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Contract awarded for Unity Park

By the time the undeveloped 
lot at the corner of  Moorland 
and West Robles avenues be-
comes a public park, it will have 
been four years since 13-year old 
Andy Lopez was shot and killed 
there by a Sonoma County sher-
iff’s deputy.

Grief-stricken family and 

friends of  Lopez have gathered 
in the same spot every year to 
mark his death, and the vacant 
lot has served as an unofficial 
memorial to the Santa Rosa mid-
dle schooler and protest ground 
for those concerned with police 
use of  deadly force. 

Now the neighborhood on 
Santa Rosa’s southwestern out-
skirts, promised a park many 
years ago, long before Lopez’s 
death, will have one named in 
his memory. The Board of  Su-
pervisors on Tuesday awarded 
a more than $3 million contract 
to Santa Rosa’s Argonaut Con-

structors, which plans to start 
building the park in May.

Francisco Saiz, a community 
activist, told supervisors that 
Andy’s Unity Park would not ad-
dress all of  the problems faced 
by the Moorland neighborhood, 
which he said was underserved 
by the county for many years. 
The diverse, working-class 
neighborhood has struggled 
with gang issues in years past.

“But it’s a step in the right di-
rection of  tackling community 
problems,” Saiz said of  the park. 
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Flowers and various trinkets surround photos and tributes to Andy 
Lopez at the memorial and park in Santa Rosa created in memory of the 
teen who was shot and killed by a sheriff’s deputy in 2013.

Construction to begin in 
May for outdoor space 
in SR honoring Lopez
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Celso Fuentes, left, and Raul Guererro, with Image Tree Service, roll a log as it’s moved to a chipper on the Chateau St. Jean Winery in Kenwood on 
March 15. The rainy winter has been a busy time for tree service companies and crane operators in Sonoma County.

Tree crews hard at work
WINTER STORMS » BUSINESS BOOMING

Tree service companies and crane 
operators in Sonoma County had 
their hands full this winter with 

crashing limbs and trees as the recent 
years of  drought appeared to have made 
oaks, pines and firs more vulnerable to the 
forces of  multiple intense storms.

“It’s been epic, to say the least,” said Jeff 
Kowell, president of  Image Tree Service in 
Windsor. 

He estimated his business picked up 
roughly 25 percent over the winter.

Tyler Eliff, whose family owns Precision 
Crane Service in Windsor, said business 
typically slows in winter. But this year, 
repeated calls for his cranes came from 
utilities, businesses and homeowners 
dealing with downed trees that needed to 
be lifted.

“I’d say we’ve done 20 times the amount 
of  unplanned tree work than we have in 
the past,” Eliff said.

Pounding storms on the North Coast 
have long been known to flood rivers, 
submerge low-lying rural roads and topple 
trees onto power lines, cars and struc-
tures.

During the state’s five-year drought, 
such storms were relatively rare. But this 
season the rains started coming before 
Thanksgiving and the region was battered 
by a series of  storms through much of  the 
winter.

Before Monday, the first day of  spring, 
Santa Rosa had received 52.92 inches since 
Oct. 1, compared to 30.64 inches for an 
average year.

This winter, trees toppled onto homes 
in such communities as Sebastopol, 
Summerhome Park and Sonoma Valley. 
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Drought-weakened root systems unstable across county after heavy rains

Trump talks tough on health bill

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump Tuesday turned up the 
pressure on recalcitrant Republi-
cans to support a sweeping bill to 
overhaul the health care system, 
threatening wavering lawmakers in 

his party with political payback if  
they failed to get behind a measure 
that has become an early test of  his 
negotiating power.

In a series of  meetings and phone 
calls at the White House and on Cap-
itol Hill, Trump, Vice President Mike 
Pence and Republican congressional 
leaders haggled with holdouts over 
issues including regulatory details 
and Cuba policy as they struggled to 
assemble a majority to support a bill 
that would repeal and replace the 
Affordable Care Act. The legislation 
is scheduled for a floor vote in the 

House on Thursday.
But at a private meeting with 

House Republicans at the Capitol, 
the president also delivered a blunt 
warning that many of  those present 
would lose their seats in next year’s 
midterm congressional elections if  
the effort failed.

“I’m going to come after you,” 
Trump told Rep. Mark Meadows, 
R-North Carolina, a prime holdout 
and the chairman of  the conserva-
tive Freedom Caucus, a hotbed of  
concern about the legislation, ac-
cording to several people in the room 

who described his comments on con-
dition of  anonymity because the ses-
sion was private. “I believe Mark and 
his group will come along, because 
honestly, a loss is not acceptable, 
folks.”

Trump told Republicans at the 
meeting that after voting repeated-
ly to repeal the health care law and 
campaigning in 2016 on doing so, 
they had an obligation to back the 
bill and would lose their majority if  
they “blow it,” attendees said.

President threatens political 
payback to Republicans 
who fail to pass overhaul 
By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
AND THOMAS KAPLAN
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Donald
Trump
President has 
threatened to 
‘come after’ 
GOP holdouts

Gorsuch: 
Rulings 
to be free 
of Trump

WASHINGTON — Judge Neil 
Gorsuch, President Donald 
Trump’s Supreme Court nomi-
nee, sought to assure the Senate 
and the nation that he would be 
a fair-minded and independent 
justice. He said he would not 
hesitate to rule against Trump 
if  the law required it, and he 
repeated his earlier private crit-
icism of  Trump’s attacks on 
judges who had ruled against 
the administration.

“When anyone criticizes the 
honesty or integrity or motives 
of  a federal judge,” Gorsuch 
said at his confirmation hear-
ing on Tuesday, “I find that dis-
heartening and demoralizing.”

Asked if  that general state-
ment applied to Trump, Gor-
such said, “Anyone is anyone.”

By turns expansive and eva-
sive, Gorsuch discussed legal 
doctrines at length, but refused 
to take positions on specific is-
sues. 

He asserted, as have previous 
Supreme Court nominees, that 
it would be unfair to future lit-
igants for him to announce his 
views on issues that could come 

Nominee assures he’ll  
be fair-minded on issues, 
says he admires Garland
By ADAM LIPTAK  
AND MATT FLEGENHEIMER
NEW YORK TIMES
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SUPREME COURT

Neil Gorsuch


