
Mueller closes investigation

WASHINGTON — Special 
counsel Robert Mueller closed his 
long and contentious Russia in-
vestigation with no new charges 
Friday, ending the probe that has 
cast a dark shadow over Donald 
Trump’s presidency but launch-
ing a fresh wave of  political bat-
tles over the still-confidential 
findings.

The report’s details remained 

a mystery, accessible to only a 
handful of  Justice Department 
officials while Attorney General 
William Barr prepared to release 
the “principal conclusions” soon. 

But the closure of  the 22-month 
probe without additional indict-
ments by Mueller was welcome 
news to some in Trump’s orbit 
who had feared a final round 
of charges could ensnare more 
Trump associates, including mem-
bers of  the president’s family.

By ERIC TUCKER, MICHAEL 
BALSAMO AND CHAD DAY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

After nearly two years of  inves-
tigation, after hundreds of  inter-
views and thousands upon thou-
sands of  pages of  documents, 
after scores of  indictments and 
court hearings and guilty pleas, 
after endless hours of  cable- 
television and dinner-table spec-
ulation, the moment of  reckoning 
has arrived.

It will be a reckoning for Pres-
ident Donald Trump, to be sure, 

but also for Robert Mueller, the 
special counsel, for Congress, for 
Democrats, for Republicans, for 
the news media and, yes, for the 
system as a whole. The delivery 
of  Mueller’s report to the Justice 
Department on Friday marked a 
turning point that will shape the 
remainder of  Trump’s presiden-
cy and test the viability of  Ameri-
can governance.

Washington has been wait-
ing for Mueller’s findings for so 

DONALD TRUMP
The 22-month probe led to 
34 Americans charged and  
25 Russians indicted, while 
five Trump aides pleaded 
guilty and agreed to work 
with Robert Mueller. 
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FEMA 
released 
victims’ 
data

WASHINGTON — The Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency wrongly released to a 
contractor the personal infor-
mation of  2.3 million survivors 
of  devastating 2017 hurricanes 
and wildfires, potentially expos-
ing the victims to identity fraud 
and theft, a government watch-
dog reported Friday.

The Homeland Security De-
partment’s Office of  Inspector 
General found the breach oc-
curred when FEMA was work-
ing with a contractor that helps 
provide temporary housing 
to those affected by disasters. 
FEMA is one of  Homeland Se-
curity’s many agencies; the 
sprawling 240,000-person de-
partment also includes immi-
gration enforcement, and the 
U.S. Secret Service.

FEMA officials said that since 
the discovery of  the issue, the 
agency was no longer sharing 
unnecessary data with the con-
tractor and has conducted a de-
tailed review of  the contractor’s 
information system and has 
found no indication to suggest 
data has been compromised.

The agency said in a state-
ment it is working with the con-
tractor to remove the data from 
its system and has instructed 
staff to complete additional pri-
vacy training.

“FEMA’s goal remains pro-
tecting and strengthening the 
integrity, effectiveness, and se-
curity of  our disaster programs 
that help people before, during, 
and after disasters,” FEMA 
Press Secretary Lizzie Litzow 
said in a statement.

Some information, like 
names, last four digits of  a So-
cial Security number and how 

Breach occurred while  
agency was working 
with housing contractor
By COLLEEN LONG
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MIDDLETOWN 

In the heart of  a county that has been ravaged 
by wildfires over the past four years, Gov. Gavin 
Newsom on Friday announced actions to expe-

dite dozens of  tree clearing and other forest man-
agement projects, including exempting them from 
statewide environmental protections that have been 
relatively sacrosanct for decades.

Speaking at the Middletown Library, Newsom 
declared a statewide emergency in a proclamation 
that would speed up 35 Cal Fire high-priority proj-
ects — including two in the North Coast — affecting 
200 communities across the state. 

His action suspends state procurement and envi-
ronmental statutes to complete those jobs, including 
the historic 1970 California Environmental Quality 
Act, which requires state and local agencies to mea-
sure the environmental effects of  major develop-
ments and to avoid or mitigate their harm.

Newsom acknowledged the action would upset 
some environmental allies, but said it was necessary 
given the severity of  wildfires that last year burned 
1.9 million acres in California, including the Camp 

fire in Paradise that killed 85 people. He specifically 
targeted Lake County for the announcement since 
the area has suffered six major wildfires since 2015, 
including the Valley fire that four years ago ripped 
through Middletown. Sixty percent of  the county’s 
land has burned in recent years.

“I’ve made no bones that if  we can fast-track 
CEQA for arenas and football stadiums, we certain-
ly should be able to do so to save peoples’ lives,” said 
Newsom, who added that some of these Cal Fire 
projects with his directive could take two months 
to be completed instead of  two years. “It’s a con-
troversial one. I’m not naive. Some people want to 
maintain our processes and they want to maintain 
our rules and protocols. But I am going to push back 
on that.”

Two of those projects are in the North Coast. 
One is along the mountains west and east of  Ukiah, 
a project that is 36,541 acres in total and includes 
constructing 14 miles of  shaded fuel breaks — the 
thinning of  dense tree coverage and removing un-
derlying brush — and performing about 450 acres of  
prescribed burns along brush fields. It was sched-
uled to be completed by Nov. 1. 
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Gov. Gavin Newsom announces a plan Friday to help protect California’s most wildfire-vulnerable areas during a press conference at the  
Middletown Library in Lake County. Newsom’s emergency proclamation will speed up 35 high-priority fire prevention projects.

Expediting prevention

Newsom fast-tracks Cal Fire projects, including 2 in North Coast 
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“Some people 
want to 
maintain our 
processes and 
they want 
to maintain 
our rules and 
protocols. But 
I am going to 
push back on 
that.”
GOV. GAVIN NEWSOM, on 
fast-tracking Cal Fire projects 
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