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Wine industry reacts to arsenic lawsuit
Suit filed in LA alleges
toxic levels of chemical
found in 83 low-cost wines
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEM O C RAT

A new consumer lawsuit
alleges low-priced wines produced by more than two dozen
California wineries — including
several prominent names on the
North Coast — contain illegal

and toxic levels of arsenic.
The wine industry quickly
dismissed the allegations in the
lawsuit, saying there was no evidence the wines posed a health
risk to consumers.
The class-action suit, filed
Thursday in Los Angeles County Superior Court, alleges that
28 wineries are violating state
law by knowingly producing,
marketing and selling wine with
elevated levels of arsenic, a naturally occurring chemical element that can be poisonous in

high concentrations.
The lawsuit targets 83 wines,
primarily low-priced white and
blush wines, that bear some
of the biggest names in the
wine business, including Sutter Home, Beringer, Almaden
and Franzia. It includes several wines made by North Coast
wine producers Fetzer, Korbel
and Don Sebastiani & Sons.
The suit is based on tests conducted by Denver-based BeverageGrades on 1,306 different
wines. The tests found 83 had

dangerously high levels of arsenic, according to the lawsuit,
and those tests were confirmed
by two additional labs.
The lawsuit contends the wineries produce bottles “that contain dangerously high levels of inorganic arsenic, in some cases up
to 500 percent or more than what
is considered the maximum acceptable safe daily intake limit.”
The Wine Institute, which
represents more than 1,000 California wineries, said the allegations were false and misleading.

“Arsenic is prevalent in the
natural environment in air, soil
and water, and in food,” the institute said in a statement. “As
an agricultural product, wines
from throughout the world contain trace amounts of arsenic, as
do juices, vegetables, grains and
other alcohol beverages. There
is no research that shows that
the amounts found in wine pose
a health risk to consumers.”
Treasury Wine Estates, which
produced five wines named in
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CONTRACT DISPUTE
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Delilah, a Tosa mix, is cared for
Thursday in San Francisco after
arriving from South Korea.

Rescued
from
S. Korean
meat farm
Dozens of dogs arrive
in SF to be healed, adopted
after life of deprivation
By KRISTIN J. BENDER
A S S O CI AT ED P R ES S

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

SEEKING SUPPORT: Ann Hopkin, a second-grade teacher at Santa Rosa Charter School for the Arts, on Friday joins other Santa Rosa City Schools teachers
during a protest for higher wages in front of Santa Rosa High School. Talks between the district and the Santa Rosa Teachers Association have hit a wall.

SR teachers stage protest
Negotiations with district stalled
over wage increases, health benefits
By LORI A. CARTER
THE PRES S D E MO C RAT

Contract negotiations between the Santa Rosa Teachers Association and the district have deteriorated to the point they’ve
hit a wall, prompting teachers to ratchet
up a public campaign to seek community
support.
Leadership for the 880-member union

previously had said they’d reached an
impasse and in February sought mediation from the state Public Employment
Relations Board. But the board concluded
there still was room for movement and
asked the sides to return to the bargaining table.
After three unproductive negotiating
sessions this month, both sides acknowledged on Monday they are at a stalemate.
“The last negotiating session lasted
exactly eight minutes,” union chief Amy
Stern said Thursday. The previous one
lasted six minutes.
“Things have gotten pretty conten-

tious,” she said.
On Friday, about 150 teachers and their
supporters rallied in front of Santa Rosa
High School, waving signs and urging support from parents picking up their children and the public at large.
District officials maintain relations are
still positive and that the impasse is even
a positive step.
Assistant Superintendent Jason Lea
characterized the decision to seek mediation as just another step in the free mediation process the state provides for public agencies during negotiations with its
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Unemployment down to 4.9% in Sonoma County
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEM O C RAT

Unemployment dropped in
Sonoma County to 4.9 percent
in February as local employers
added jobs for the first time in
five months, the state reported
Friday.
The jobless rate declined from
a revised 5.2 percent in January
and 6.3 percent a year ago, the
state Employment Development
Department reported Friday.

Local employers added 900 jobs
between January and February,
the first monthly job gains in
the county since September.
A decline in employment is
typical over the fall and winter
and partly is linked to a seasonal slowdown in farm work, said
Janice Shriver, an EDD labor
market consultant. But the local economy remains on solid
ground, creating 4,700 jobs in
the past year, she noted.
“The recovery is really in

place,” she said.
Ben Stone, executive director
of the Sonoma County Economic Development Board, agreed
the county has experienced
strong job growth in the past
12 months. The jobs report, he
said, was “indicative of a broad
and deep recovery.”
Sonoma County last month
had the sixth-lowest jobless
rate in the state. All but one of
the counties ahead of it — a list
that includes San Mateo, Marin,

San Francisco, Santa Clara and
Orange counties — are located in the Bay Area, which has
the tightest labor market in the
state. As well, Sonoma continues
to enjoy lower unemployment
than both the state (6.7 percent)
and nation (5.5 percent).
Unemployment
dropped
across the North Coast in February:
■ In Mendocino County, unemployment fell to 6.6 percent,
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SAN FRANCISCO — Trembling and with their tails between their legs, the dozens of
dogs rescued from a South Korean meat farm were in rough
shape both physically and mentally when they arrived in the
Bay Area this week to start new
lives.
Fifty-seven dogs and puppies were rescued from a dog
meat farm by Humane Society
International and Change for
Animals Foundation in South
Korea. The dogs range from
beagles, poodles and Korean
Jindos to large Tosas who have
spent their entire lives in small,
filthy, crowded cages exposed on
the farm, waiting to be killed —
often electrocuted — for their
meat that is made into stew or
used in dietary supplements
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