNANDA SANTOS
NEW YORK TIMES

PHOENIX — When Donald Trump
campaigns in Arizona, he talks up the
endorsements he has received from
Jan Brewer, the former governor who
signed some of the nation’s toughest
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immigration laws, and Sheriff Joe Arpaio, whose aggressive pursuit of immigrants in the country illegally has
prompted discrimination charges by
the Justice Department.
When Bernie Sanders campaigned
here Monday, he ceded the stage to
a teenage girl, who spoke of her parents’ arrest in a raid by Arpaio and
the reprieve from deportation they
received from the federal government.
And in ads airing across the state
this week — his in English, hers in
Spanish — Ted Cruz and Hillary Clin-
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ton deliver opposing messages: Cruz
vows to undo executive actions by
President Barack Obama delaying the
deportation of certain undocumented
immigrants, while Clinton promises
to stop deporting parents whose children are citizens of the United States.
The presidential race has moved
to Arizona — a state at the center of
the nation’s battle over immigration
— and each side is using the issue to
try to woo a deeply divided electorTURN TO ARIZONA » PAGE A7

DON’T UNDERESTIMATE FOLIAGE: Ornamental
gardening isn’t all about bright blooms — try
a design based on the many hues of leaves / D1
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Supporters of Sen. Bernie Sanders listen to the
candidate speak this week in Phoenix. Presidential
primary day is Tuesday in Arizona.
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