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COUNTY UNEMPLOYMENT 
DIPS: Jobless rate inches 
downward in February  
as regional employers  
add 2,500 new jobs / B8
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PHIL BARBER » New PD sports 
columnist offers insight into 
his perspective on sports.  C1
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John Webley, founder of Trevi Systems water desalination technology and owner of the McDonald Mansion in Santa Rosa, and his wife, Jennifer, 
have applied for permission to convert a landmark barn in Freestone to a wine-tasting and art venue.   

Uproar over venue plan

Proposal to 
convert historic  
Freestone farm 
to wine center 
puts residents, 
owners at odds

FREESTONE

Evolving plans for a new wine-related event 
center at the entrance to this rural, historic 
village have some people here bracing for a 

fight, afraid the charm and flavor of  their pastoral 
valley may be in jeopardy.

After the owner of  a prominent farmstead at 
the crossroads of  Bodega and Bohemian highways 
sought permission in January to convert his land-
mark barn into a wine-tasting venue, tap room and 
art gallery, concerned residents spread the word, 
preparing to mobilize once the proposal reached a 

more advanced stage.
But Sonoma County planners already have put 

the project on hold, telling property owners John 
and Jennifer Webley it won’t be allowed to go 
forward without significant revision, according to 
Tennis Wick, director of  the county’s Permit and 
Resource Management Department. 

“It is substantially out of  scale with the commu-
nity,” Wick said in an interview. “This is not the 
right use. It’s not the right scale of  use. It’s devel-
opment that’s completely out of  character with the 
community.”

But John Webley, a well-known innovator and 
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“This is not the right use. It’s not the right scale of use. It’s development 
that’s completely out of character with the community.”
TENNIS WICK, director of the Permit and Resource Management Department on a proposed wine-tasting center in Freestone

GOP health overhaul bid fails

WASHINGTON — House Re-
publican leaders, facing a revolt 
among conservatives and mod-
erates in their ranks, pulled leg-
islation to repeal the Affordable 
Care Act from consideration on 
the House floor Friday in a ma-
jor defeat for President Donald 
Trump on the first legislative 
showdown of  his presidency.

“We’re going to be living with 

Obamacare for the foreseeable 
future,” House Speaker Paul 
Ryan conceded.

The failure of  the Republi-
cans’ three-month blitz to repeal 
President Barack Obama’s sig-
nature domestic achievement 
exposed deep divisions in the Re-
publican Party that the election 
of  a Republican president could 
not mask. It cast a long shadow 
over the ambitious agenda that 
Trump and Republican leaders 
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The failure by Republicans 
and President Donald Trump 
to muster the House votes need-
ed to repeal and replace Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s signa-
ture health care law left many 
North Coast residents on Friday 
breathing a sigh of  relief, cele-
brating a reprieve for a policy 
they support and a major polit-
ical loss for an administration 
they vocally oppose.

The overhaul bill foundered 
this week amid defections by 
both moderate and hard-line 
conservative Republicans, lead-
ing Trump and House Speaker 
Paul Ryan to pull the American 
Health Care Act before a full 
House vote that lacked the GOP 
support it needed to pass.  

“We’re all just pretty ecstatic. It 
was due to a lot of  hard work,” said 
Lakin Khan, a member of  the Pet-
aluma chapter of  MoveOn, which 

SETBACK FOR REPUBLICANS

House Speaker Ryan informed the  
president shortly after noon Friday that 
he did not have the votes for a repeal bill. 
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Sheriff 
Freitas 
plans  
to retire

Sonoma County Sheriff Steve 
Freitas said Friday he will not 
run for re-election next year, re-
vealing he plans to retire at the 
end of  his second term leading 
the largest local law enforce-
ment agency, where he was a po-
litically tested leader who con-
fronted both deep recession-era 
budget cuts and sharp public 
criticism in the aftermath of  the 
2013 Andy Lopez shooting. 

Freitas, 54, a 26-year veteran 
of  the Sheriff’s Office, was un-
opposed both in 2010 when he 
stepped up as Windsor’s police 
chief  to win his first term as 
sheriff and in 2014 when he was 
re-elected. His second term runs 
through December 2018. His re-
tirement plans will set off suc-
cession talks among top brass 
at the department, which has 
not seen a contested election for 
sheriff since 1990. 

“We knew the job was going 
to be hard and take a lot of  time, 
and my family was supportive 
of  that,” said Freitas, who with 

White mortality linked to the economy 
WASHINGTON — A sobering por-

trait of  less-educated middle-aged white 
Americans emerged this week with new 
research showing them dying dispro-
portionately from what one expert calls 
“deaths of  despair” — suicides, drug 
overdoses and alcohol-related diseases.

The new paper by two Princeton Uni-
versity economists, Anne Case and An-
gus Deaton, concludes that the trend is 
driven by the loss of  steady middle-in-
come jobs for those with a high school 

diploma or less.
The economists also argue that dwindling 

job opportunities have triggered broader 
problems for this group. They are more 
likely than their college-educated counter-
parts, for example, to be unemployed, un-
married or suffering from poor health.

“This is a story of  the collapse of  the 
white working class,” Deaton said in an 
interview. “The labor market has very 
much turned against them.”

Those dynamics helped fuel the rise 
of  President Donald Trump, who won 
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New research has presented a sober portrait about 
the death rates of middle-aged whites, some of 
whom were behind the rise of Donald Trump. 

26-year veteran will not 
seek re-election in 2018, 
sets off succession talks
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