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Retailer pushback puts 
parking plan on hold 

PHOTOS BY BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Rachel Markwardt, right, and Tomas Cruz pay for parking at the meters on Fourth Street in downtown Santa Rosa on Monday.

Pat Lamb would rather pay more taxes to 
fund public parking than feed a meter, so 
it’s not surprising the retired environmen-

tal engineer turned Lyft driver would rather go 
to Sebastopol or Healdsburg than drive into the 
heart of  Santa Rosa.

“I avoid going to downtown Santa Rosa be-
cause I have a pet peeve about paying to park,” 
said Lamb, a Santa Rosa resident of  more than 
20 years who calls the city’s paid parking system 
a “pain in the ass.”

“I’m sure I’m not the only one who feels that 
way,” he adds.

Lamb’s not alone in having strong opinions 
about parking in downtown Santa Rosa, where 
two competing sets of  changes to the system 
have collided, creating an impasse between 
parking staff and downtown business and prop-
erty owners.

The city’s Parking Division recently crafted 
several proposals to change the downtown street 

Bev Barron puts money into a downtown parking meter Monday on Fourth Street. By  
tinkering with rates and zones, Santa Rosa seeks to keep spaces available citywide.

DOWNTOWN SANTA ROSA

City’s effort to optimize paid spaces collides with businesses’ priorities
By WILL SCHMITT
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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‘Poppy apocalypse’ hits Lake Elsinore

LAKE ELSINORE — Like 
Dorothy in the “Wizard of  Oz,” 
the Southern California city 
of  Lake Elsinore is being over-
whelmed by the power of  the 
poppies.

About 150,000 people over 
the weekend flocked to see this 
year’s rain-fed flaming orange 
patches of  poppies light up the 
hillsides near the city of  about 
60,000 residents, about a 90-min-
ute drive from either San Diego 

or Los Angeles.
Interstate 15 was a parking 

lot. People fainted in the heat; a 
dog romping through the flow-
ered fields was bitten by a rattle-
snake.

Lake Elsinore had tried to 
prepare for the crush of  peo-
ple drawn by the superbloom, 
a rare occurrence that usually 
happens about once a decade 
because it requires a wet winter 
and warm temperatures that 
stay above freezing.

It offered a free shuttle ser-
vice to the top viewing spots, but 
it wasn’t enough.

Sunday traffic got so bad that 
Lake Elsinore officials request-
ed law enforcement assistance 

GREGORY BULL / ASSOCIATED PRESS

A photographer walks past poppies blooming Monday in Lake Elsinore. 
About 150,000 people flocked over the weekend to see the wildflower 
superbloom, leading officials to briefly close access on Sunday.

By AMY TAXIN  
AND JULIE WATSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Rare superbloom draws 
150,000 flower peepers 
to area over weekend
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Warner Bros 
CEO steps 
down amid 
scrutiny

Warner Bros. Chief  Executive 
Kevin Tsujihara will step down 
after allega-
tions that he 
had an affair 
with a young 
actress and 
tried to help 
her get cast in 
the Burbank 
studio’s mov-
ies, WarnerMe-
dia said Mon-
day.

AT&T-owned WarnerMedia, 
which is Warner Bros.’ parent 
company, began investigating 
the matter following a March 6 
Hollywood Reporter article that 
included text messages between 
the 54-year-old Tsujihara, who 
grew up in Petaluma, and as-
piring British actress Charlotte 
Kirk. She was eventually cast in 
the 2018 caper film “Ocean’s 8” 
and the 2016 rom-com “How to 
Be Single.”

“It is in the best interest of  
WarnerMedia, Warner Bros., 
our employees and our partners 
for Kevin to step down as chair-
man and CEO of  Warner Bros.,” 
said WarnerMedia CEO John 

By RYAN FAUGHNDER
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Police 
resisting 
records
releases 

California law enforcement 
agencies have been slow to re-
lease records about police dis-
honesty, sexual assault, exces-
sive force or deadly shootings in 
response to a new law designed 
to bring transparency to polic-
ing in the state.

Only 1 in 5 agencies with 
sworn peace officers across Cal-
ifornia have begun to disclose 
records requested by news or-
ganizations under the new law, 
which took effect nearly three 
months ago. The data emerged 
Monday in a rollout of  a new 
coalition of  more than 30 media 
organizations, called the Cali-
fornia Reporting Project, that 
have banded together to push 
law enforcement agencies to 
comply with the law.

The Press Democrat, which 
is a member of  the project, re-
quested records from 27 law 
enforcement agencies in Sono-
ma, Mendocino, Lake and Napa 
counties. Four agencies have so 
far handed over records made 
public by the law, including the 
Healdsburg, Sebastopol and St. 
Helena police departments and 
the Rohnert Park Public Safety 
Department. 

Those records have revealed 
two incidents involving dishon-
esty by officers — one on a traffic 
ticket, the other in an official po-
lice report — as well as internal 

News organizations seek 
to enforce state mandate
for better transparency 

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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