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INSIDE

Guard troops to get fire duty
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Santa Rosa police officers work at the scene of a fatal pedestrian crash Wednesday near the intersection of Stony Point Road and Barndance Lane 
in Santa Rosa. Three pedestrians have died on Stony Point Road since July.

SR man struck, killed

Incident is second pedestrian fatality in city in less than a week

A man crossing Stony Point 
Road in southwest Santa Rosa 
was killed early Wednesday, the 
second fatal pedestrian crash in 
the city in less than a week, and 
the third person on foot, as well 
as two people riding bikes who 
died on the road since summer.

Officers said it was still dark 
and raining just after 7 a.m. 
when Richard Anthony Burns, 
53, of  Santa Rosa, started to 
cross Stony Point Road just 
north of  Hearn Avenue. Burns 
was not in a crosswalk as he 

walked toward the east side of  
Stony Point at Barndance Lane, 
police said.

Esteban Garcia Martinez, 
18, of  Santa Rosa was driving 
northbound at about 40 mph 
when he struck Burns, who’d 
almost gotten to the other side 
of  the road, city Police Sgt. Sum-
mer Gloeckner said. Martinez 
told police he didn’t see Burns 
until it was too late so he didn’t 
have a chance to brake.

Martinez stopped after hit-
ting the man and multiple peo-
ple called for help. At least one 
witness told 911 dispatchers it 
was difficult for the driver to see 

SACRAMENTO — California is 
calling in the National Guard for the 
first time next month to help protect 
communities from devastating fires 
like the one that largely destroyed 
the city of  Paradise last fall.

It’s pulling the troops away from 

President Donald Trump’s bor-
der protection efforts and devoting 
them to fire protection, another area 
where Trump has been critical of  
California’s Democratic officials — 
even repeatedly threatening to cut 
off federal disaster funding.

Starting next week, 110 California 
National Guard troops will receive 
11 days of  training in using shovels, 
rakes and chain saws to help thin 
trees and brush, California Depart-
ment of  Forestry and Fire Protection 
spokesman Mike Mohler said.

They will be divided into five 

teams that will travel around the 
state starting in April to work on 
forest management projects, mainly 
clearing or reducing trees and vege-
tation in an effort to deprive flames 
of  fuel.

“They will be boots on the ground 
doing fuels projects alongside Cal-
Fire crews,” Mohler said. “We’ve 
had them out for flood fighting, sev-
eral different operations, but this 
would be the first time their mission 
would be fuels thinning and forest 
management.”

They have helped fight fires be-

fore, however.
Former Gov. Arnold Schwarzeneg-

ger was the first in recent decades to 
deploy California National Guard 
troops as firefighters.

 That occurred on July 4, 2008, 
after lightning storms sparked hun-
dreds of  fires, Guard Lt. Col. Jona-
than Shiroma said.

While many of  the troops are 
being reassigned from the border 
this time, the Guard also is asking 
other service members if  they want 

Newsom pulls troops from 
border for 11-day training 
in forest management 
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TRAFFIC SAFETY » STONY POINT ROAD
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A sneaker lies on the ground as evidence at the scene of a fatal 
pedestrian crash Wednesday near the intersection of Stony Point 
Road and Barndance Lane in Santa Rosa on Wednesday,

Revisiting vast scope of Mueller probe

Special counsel Robert Muel-
ler appears close to turning in 
his final report after a histor-
ic investigation that initially 
sought to determine if  President 
Donald Trump or his advisors 
had illegal dealings with Russia 
during the 2016 campaign, but 

ultimately expanded far beyond 
that.

Trump said Wednesday that 
he believes the report should be 
released to the public, even as he 
disparaged its very existence as 
“ridiculous.”

“Let it come out, let people see 
it,” Trump told reporters as he 
left the White House for a trip to 
Ohio. “Let’s see whether or not 
it’s legit.”

Whether or not the re-
port reveals new bomb-
shells, the former FBI 
director already has 
produced an extraordi-
nary public record of  
misdeeds, one that is 
sweeping in scope and 
momentous in its im-
plications for American 
democracy.

Trump has consistently de-
nied any wrongdoing, but hun-
dreds of  pages of  indictments, 
court filings and testimony have 
tarnished his administration 

and led to new investi-
gations in Congress and 
in other jurisdictions 
that could lead to new 
charges.

Since starting their 
work in May 2017, Muel-
ler and his team have 
obtained indictments 
or charges against 34 
individuals, including 

25 Russians. That’s the most 
people charged in any special 
counsel investigation since the 

RUSSIA INQUIRY » A look into what’s known so far  
about special counsel’s report ahead of its release
By DEL QUENTIN WILBER 
AND CHRIS MEGERIAN
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Victims 
sue over 
debris 
cleanup

Three Sonoma County resi-
dents who lost their homes in 
the 2017 firestorm have filed 
a class action lawsuit against 
companies involved in the de-
bris cleanup, claiming two gov-
ernment-chosen firms purpose-
ly allowed debris haulers to 
remove too much soil from their 
properties for financial gain.

Plaintiffs Craig Mason, Patri-
cia Healey and Gary Goodrich 
named AshBritt International 
and Tetra Tech Inc. in the law-
suit filed last month in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Oakland on behalf  
of  all residents of  Sonoma, Men-
docino, Lake and Napa counties 
whose burned properties were 
cleaned up by the companies 
and their contractors. 

The lawsuit follows well- 
documented problems with 
the debris cleanup program 
run by the U.S. Army Corps of  
Engineers. Contractors and 
subcontractors removed about  
2.2 million tons of  debris left 
behind by wildfires that burned 
more than 4,500 properties in 
Sonoma, Napa, Mendocino and 
Lake counties

“Our allegation is they did 
over-excavate with an inten-
tional effort to capitalize on this 
tragedy,” said Robert Arns, the 
plaintiffs’ attorney. 

Though their lawyer, Mason, 
Healey and Goodrich declined 
to comment. They are seeking 
unspecified damages. 

The plaintiffs are suing un-
der the civil provisions of  the 
federal Racketeer Influenced 

Class action legal  
move claims haulers 
over-excavated for profit
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