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Facebook faces FTC investigation
Questions mount globally on
social media giant’s handling
of personal data with apps
By CECILIA KANG
NEW YORK TIMES

The Federal Trade Commission
has opened an investigation into
whether Facebook violated an agreement with the agency on data privacy, after reports that information

on 50 million users was improperly
obtained by the political consulting
firm Cambridge Analytica, according to a person with knowledge of
the inquiry.
The investigation, started in
recent days, adds to the mounting
pressure against Facebook about
its handling of the data. Cambridge
Analytica used the information to
help President Donald Trump’s
presidential campaign profile voters
during the 2016 election.

Adding to concerns about
The scrutiny of the com- INSIDE
the company is the impendpany now extends from Google pledges
ing departure of Alex Stastate capitals to Europe. At- $300 million to
mos, Facebook’s chief setorneys general in Massa- combat false,
curity officer. That change,
chusetts and New York are unreliable inforreported Monday by the New
investigating
Facebook’s mation on the
York Times, reflects heighthandling of personal data, internet / B8
ened leadership tension at
and the British Parliament
has called for a hearing with Mark the company.
The buildup of news has alZuckerberg, the company’s chief executive. Several senators have also ready hurt Facebook’s stock. The
called for him to appear in Washington.
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County
reduces
budget
shortfall

WILDFIRE RECOVERY » First home takes shape in Fountaingrove
as SR neighborhood’s rebuilding effort stymied by site-specific issues

Slow signs of progress

Deficit down from $21M
to $2.2M, but fire-related
costs expected to soar
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The latest financial forecast
for Sonoma County government
anticipates a $2.2 million budget
shortfall at the end of the current fiscal year in June because
of the October wildfires, a giant
improvement from the $21 million gap officials estimated three
months ago.
The smaller shortfall comes in
part from a $9.5 million advance
payment expected from the Federal Emergency Management
Agency and $5 million in funds
set aside by the Board of Supervisors, county staff members
said Tuesday. Also alleviating
some of the disaster costs this
year are dollars from the state
to compensate for lost property
tax revenue and millions more
in savings achieved through belt
tightening from various county
departments, officials said.
But while the outlook for the
county’s general fund this year
has brightened, officials expect
a $14.2 million shortfall next fiscal year as recovery costs from
the most destructive fires in
state history soar.
The county’s financial future
is further clouded by lingering
uncertainty over its share of the
debris removal cost, which current estimates place between
$9.4 million and $18.8 million,

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Arron Hopper, left, and Greg Bergstrom, who work with Richard Hancock Inc., erect the framing of a home under construction Monday on
Shillingford Place in Santa Rosa’s Fountaingrove neighborhood. The house was the last to burn in October’s Tubbs fire.
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

T

he rumble of excavators and backhoes
clearing fire debris in Fountaingrove is
slowly being replaced by the sharp buzz of
circular saws ripping lumber and the satisfying
thwack of framing hammers smacking boards
into place.
While nearby abandoned lots go up for sale in
the wake of the Tubbs fire, residents of this hillside Santa Rosa neighborhood who are undaunted by weather delays, permitting headaches and

insurance haggling are beginning to see signs of
progress.
Foundations are finally being poured and, for
the first time, walls are going up in this fire zone
where 1,420 homes were destroyed in October.
“We were the last to burn and the first to
rebuild,” said Ed Hamilton, standing on the slab
of concrete he and his wife, Kathy, hope to call
home again soon. “We’re just very happy to be
where we are in the process.”
While it has been more than two months since
TURN TO PROGRESS » PAGE A2

“You can’t look
back. You’ve got
to look forward.”
ED HAMILTON, Santa Rosa
resident whose home is being
rebuilt in Fountaingrove

ONLINE Watch video of the first
house being rebuilt in Fountaingrove at pressdemocrat.com
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United may offer SR-to-Denver flight
County airport officials
seek $650K federal grant
for new route with airline
By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

For years, the Sonoma County airport has been angling to
get passengers to Denver on a
nonstop flight.
Now, pending the approval of
a recent grant proposal, it could
happen this year, a United Airlines spokesman said.

The airport’s proposal to the
Department of Transportation
asks for $650,000 in startup funds
to partner with United Airlines
to make the route a reality,
said Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma
County Airport manager Jon
Stout. If approved, it would
mean United would transition
some of its current 66-mile
Santa Rosa-to-San Francisco
flights, which operate up to
three times a day, to the Denver
route, said airline spokesman
Jonathan Guerin.
It is the second time the air-

Quaker Tea and
Open House

port has applied to the federal
Small Community Air Service
Development Program, which
aims to help small airports identify air service deficiencies and
propose solutions. Denver is the
sixth most popular destination
for North Bay air passengers,
Stout said, which makes the lack
of a direct route from Sonoma
County just such a deficiency.
In 2011, a similar $650,000
award allowed the airport to
launch its popular Phoenix
route, operated by American
Airlines. Of that, $500,000 was

FedEx facility shuts down
after bomb found, while
old military device injures
Goodwill worker / A6

given to American Airlines in
revenue guarantees and the other $150,000 was used for marketing purposes. Stout said the new
grant would follow the same
model, if awarded.
A maximum of 40 SCASDP
applicants are awarded grants
each year, with up to four grantees per state. There is no limit
to the individual grant sizes,
though the amount depends on
available funds. The number
of applications submitted by
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