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Jury: Roundup a factor in cancer
Sonoma County man’s
case may be bellwether
for Monsanto lawsuits
By SUDHIN THANAWALA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN FRANCISCO — Roundup weed killer was a substantial factor in a Sonoma County
man’s cancer, a jury determined
Tuesday in the first part of a trial that attorneys said could help
determine the fate of hundreds

established that Roundof similar lawsuits.
up’s active ingredient,
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killer causes cancer.
Monsanto said studies have different judge and may be more

significant. U.S. Judge Vince Chhabria is overseeing hundreds
of Roundup lawsuits and has
deemed Hardeman’s case and
two others “bellwether trials.”
The outcome of such cases can
help attorneys decide whether to
keep fighting similar lawsuits or
settle them. Legal experts said
a jury verdict in favor of Hardeman and the other test plaintiffs would give their attorneys
a strong bargaining position in
any settlement talks for the remaining cases before Chhabria.

Hardeman
started
using
Roundup products to treat poison oak, overgrowth and weeds
on his Sonoma County properties starting in the 1980s and
continued using them through
2012, according to his attorneys.
He was diagnosed with nonHodgkin’s lymphoma in 2015.
For most of that time, Hardeman lived on a 56-acre Forestville property on Westside Road
near the Russian River.
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Plan for
coastal
footrace
changes

NORTH COAST » Wet weather to continue despite change in season

BODEGA BAY » Distance
cut to half-marathon;
Hwy 1 won’t fully close
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Controversial plans for a
long-distance footrace on the
Sonoma Coast this fall have
been revised in response to community concerns about closing
Highway 1 for a large part of the
day, with organizers now saying
they’ll stage a half-marathon instead of a full one of 26.2 miles
for the inaugural year.
Altered race-day arrangements also would allow for traffic in single-lane convoys spaced
at hourly intervals during the
run to ensure residents and
coastal visitors can have some
freedom of movement while the
race proceeds.
That’s the plan that will be
presented during a March 31
meeting of the Sonoma County Coast Municipal Advisory
Council in Bodega Bay, which
will provide the first and likely
only public airing of the Sept. 29
event proposal.
The amended plans mean the
hard road closure will be significantly curtailed compared
to what initially had been proposed and was roundly criticized by people concerned about
the inconvenience to coastal residents and visitors and the effect
to local businesses.
“You’re not successful unless
you have community buy-in,”
said Lacie Flannery, managing
partner with Napa-based Blistering Pace Race Management,
which is working with partners
to launch the Sonoma Coast Half
Marathon and Bodega Bay 5K.
Organizers want to show the
community “that we do listen,
and we hear your concerns,”
Flannery said. “So we go through
year one together so you can see
our level of professionalism.
That’s important to us.”

Tonya Cerce of Santa Rosa gardens in front of her house as wild oxalis clover blooms around her
on Tuesday during the last full day of winter.
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Luis Alcaraz prunes peach trees on the last day of winter in the Dry Creek Valley on Tuesday.

Welcome to spring
By BILL SWINDELL

T

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

he first day of spring will
look a lot more like the
past three months of winter as a storm front makes its
way through the North Bay.
As light spring showers
quickly move through the area
Wednesday, there will be another chance of more rain in Sonoma County on Friday morning,
said Steve Anderson, a meteorologist at the National Weather
Service in Monterey.
The waterlogged 2018-2019
winter ended Tuesday as the
TURN TO SPRING » PAGE A2

Supreme Court rules against immigrants in detention case
By DAVID SAVAGE
LOS ANGELES TIMES

The Supreme Court on Tuesday upheld the Trump administration’s power to arrest and
hold legal immigrants indefinitely if they had past crimes on
their records that could trigger
deportation, even if they served
their time years ago or were con-
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victed of minor drug offenses.
The justices, by a 5-4 vote,
agreed that Congress authorized mandatory detention of
noncitizens who were subject
to deportation because they had
committed crimes ranging from
violent felonies to drug possession. And they may be taken
into custody by immigration
agents long after they are re-
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leased from state or local custody, the court said.
The ruling in Nielsen vs.
Preap is based on an interpretation of a 1996 law, but it takes
on added significance because
the Trump administration has
been more aggressive in arresting and jailing legal immigrants
with crimes on their records.
Justice Samuel Alito Jr.,

speaking for the court’s conservatives, said Congress believed
it would be “too risky” to allow
dangerous criminals and terrorists to remain free on bail while
their deportations were pending. But he went on to describe
the law as requiring mandatory
detention for noncitizens who
had committed crimes “including, for example, any drug of-
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fense by an adult punishable by
more than one year of imprisonment as well as a variety of
tax offenses.” He was joined by
Chief Justice John Roberts Jr.
and Justices Clarence Thomas,
Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh.
Justice
Stephen
Breyer,
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