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Man detained just before body found
Deputy stopped Sonoma
man for speeding, then heard
of slaying on police radio
By ANGELA HART
and RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMO C RAT

A Sonoma resident suspected
of killing a Cazadero man and
putting his body in a barrel before dumping it near Sonoma City
Hall was stopped late Friday for
speeding by a Sonoma County
sheriff’s deputy just prior to the
barrel’s discovery, according to a
sheriff’s official.
Deputy Alan Collier was de-

taining Christopher McNatt, 40,
of Sonoma in a traffic stop before
midnight Friday when word went
out over the deputy’s police radio
about a suspicious 55-gallon barrel found at City Hall.
“The deputy was pretty sharp
to put this together,” Lt. Carlos
Basurto said Monday.
Inside the plastic barrel was
the body of Ronald Gordon Sauvageau, 64.
Detectives suspect the slaying occurred at a mobile home
park off Highway 12 not long
before the body was found. Deputies learned of the barrel and
its gruesome contents through
a call at 11:48 p.m. that someone
had dumped a barrel at City Hall

about 15 minutes earlier.
Officials said they believe McNatt killed Sauvageau and put his
body into the barrel, then drove to
Sonoma Plaza with the barrel in
the back of his pickup before leaving it there.
The suspect never said why he
picked that location, and why the
barrel ended up there remained
unknown, said sheriff’s Sgt. Shannon McAlvain, who is supervising
the investigation.
“We really don’t know why that
exact location,” McAlvain said.
Some details came to light
Monday, as across town, Sonoma
resident Ronnie Arrasmith was
cleaning up the grisly aftermath
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Ronnie Arrasmith cleans blood Monday from the Sonoma trailer
where Ronald Sauvageau, 64, reportedly was killed last week.

Police:
No proof
of rape at
Va. frat

Hardly a trace remains of Drakes Bay Oyster Co. at former site along
Drakes Estero, now reserved for wildlife and recreation

New era for estuary

Alleged victim from Rolling
Stone article refused to aid
investigation, officials say
By OWEN ROBINSON
and SHERYL GAY STOLBERG
N EW YO R K T I M ES

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

By Monday, all structures had been removed from the Drakes Bay Oyster Co. area of operations along Drakes Estero near Inverness
after 80 years of farming. What remained on the 5-acre site was cleared by a government contractor, leaving a single utility pole.
sales shack, wooden dock
and related structures once
stood was scraped clean by a
government contractor who
hauled away 660 cubic yards
of material plus 6,256 square
feet of asphalt and concrete,
leaving behind a lone utility
pole on the oyster shell-covered beach.
The onshore work cost
$214,372, while another crew
retained by the National Park
Service in January extracted
37,000 pounds of oysters,
clams and aquaculture debris
from the water at a cost of
$87,000 — a task and price tag
far from complete.
Scheduled to start in July

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEM O C RAT

O

n the windswept
shore of Drakes
Estero, it’s as if
80 years of oyster farming
have been erased overnight.
A $300,000 federal government cleanup has removed
most traces of the Drakes
Bay Oyster Co. operation,
and a new era has begun
for the 2,500-acre estuary,
now reserved for kayakers,
picnickers and other human
visitors, along with the panoply of wildlife thriving in
and on the cold, clear water.
The 5-acre site where
the weatherbeaten oyster
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Before: The active Drakes Bay Oyster Co. site in November 2012.

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. —
Police said Monday that they
had found “no substantive basis” to support a Rolling Stone
magazine article depicting a
horrific gang rape at a University of Virginia fraternity house
and that a four-month review
had identified serious discrepancies in the account by a woman identified as Jackie, who
refused to cooperate with their
investigation.
After a review of records and
roughly 70 interviews, Police
Chief Timothy J. Longo Sr. said
at a crowded news conference
here, his investigators found
“no evidence” that a party even
took place at the Phi Kappa
Psi fraternity on Sept. 28, 2012,
when the rape was said to have
occurred. Instead, he said, there
was a formal that night at the
house’s sister sorority, making
it highly unlikely that the fraternity would have had a party
on the same night.
Despite “numerous attempts,”
he said, his officers were unable
to track down the man Jackie had
identified as her date that night.
And several interviews contradicted her version of events.
The chief said he was suspending, but not closing, the
investigation, and he left open
the possibility that some kind
of assault might have occurred,
saying additional information
could still come to light.
“We’re not able to conclude
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US rejects Netanyahu effort to walk back campaign comments
By JOEL GREENBERG
and HANNAH ALLAM
McCLATCHY NEW S S E RV I C E

JERUSALEM — Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
apologized Monday for racially
provocative remarks he made
about Arab voters on Israel’s
election day last week, but the
move failed to assuage critics
of his campaign-trail tactics,
which sparked outrage in Israel
and drew rare public rebukes
from the White House.
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The Obama administration
made it clear Monday that it
wasn’t letting Netanyahu off the
hook for either the anti-Arab
statements, in which he urged
his supporters to turn out because Israeli Arabs were voting
in “droves,” or remarks in which
he vowed that a Palestinian
state wouldn’t emerge under his
watch, effectively rejecting the
two-state solution that has long
been the internationally recognized framework for resolving
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
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“We cannot simply pretend
that these comments were never made,” White House chief
of staff Denis McDonough told
a national convention in Washington of J Street, a left-leaning,
pro-peace group that’s positioning itself as a counterweight to
more traditional pro-Israel lobbying groups such as AIPAC.
Netanyahu delivered the
apology at a meeting in his official residence with an invited
Arab delegation that did not
include members of the Arab

party, known as the United
List, which won 13 seats in the
120-member legislature.
“I know that what I said a few
days ago offended Israeli Arabs.
This was never my intention. I
am sorry about that,” Netanyahu said to applause and cheers
from his Arab listeners, who included members of his conservative Likud party. “My actions
as prime minister, including
huge investments in the minority sectors, prove the opposite.”
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AMY’S KITCHEN RECALL: Local vegetarian food
maker warns 19 types of its frozen products
could contain listeria-tainted spinach / C6

GALI TIBBON / Associated Press

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu at a meeting March 8.
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