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CLOSE TO A RECORD: Rain 
season second-wettest in 
Santa Rosa history;  
weekend system may set 
new mark for area / A3

INSIDE

CINCO DE MAYO

Planners 
to scale 
down 
festival

People are still expected to 
show up by the thousands this 
year at the Roseland Cinco de 
Mayo Festival in Santa Rosa. 
They’ll still dance and sing, 
and there will still be vendors 
to serve up all manner of  street 
fare, from huaraches and gord-
itas to tamales and enchiladas.

But along Sebastopol Road on 
May 5, things are going to feel 
different at Sonoma County’s 
largest springtime celebration 
of  Mexican heritage and nation-
ality, organizers said.

In the face of  concern within 
the undocumented immigrant 
community about a crackdown 
by federal immigration enforce-
ment authorities, organizers are 
expecting a dramatic decrease 
in attendance. 

As a result, they have decided 
to sharply downsize the festival 
— the 12th since the festival be-
gan in 2006 — cutting the num-
ber of  vendors from about 100 to 
50, and decreasing the number 
of  performance stages from two 
to one.

At first, said Sylvia Lemus, 
festival co-director, organizers 
considered scrapping the whole 
thing, a move that leaders of  the 
Philadelphia Cinco de Mayo fes-
tival announced this week. 

“Prior to even starting our 

Analy teacher inspired love of literature, debate

Lynette Williamson was no spar-
row, despite identifying with the com-
mon, humble bird just as Hamlet did 
while trying to accept his fate. 

An English teacher and mentor 
for thousands of  students who cycled 
through her classroom and her debate 
team at Analy High School in Sebas-
topol over a 30-plus-year career, Wil-

liamson was a masterful speaker and 
thinker. She set young minds afire 
with literature and her signature wit. 

“There is special providence in the 
fall of  a sparrow,” she wrote, quoting 
William Shakespeare’s protagonist 
in an essay published on Salon.com 
three days before her death.

Williamson died Saturday at her 
home in Monte Rio, surrounded by 
her family. She was 55.

In the last months before she died, 

Williamson wrote the essay reflecting 
on how she had coped for 18 months 
with the nerve disease ALS, amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis. She typed the 
piece with the thumb of  her non-dom-
inant hand, pounding into the key-
board at a rate of  three words per min-
ute the thoughts and literary quotes 
still racing through her vibrant mind 
as the disease took its toll. 

Attendance may dip 
over threat of federal 
immigration crackdown
By CHRISTI WARREN 
AND MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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LONDON — A knife-wielding 
man went on a deadly rampage 
in the heart of  Britain’s seat 
of  power Wednesday, plowing 
a car into pedestrians on Lon-
don’s Westminster Bridge before 
stabbing a police officer to death 
inside the gates of  Parliament. 
Five people were killed, includ-
ing the assailant, and 40 others 
were injured in what Prime Min-
ister Theresa May condemned 
as a “sick and depraved terrorist 
attack.”

Lawmakers, lords, staff and 

visitors were 
locked down 
after the man 
was shot by 
police within 
the perimeter 
of  Parliament, 
just yards from 
entrances to 
the building 

itself  and in the shadow of  the 
iconic Big Ben clock tower. He 
died, as did three pedestrians on 
the bridge, and the police officer.

A doctor who treated the 
wounded from the bridge 
said some had “catastrophic”  
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Emergency services work at the scene outside the Palace of Westminster on Wednesday in London. London police say they are treating a gun and 
knife incident at Britain’s Parliament “as a terrorist incident until we know otherwise.” Officials say a man with a knife was shot by officers. 

Rampage in London

By JILL LAWLESS 
AND PAISLEY DODDS
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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WESTMINSTER » 5 dead, 40 injured; police treating as terrorist plot
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Police officers secure the area near the houses of Parliament in  
London. An attack near the British Parliament left 5 dead.
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Tillerson asserts 
top US priority in 
Middle East  
is elimination 
of Islamic State, 
calls on allies to 
aid rebuilding 
efforts  / B1

Nunes: Trump team heard by chance

WASHINGTON — U.S. intelli-
gence agencies inadvertently inter-
cepted communications involving 
the Trump transition team late last 

year, the chairman of  the House In-
telligence Committee said Wednes-
day, a disclosure that President 
Donald Trump said “somewhat” vin-
dicated his claim that he was wire-
tapped by President Barack Obama.

But Democrats immediately dis-
puted that claim, asserting that the 

intercepts appeared to be court-au-
thorized intelligence gathering that 
did not target Trump or his aides 
and may not have disclosed their 
names even in classified intelligence 
reports.

Rather than confirming Trump’s 
claims, the disclosures by Rep. Devin 
Nunes, R-Tulare, chairman of  the 
House committee, sparked a politi-
cal uproar that threatened to oblit-
erate attempts to conduct a biparti-

san congressional investigation into 
whether Trump campaign aides co-
ordinated with Russian intelligence 
agencies during the 2016 presiden-
tial race.

Nunes said he had learned of  
“dozens” of  classified reports that 
recounted communications between 
members of  Trump’s transition 
team — and possibly the then-pres-

Intelligence Committee chairman’s claim of inadvertently  
intercepted conversations disputed by top Democrats
By DAVID S. CLOUD 
AND MICHAEL A. MEMOLI
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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