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INSIDE

Comey: FBI probing Russia ties

Democrats 
vow to give
Gorsuch 
a grilling

WASHINGTON — Judge Neil 
Gorsuch promised to remember 
the “modest station we judges 
are meant to occupy in a de-
mocracy” if  he is elevated to 
the nation’s highest court, as 
the hearing on his nomination 
to the Supreme Court began 
Monday among 
D e m o c r a t i c 
doubts about 
his impartiali-
ty and whether 
he should be 
before them in 
the first place.

D e m o c r a t s 
on the Senate 
Judiciary Com-
mittee made 
clear they are not over the de-
cision of  their Republican col-
leagues to keep open the seat 
held by the late Justice Antonin 
Scalia in order for President 
Donald Trump to fill it.

They said they would use four 
days of  scheduled confirmation 
hearings to draw out Gorsuch, 
who sits on the Denver-based 
U.S. Court of  Appeals for the 
10th Circuit, on abortion rights, 
gun rights, religious rights, 
environmental protection and 
whether he would ever rule 
against the White House if  pre-
sented with cases challenging 
the administration.

In a 13-minute introductory 
address, Gorsuch tried to reas-
sure senators he was a main-
stream jurist, who was in the 
majority in 99 percent of  the 10 
years of  cases he decided on the 

WASHINGTON — FBI Direc-
tor James Comey took the ex-
traordinary step on Monday of  
announcing that the bureau is 
investigating whether members 
of  President Donald Trump’s 
campaign colluded with Russia 
to influence the 2016 election.

Comey’s testimony before the 
House Intelligence Committee 
created a treacherous political 
moment for Trump, who has in-

sisted that “Russia is fake news” 
that was cooked up by his po-
litical opponents to undermine 
his presidency. Comey placed 
a criminal investigation at the 
doorstep of  the White House 
and said officers would pursue it 
“no matter how long that takes.”

Joined by Adm. Michael Rog-
ers, the director of  the National 
Security Agency, Comey also 
dismissed Trump’s claim that 
he was wiretapped by his prede-
cessor during the campaign, a 
sensational accusation that has 
served as a distraction in the 
public debate over Russian elec-
tion interference. Taken togeth-
er, the two provided the most 
definitive statement yet that 
Trump’s accusation was false.

The New York Times and 
other news organizations have 
reported the existence of  the in-
vestigation into the Trump cam-
paign and its relationship with 
Russia, but the White House 
dismissed those reports as polit-
ically motivated and rallied po-
litical allies to rebut them. Com-
ey’s testimony on Monday was 
the first public acknowledgment 
of  the case. The FBI discloses its 
investigations only in rare cir-
cumstances, when officials be-
lieve it is in the public interest.

“This is one of  those circum-
stances,” Comey said.

Comey said the FBI was “in-
vestigating the nature of  any 

FBI director also firmly 
dismisses Trump claim 
that he was wiretapped
By MATT APUZZO 
AND MATTHEW ROSENBERG
NEW YORK TIMES
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Supreme Court nominee   
asserts his impartiality 
and mainstream stance
By ED O’KEEFE 
AND ROBERT BARNES
WASHINGTON POST
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FBI Director James Comey and National Security Agency Director Michael 
Rogers, right, testify on Capitol Hill in Washington on Monday.

Sonoma County officials 
seeking to address the 
persistent challenge of  

homelessness in the lower 
Russian River communities 
around Guerneville will decide 
today whether a site on Arm-
strong Woods Road might work 
for a comprehensive homeless 
services center, though there is 
opposition.

The nonprofit West County 
Health Centers, which has long 
hoped to connect its homeless 
health care clinic with a coun-
ty service facility, already has 
the 9-acre residential property 
at 15015 Armstrong Woods 

Road under contract, with an 
option to buy.

The asking price? Nearly 
$1 million.

Sonoma County supervi-
sors haven’t weighed in yet, 
although 5th District Super-
visor Lynda Hopkins appears 
hopeful the Armstrong Woods 
Road property might resolve a 
yearslong search for a site for 
a center linking the homeless 
with counseling, employment, 
and financial and housing 
assistance, along with showers, 
laundry facilities and a place to 
eat. Officials also want the land 
to have room for an overnight 
winter shelter.
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A motorcyclist rides on March 17 past a vacant 9-acre property on Armstrong Woods Road in Guerneville that county officials are considering for 
a potential homeless service center. 

Site for homeless studied
GUERNEVILLE 

Surfeit of sneezes predicted after rains stop

Once it stops raining, North 
Coast allergy sufferers may 
find themselves longing for last 
year’s drought.

While drought years usually 
mean an early start to allergy 
season, this extremely wet win-
ter is likely to deliver a “bumper 

crop” of  misery-causing grass 
and weeds, health experts said 
Monday. 

A taste of  what’s to come 
became evident to Kaiser Per-
manente allergy staff during 
the second weekend of  March, 
which saw much-anticipated 
sunny, warm, dry weather.

“Those brief  periods of  
warmth and sunshine were a 
shot across the bow,” said Dr. Al 
Haas, chief  of  Kaiser’s allergy 
department. “We started having 
people complain of  itchy eyes 
and sneezing. People starting 

to pick up medicines that they 
know they’re going to need, 
most of  which are now available 
over the counter.”

Haas said tree pollen made its 
appearance last month and will 
continue to vex allergy sufferers 
through April. Grass pollen sea-
son, he said, will start as soon 
as the region gets a couple of  
weeks of  warm weather.

“In general, grass pollen is 
the most allergenic and it’s our 
biggest pollinator, our biggest 
crop,” Haas said. “Typically we 
hit peak grass pollen levels in 

May and June. That’s where we 
have extended dry periods.”

Dr. Steve Wolf, a family physi-
cian with Sutter Medical Group 
of  the Redwoods, said he’s al-
ready begun telling his allergic 
patients to begin taking their 
medicine two weeks before the 
rains stop.

Such medications, taken be-
fore an allergic reaction begins, 
are a preemptive strike that pre-
vents or lessens the initial “sen-
sitization” of  the nasal passage 

Unusually wet winter 
means ‘bumper crop’ of 
pollen to trigger allergies

Public meeting set for March 29 on Armstrong Woods Road property
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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A stable seen from the house on a vacant 9-acre property on Arm-
strong Woods Road.


