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Fears grow over budget forecast
MENTAL HEALTH »
County nonprofits are
spared; more cuts ahead
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sonoma County nonprofits
that provide mental health and
substance abuse services may
have dodged a bullet this fiscal
year, but come June many fear
they may be facing a cannonball.

With strong direction from
some members of the Board of
Supervisors, county officials are
now looking for ways to backfill
a $1.8 million deficit in the Behavioral Health Division. While
the move eliminates the need for
cuts to nonprofits, next year’s
Behavioral Health deficit could
be as high as $19 million.
In a letter sent to nonprofits
late this week, county health
services director Barbie Robinson relayed the “good news” but
warned that “challenging, and

at times, painful dialogue” lies
ahead.
“At this time, with the probable backfill in funds, we hope to
mitigate all contract reductions
for FY 17-18,” Robinson wrote,
referring to the fiscal year that
ends June 30. “Conversely,
even with this prospective good
news, this one-time backfill
does not solve for our current
$16-$19 million projected budget
deficit in FY 18-19.”
The sheer magnitude of next
year’s projected deficit has some

mental health advocates fearing a major blow to the county’s mental health safety net. It
comes at a time when some residents are facing unprecedented
emotional and psychological
challenges brought on by last
year’s fires, widespread worries
over gun violence and the ongoing fallout from the nation’s opioid epidemic.
“In the long run it’s going
to cost the county more money taking care of things on the
criminal justice side,” said Rob-

in Bowen, executive director of
Child Parent Institute, or CPI.
“The health of our community,
that’s the biggest loser in this
whole struggle.”
Bowen’s organization was one
of nearly 50 “community partners” that had been asked to
plan for significant cuts to their
current budgets, cuts that would
have left some service providers
very little funds to finish out the
last three months of the current
TURN TO FORECAST » PAGE A7

CLIMATE REPORT » COUNTY SEES SUCCESS

PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, left,
listens as President Donald Trump
speaks Friday in Washington.
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$1.3T SPENDING PLAN »
Veto threatened over lack
of border wall funding

TRANSGENDER BAN »
New plan would keep
some troops from serving

By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
AND MICHAEL D. SHEAR
NEW YORK TIMES

By DAN LAMOTHE
WASHINGTON POST

President Donald Trump issued an order late Friday that
supports a ban on many transgender troops, deferring to a
new Pentagon plan that essentially cancels a policy adopted
by the Obama administration.
The decision revokes a full ban
that Trump issued last summer
but disqualifies U.S. troops who
have had gender reassignment
surgery, as recommended by Defense Secretary Jim Mattis.
“By its very nature, military
service requires sacrifice,”
Mattis wrote in a memo to the
president that was released Friday. “The men and women who
serve voluntarily accept limitations on their personal liberties
— freedom of speech, political
activity, freedom of movement
— in order to provide the military lethality and readiness
necessary to ensure American
citizens enjoy their personal
freedoms to the fullest extent.”
Current transgender service
members who have not undergone reassignment surgery
should be allowed to stay, as long
as they have been medically stable for 36 consecutive months in
their biological sex before joining the military and are able to
deploy across the world, Mattis
recommended.
Mattis recommended that
anyone diagnosed with gender dysphoria, the condition of
wanting to transition gender,
since the Obama administration
ended the Pentagon’s longtime
ban on transgender service in
2016 may continue to serve. The
decision amounts to a “grandfathering” of those affected by the
new policy.
The new plan will be challenged in court, just as the full
ban that Trump issued last
summer was, in at least four
separate cases that are still
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Steam rises at the geothermal plant in The Geysers on Friday. Sonoma Clean Power offers a service
called EverGreen, which provides 100 percent renewable energy generated locally at the facility,

Sonoma Clean Power credited with steady declines
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

S

onoma County has marked
two consecutive years of
reduced greenhouse gas
emissions, with output reported
below 1990 levels in both 2015
and 2016, due in large part to the
rollout of Sonoma Clean Power
and its greater reliance on cleaner
sources of electricity.
That’s the brightest news out of
a new report from the Santa Rosa-based Center for Climate Protection, which calculated countywide emissions from four key

sectors: transportation, natural
gas use, electricity and landfilled,
organic waste, which produces
methane as it decomposes.
The report estimated greenhouse gas emissions in 2016 at
3.4 million tons across all four
sectors — a slight decline from
2015 and a solid 20 percent reduction from a peak of 4.2 million
tons in 2007.
For the second year in a row,
emissions also dropped slightly
below the 3.5 million tons released
in 1990, the baseline year against

“It’s more
about efforts
that address
institutional
change.”
ANN HANCOCK,

executive director of
the Center for Climate
Protection on
reducing greenhouse
gas emissions

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump — hours after
threatening to veto a $1.3 trillion
spending bill and throwing the
capital into turmoil — signed it
into law Friday, yielding to advisers and Republican leaders
who urged him against manufacturing a government shutdown crisis.
Even as he signed the bill,
the president seethed about
being forced to swallow legislation that broadly repudiated an
agenda that once foresaw the
reshaping
of
the federal gov- FUNDING FOR
ernment into QUAKE ALERTS
his “America Early-warning
First” image.
system for West
E n a c t m e n t Coast gets a boost
of the biparti- in budget signed
san spending into law / A6
package, which
had seemed like a certainty at
dawn, brought an end to hours
of chaos at the White House,
where Trump surprised his advisers — and Republican congressional leaders — with an
angry morning tweet threatening to sink a measure that his
aides had promised he would
sign.
His stated reason was its lack
of funding for his promised border wall, but that was only one
disappointment for the president in a measure that blocked
the hiring of thousands of new
border patrol agents; stopped
deep cuts to foreign aid, the diplomatic corps and environmental programs; thwarted a push
to fund vouchers for private and
parochial schools; and even rescued the National Endowments
for the Arts and the Humanities.
“There are a lot of things that
I’m unhappy about in this bill,”
Trump said during a hastily
called event at the White House,
where placed his hand on a
foot-high copy of the 2,232-page
bill he said he had just signed.
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LARKFIELD SEWER SERVICE: Water Agency’s
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has residents who use septic tanks balking / A3
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