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Pilot locked out of cockpit before crash
Audio from plane’s voice recorder
deepens mystery behind what led
to Germanwings crash in France
By NICOLA CLARK and DAN BILEFSKY
NEW YORK T I ME S

PARIS — As officials struggled
Wednesday to explain why a jet with
150 people on board crashed amid a
relatively clear sky, an investigator
said evidence from a cockpit voice
recorder indicated one pilot left the
cockpit before the plane’s descent and
was unable to get back in.

A senior military official involved
in the investigation described “very
smooth, very cool” conversation between the pilots during the early part
of the flight from Barcelona, Spain, to
Düsseldorf, Germany. Then the audio
indicated that one of the pilots left the
cockpit and could not re-enter.
“The guy outside is knocking lightly
on the door, and there is no answer,”
the investigator said. “And then he
hits the door stronger and no answer.
There is never an answer.”
He said, “You can hear he is trying
to smash the door down.”
While the audio seemed to give
some insight into the circumstances

leading to the Germanwings crash on
Tuesday morning, it also left many
questions unanswered.
“We don’t know yet the reason why
one of the guys went out,” said the
official, who requested anonymity because the investigation was continuing. “But what is sure is that at the
very end of the flight, the other pilot
is alone and does not open the door.”
The data from the voice recorder
seems only to deepen the mystery surrounding the crash and provides no
indication of the condition or activity
of the pilot who remained in the cockpit. The descent from 38,000 feet over
TURN TO PILOT, PAGE A7
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Debris from the Germanwings jet crash rests on
charred ground Tuesday in the French Alps. Audio
from the flight recorder was retrieved Wednesday.

“We are in it for the long haul. And if I have to fight with bloody knuckles, I’ll do it.”
SCOTT GABALDON, tribal chairman of Mishewal Wappo Tribe of Alexander Valley

Tribe Digs in Heels

Anti-gay
initiative
triggers
legal fight
Attorney general seeks
court order to block
‘reprehensible’ measure
By JOSEPH SERNA
and PATRICK MCGREEVY
L O S A NG EL ES T I M ES

SACRAMENTO — State Attorney General Kamala Harris
sought a court order Wednesday
to keep her from having to provide an official
title and summary for what
she called an
“utterly
reprehensible”
proposed ballot
measure
that would authorize killing
gays and lesbi- Kamala
ans in Califor- Harris
nia, her office
announced.
The action by the state’s top
prosecutor was designed to stop
the proposed Sodomite Suppression Act that was put forward by
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SEEKING RECOGNITION: Tribal chairman of the Mishewal Wappos Scott Gabaldon pauses at Pepperwood Preserve, which overlooks his tribe’s ancestral lands.
The tribal leader plans to appeal a court decision that turned down the tribe’s attempt to regain federal recognition.

As Napa County officials, Thompson laud ruling against
Alexander Valley’s Wappos, leader vows to fight for status
By CLARK MASON
TH E P RE S S D E MO C RAT

T

he leader of the Mishewal Wappo Tribe of Alexander Valley on
Wednesday vowed to appeal a court
ruling denying their attempt to regain
federal recognition — what opponents see
as an initial step for building another Las
Vegas-style casino in the North Bay.
Tribal Chairman Scott Gabaldon
described the court ruling as a “minor
setback” for the Wappos in their quest to
be restored more than a half-century after
the tribe’s Alexander Valley Rancheria was
dissolved by the federal government and
distributed to two families.
“It’s just another bump on the road to the
end result of getting our sovereignty,” he

said. “We are going to appeal this thing as
far as we can go.”
Napa County officials and Rep. Mike
Thompson, D-St. Helena, hailed the court
ruling, which they said will help keep
casino-style gaming out of Napa County,
some of the ancestral territory claimed by
the Wappo along with parts of Sonoma and
Lake counties.
In an opinion released Monday, U.S. District Court Judge Edward Davila sided with
arguments previously made by Napa and
Sonoma counties, and advanced by the federal government, that the Wappos waited
four decades too long to bring their lawsuit
against the U.S. Secretary of the Interior.
The statute of limitations is only six years.
Had the tribe been successful in its law-

TRIBES IN
SONOMA COUNTY
Federally recognized tribes in
Sonoma County include:
■ Cloverdale Rancheria
of Pomo Indians: 540
members*
■ Federated Indians of
Graton Rancheria: 1,200
members
■ Dry Creek Rancheria
Band of Pomo Indians: 1040
members
■ Lytton Band of Pomo
Indians: 300 members
■ Kashia Band of Pomo
Indians of Stewarts Point
Rancheria: 860 members
*Tribal-member numbers are
estimates.
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North Coast
vets to benefit
in VA change
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
T HE P R ES S D EM O CR AT

From the Sea Ranch, it’s
60.6 miles to the nearest Department of Veterans Affairs outpatient clinic in Santa Rosa. As the
crow flies, it’s a little more than
38 miles.
Why does that matter?
The federal government previously used the avian metric to
determine if military veterans
were eligible for the VA’s Veterans Choice Program, which
allows vets to use local, private
medical providers rather than
drive long distances to VA facilities.
On Wednesday, the VA announced that it would greatly
TURN TO VETERANS, PAGE A7
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MISSING VALLEJO WOMAN RESURFACES: Calling
it “an orchestrated event,” police say there’s no
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