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Landlords build $390K war chest
SANTA ROSA » Groups against city rent control law
outspend supporters nearly 6 to 1 before June vote
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The June referendum vote
on Santa Rosa’s rent control ordinance is shaping up to be an
expensive — and likely lopsided
— brawl.
Landlords and groups repre-

senting them, mostly from outside Santa Rosa, have donated
at least $390,000 to date for a political committee opposing the
city’s law.
That’s compared to about
$68,000 raised by supporters
of the city’s rent control law,
which seeks to cap rent increas-

es on older apartments at 3 percent annually and protect renters against unfair evictions.
That law, passed by the City
Council in August, hasn’t gone
into effect yet because petition
gatherers — also paid for by
groups representing landlords
— submitted enough signatures
to suspend the law’s implementation pending a citywide vote.
Mayor Chris Coursey called
the real estate industry con-

tributions “a big number” and
“as a first salvo, a bit of a surprise.” But given the $1.2 million
pumped into Bay Area elections
last November by real estate
groups, mostly from Sacramento and Los Angeles, Coursey
said he was not surprised.
“The people of this community are going to be the ones voting, and we know that money
doesn’t always win elections in
Santa Rosa,” Coursey said.

The rent control ordinance,
Measure C, goes before voters
on June 6 in a special election.
The city’s proposed tax on cannabis businesses, Measure D,
will be on the same ballot.
The largest contribution reported to date to the landlord
committee, called “Citizens for
Fair and Equitable Housing
— No on C,” was $280,000 from
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Time to frolic and grow

Rep. Devin Nunes, R-Tulare

Records:
No proof
of Trump
wiretap
House panel seeks more
answers as FBI’s Comey
heads to Hill today
By MIKE DEBONIS
WASHINGTON POST
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Lambs walk around Bellwether Farms in Petaluma on Sunday. The season of spring, which officially begins today, is often celebrated in many
cultures and religions as a time of rebirth and renewal.

Rain expected this week, but nothing like storms in January, February
By DIANE PETERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A

fter nearly two weeks of sunny,
warm weather in the North Bay,
and with the spring equinox arriving at 3:28 a.m. today, the signs of spring
are unmistakable, from lambs frolicking
on the green hills to the green garlic and
asparagus popping up in the fields.
“Wild iris and lupine are up everywhere,” said Dana Gioia of Santa Rosa,
the state’s poet laureate, responding to an
email on his thoughts of spring.
“The rosemary and pride of Madeira are
blooming and bringing in great swarms
of bees and the first butterflies as well
as some hummingbirds . . . everything is

growing and fighting and mating.”
It seems everyone’s been outside —
locals and tourists biking, gardening, hiking, imbibing — as temperatures for most
of the past 10 days managed to stay in the
70s with comparatively minimal rain . . . at
least compared to January and February.
The former, with 18.96 inches of rain, was
the wettest in more than a century; the
latter brought 14.96 inches.
Together, they’re chiefly responsible for
Santa Rosa’s 52.71 inch rainfall total since
Oct. 1 being within shouting distance of
the wettest rain year on record: 55.68 inches in 1982-1983.
Lest you think you’ve seen the last of
TURN TO SPRING » PAGE A6

Lambs play with each other at Bellwether
Farms in Petaluma on Sunday.

WASHINGTON — The Republican chairman and ranking
Democrat on the House Intelligence Committee said Sunday
that there was no proof in new
documents provided to Congress by the Justice Department
on Friday to
support Pres- INSIDE
ident Donald ■ Secretary of
Trump’s claim state’s China visit
that his pre- lays groundwork
decessor had for Trump / A5
ordered wire■ Like Obama,
taps of Trump
Trump leaning
Tower.
heavily on special
“Was there a
operations to
physical wirefight to Islamic
tap of Trump
State / A6
Tower?
No,
but there never was, and the information we
got on Friday continues to lead
us in that direction,” Rep. Devin
Nunes, R-Tulare, the chairman,
said on “Fox News Sunday.”
He added, “There was no
FISA warrant that I’m aware of
to tap Trump Tower” — a reference to the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act, a federal law
that governs the issuance of
search warrants in U.S. intelligence gathering.
Rep. Adam Schiff of Burbank,
the panel’s top Democrat, said,
“We are at the bottom of this:
There is nothing at the bottom.”
Nunes and Schiff spoke a day
TURN TO WIRETAP » PAGE A2

Ryan: Changes in health bill to aid seniors
Another change would allow
states to impose a work
requirement for Medicaid
By MIKE DEBONIS
THE WASHINGTON POST

The Republican health-care plan
moving rapidly toward a crucial
House vote this week is likely to be
changed to give older Americans more
assistance to buy insurance, Speaker
Paul Ryan said Sunday.

Comics
Crossword
Editorial

B8
B7
A7

History
Legals
Lotto

A2
B9
A2

“We think that we should be offering even more assistance than what
the bill currently does,” Ryan, R-Wisconsin, said in a “Fox News Sunday”
interview, in which he confirmed that
House leaders are eyeing a Thursday
vote on its passage.
Meanwhile, a key conservative senator said White House officials were
continuing to negotiate through the
weekend on even more dramatic revisions to the bill in hopes of winning
over hard-liners who have threatened
to tank the legislation.
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Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, said he and
two other conservative leaders — Sen.
Mike Lee, R-Utah, and Rep. Mark
Meadows, R-North Carolina, chairman of the House Freedom Caucus
— met at President Donald Trump’s
Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida in an attempt “to fix this bill.”
“I cannot vote for any bill that keeps
premiums rising,” Cruz said, echoing the concerns of other hard-line
lawmakers who want the legislation
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BEIJING REDISCOVERS THE BICYCLE:

Bike-share startups flood metropolis
with brightly colored, inexpensive rides / A8

ERIC THAYER / NEW YORK TIMES

House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wisconsin, speaks during
a news conference Thursday in Washington.
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