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FACEBOOK PASSWORDS VUNERABLE: Social  
media giant said Thursday that millions of user 
credentials had been stored insecurely / B1
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GONZAGA TAKES DOWN OPENING FOE »  
Bulldogs trounce Fairleigh Dickinson in 
NCAA West Region hoops tournament.  C1

SEBASTOPOL TEEN TAKES TO THE SKIES »  
El Molino High student celebrates his 
16th birthday by piloting aircraft solo.  A3

FILM FESTIVALS IN 
WINE COUNTRY »  
With movies like 
Chef Florence’s 
‘Uncrushable,’ 
cinephiles have 
many options.   D1

Trump 
reverses
US-Israel 
policy

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump abruptly re-
versed decades of  U.S. policy 
Thursday by endorsing perma-
nent Israeli control of  the dis-
puted Golan Heights, saying on 
Twitter that the area seized from 
Syria in the 1967 Middle East 
war is “of  crit-
ical strategic 
and security 
importance” 
to Israel.

The posi-
tion is a po-
litical boon to 
Israeli Prime 
Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu days before 
he is scheduled to visit Wash-
ington and three weeks before 
he faces an unexpectedly diffi-
cult re-election vote at home. It 
also comes as Democrats and 
Republicans are seeking to cast 
themselves as defenders of  Is-
rael amid heated congressional 
discussions about anti-Semi-
tism.

“After 52 years it is time for 
the United States to fully recog-

GOLAN HEIGHTS » Shift 
after 52 years tilts scales 
in favor of Netanyahu
By ANNE GEARAN  
AND LOVEDAY MORRIS
WASHINGTON POST
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INSIDE
Democratic 2020 
candidates say 
they will skip 
the annual Israel 
conference in 
Washington  
next week / A10

Donald Trump

Coffey Park rebuild  
shifts into overdrive      

HOMES ON 
RISE IN SR
From November 
2017 to March 21, 
a majority of 
destroyed homes 
in Coffey Park 
have permit 
applications filed, 
are being built or 
have been rebuilt. 

1,422
Residential  
units destroyed

1,026
Permit  
applications 
submitted

689
Homes under 
construction

191
Homes  
completed
Source: City 
of Santa Rosa
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MARCH 21: New homes line the streets in the Hopper Avenue-Dogwood Drive area of Coffey Park of Santa Rosa being rebuilt on Thursday. With the new building 
season underway, reconstruction of the wildfire-scarred neighborhood has ramped up to a level unseen since the start of the rebuilding effort after the 2017 wildfire. 

Hillary Court was once a 
serene and picturesque 
cul-de-sac, and will be again 

someday.
But not anytime soon. These days, 

like most of  Santa Rosa’s Coffey 
Park neighborhood, it is a bustling, 
boisterous, borderline anarchy of  

contractors and 
suppliers, inspec-
tors and utility 
workers, all doing 
their best to not 
inconvenience 
the handful of  
residents who’ve 
already moved 
back in.

“It’s tough for us in the winter, 
‘cause we can’t really work if  it’s 
raining too hard,” said carpenter 
Dylan Johnson, eating a Clif  bar 
in the bed of  a pickup during his 
Thursday midmorning break. “But 
now that it’s drying out, it’s going to 
be nonstop.”

Atmospheric rivers had been re-
placed, on this day, by sunshine and 

a steady stream of  pickups, cement 
mixers and heavy equipment up 
and down Hopper Avenue. With the 
advent of  a new building season, 
reconstruction in Coffey Park has 
ramped up to a level unseen since 
the start of  the rebuilding, follow-
ing the October 2017 Tubbs fire 
that destroyed 1,422 homes in this 

working-class community.
A full 70 percent of  the burned 

Coffey Park properties are “either 
under construction or have reached 
completion,” said Gabe Osburn, 
Santa Rosa’s deputy director of  
development services. And more 

OCT. 25, 2017: Homes around Hopper Avenue, right, and Dogwood Drive, middle, 
in Santa Rosa’s Coffey Park neighborhood were reduced to rubble by the Tubbs fire. 

SEPT. 24, 2018: Burned lots in the Hopper Avenue-Dogwood Drive area of Coffey 
Park were cleared with a few homes slowly being rebuilt.

2017 WILDFIRE RECOVERY » SR NEIGHBORHOOD’S TRANSFORMATION

Return of drier weather, speedier city permitting spurs burst of building
By AUSTIN MURPHY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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ASHES TO ARCHES: Alejandro Martinez, left, Lou Enriquez and Alan Mendola finish out a 
archway with stucco at a house on Dogwood Drive in Santa Rosa on Thursday.

Junk from 
river flood 
f loating 
far north

Staffers at the Point Arena 
Lighthouse are accustomed to 
seeing spectacular sights from 
their vantage point at the edge 
of  the ocean on the southern 
Mendocino Coast.

The rugged scenery, migrat-
ing whales and other wildlife 
on display along that particular 
stretch of  coastline are exactly 
what draw tens of  thousands of  
visitors to the region each year.

But never has anyone seen 
anything quite so exotic as the 
fiberglass hot tub that bobbed 
through the waves past the 
promontory earlier this month 
— perhaps the most bizarre ex-
ample of  the debris swept north 
as flood waters gushed from the 
mouth of  the Russian River af-
ter it spilled its banks.

“We were all laughing,” Mark 
Hancock, the lighthouse’s exec-
utive director, said of  the day a 

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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MENDOCINO COAST

FEMA EXTENDS 
AID PROGRAM
Displaced wildfire 
survivors relying 
on federal help   
will be able to stay 
in temporary homes 
a bit longer / A3


