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BILL COULD BE BOON FOR DISTILLERS: Measure 
would allow producers of  spirits to sell directly  
to consumers, bypassing wholesalers / E1
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SOUNDS FROM 
ANCIENT DAYS

The didgeridoo, an instrument that 
dates back thousands of years, 
is experiencing a comeback on 
the North Coast  Sonoma Living

DEAL PAVED WARRIORS’ WAY
2012 Ellis-Bogut trade fueled Golden State’s ascent Sports

Building boom stirs 
debate in Windsor

BELL VILLAGE 
RESIDENTIAL SEGMENT

 ■ Latest proposal calls for 387 one- to 
three-bedroom rental townhouse units 
with garages under the living quarters

 ■Original plans reviewed by Town 
Council in 2009, approved in 2011

 ■ Revised plans expected to come 
back to Town Council in next few 
months

WINDSOR MILL
 ■ Current proposal calls for 360 rental 

apartments 
 ■ First approved in 2005 for about 

200 units 
 ■Given “fast-track” status in 2012
 ■ Revised plan for project not yet 

submitted

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat 

WORK UNDERWAY: A worker climbs on scaffolding at the construction site of the commercial portion of Bell Village, a mixed-use project north of the Windsor 
Town Green. The planned residential portion of Bell Village and the nearby proposed Windsor Mill stand to bring an influx of new residents to downtown.

A pair of  long-stalled housing projects 
in Windsor are moving forward under 
new developers who are seeking to 

quickly begin construction, sparking a conten-
tious debate over the town’s future.

The two downtown apartment complexes 
— the largest ever to be built in Windsor — 
would add nearly 750 rental units at a time 
when a shortage of  apartments has driven up 
rents by nearly 30 percent in Sonoma County 
in three years.

Developer Robert Bisno and his partners 
say they are investing more than $200 million 
in Windsor to construct 387 townhomes in 
their Bell Village development and 360 dwell-
ings in their Windsor Mill project.

“It is our intention to build the finest rental 
community that Sonoma has ever seen,” 

Bisno, a longtime developer based in West 
Hollywood, told the Town Council at a Feb. 25 
meeting on Bell Village housing.

In Windsor, however, concerns about the 
number and density of  units in the two rental 
complexes have fueled an escalating debate 
about how they could alter the character of  
the town, home to more than 27,000 people.

“This is too many people, too fast,” said 
Eric Wee, a Web entrepreneur who lives on 
Windsor’s Town Green. “We feel it will change 
the nature of  Windsor and make it more 
transient.” He suggested some of  the units be 
for sale.

The same concerns were raised years ago 
amid the recession by residents and members 
of  the Town Council when it weighed previous 
plans for Windsor Mill and Bell Village. The 
town’s blueprints for future housing call for 
concentrating new residents in the walkable 

HOUSING SQUEEZE

Despite dearth of rentals, plans to add 750 units to town’s core questioned
By CLARK MASON
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Fast-track projects
Developer Robert Bisno and his 
partners will spend more than 
$200 million to build 387 townhomes 
in their Bell Village development and 
360 dwellings at Windsor Mill.

Bell
Village
site

3 Town Council members report 
contributions from developers

The developers behind the $100 million 
mixed-use commercial and residential 
project taking shape just north of  Wind-

sor’s Town Green have stirred controversy 
with their willingness to infuse cash into the 
campaign coffers of  council members who 
are expected to vote on the next phase of  the 
project.

All told, the developers, their family mem-
bers and associates have spent more than 
$84,000 over the past year supporting three of  
the five council members who will decide if  
the residential phase of  the project, called Bell 

Village, will advance. 
Newly elected Councilman Dominic Foppoli 

reported nearly $24,000 in donations from 
roughly a dozen Bell Village developers and 
family members, on his way to raising more 
than $46,000 in November’s election, an appar-
ent record for a Windsor council race.

Newly elected Councilman Mark Millan also 
reported two separate $1,000 donations from 
two of  the Southern California developers 
working on Bell Village.

Veteran Councilwoman Deb Fudge, mean-
while, either received or benefited indirectly 
from substantial donations by the project 
developers during her failed run last year for a 
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Same-sex love 
didn’t just get 

invented

Charity Bryant only intended 
to stay a few days in Weybridge, 
Vt., a tiny rural town with little 
to hold her attention. But then 
she met Sylvia Drake.

Drake was 22, a talented, liter-
ary-minded woman in search of  
a kindred spirit. Bryant, seven 
years her senior, was brilliant, 
charismatic and exactly the 
kind of  partner Drake had been 
looking for. The two fell swiftly, 
madly in love. Within months, 
Bryant rented a one-room 
apartment and asked Drake to 
become her roommate and wife.

It may sound like something 
from a 21st-century vows col-
umn, but this romance predates 
most newspapers’ style sections 
— by about two centuries.

“Our popular narrative of  
same-sex marriage says it’s 
this brand-new thing,” said 
Rachel Hope Cleves, an asso-
ciate professor of  history at 
the University of  Victoria and 

By SARAH KAPLAN
WASHINGTON POST
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Body 
found in  
barrel in 
Sonoma

A 40-year-old Sonoma man 
was arrested Saturday on suspi-
cion of  murder after a Cazadero 
man’s body was found stuffed 
into a 55-gallon plastic barrel 
that was discarded near Sono-
ma City Hall late Friday night.

The Sheriff’s Office identified 
the victim as Ronald Gordon 
Sauvageau, 64.

Sheriff’s Sgt. Cecile Focha 
said the Sonoma Police Depart-
ment received a call at 11:48 p.m. 
Friday from a person reporting 
the barrel had been illegally 
dumped in front of  City Hall in 
the Sonoma Plaza 15 minutes 
earlier. Investigators discovered 
a large plastic barrel covered 
with a blue tarp, with dried 
blood on the outside of  the bar-
rel. They removed the tarp and 
found Sauvageau’s body inside.

Focha said deputies with the 
violent crimes and crime scene 
investigation units cordoned off 
the area to investigate. Their 
findings led them to a mobile 
home at the Acacia Grove Mo-
bile Home Park on Highway 12 
in Sonoma Valley, where Focha 
said detectives believe the kill-
ing took place.

Deputies secured a search 
warrant, then arrested Chris-
topher McNatt on suspicion of  
murder and a misdemeanor 
drug charge. He was booked 
into Sonoma County Jail on a 
no-bail hold and is due in court 

Cazadero man identified as 
victim found near City Hall; 

Sonoma man arrested

By ANGELA HART
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