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Guilty verdict in triple slaying
Jury convicts Colorado man of fatally
shooting three men in Forestville
cabin during 2013 marijuana deal
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A Sonoma County jury found a Colorado man
guilty of murdering three business partners in a
Forestville-area cabin during a 2013 marijuana
deal then robbing them of cash and drugs, an
outbreak of cold-blooded violence that exposed
the greed and brutality underlying the county’s
illegal drug trade.

Barring a successful appeal, Mark Cappello, 49,
of Central City, Colo., will spend the rest of his
life behind bars as the verdict carries a mandatory sentence of life in prison without the possibility of parole. The jury also found Cappello guilty
of robbery, burglary and conspiracy to transport
marijuana.
The decision by a nine-woman, three-man jury
comes more than three years after Raleigh Butler, 24, who grew up in Sebastopol and lived in
Truckee; Todd Klarkowski, 43, of Boulder, Colo.;
and Richard Lewin, 46, of Huntington, N.Y., were
found slain Feb. 5, 2013, at the rural property on
Ross Station Road.

Mark Cappello,
left, with his
defense attorney
Joe Stogner,
looks toward
the gallery in
Sonoma County
Superior Court on
Friday after being
found guilty of
killing three men
during a pot deal
in 2013.
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2 years after Windsor man disappeared in Trinity Alps,
evidence leads to court acknowledging his death

For hiker’s wife, closure

New CDC
guidance
issued on
Zika, sex
Waiting periods aim
to prevent transmission
to pregnant women
By LENA H. SUN
WASHINGTON POST

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

SOURCE OF SUPPORT: Carrie Morris, whose husband, Steve, went missing on a hike in the Trinity Alps in August 2014, reflects at her Windsor home Friday. With Steve
Morris’ death confirmed after an exhaustive private search, his widow says people who started out as strangers during her ordeal became lifelong friends.
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

C

HAPPY TIMES: A photo of Carrie Morris and her
husband, Steve, is seen at their home in Windsor.

arrie Morris said she sensed her
husband was gone the day after he
disappeared on a hike in the Trinity
Alps in the summer of 2014.
Morris, 57, rushed from her home in
Windsor and arrived in the area on Aug. 3,
as the search for Steve Morris, her husband of 36 years, was ramping up.
Surrounded by an evergreen forest at
the search command center in the Trinity
County hamlet of Coffee Creek, Morris
said she attempted to sense the presence of
her soulmate and father to their one child.
“There was nothing. Void,” she said. “It
was powerful.”
The official search for Steve Morris was
called off after five days, with no clear idea
of what happened to him on the slopes of
7,342-foot Billy’s Peak, located above Stoddard Lake in the rugged Trinity County

backcountry.
But Carrie Morris, bolstered by a cadre
of about 100 friends, fellow church members and an array of strangers, including
a helicopter pilot, professional trackers
and a forensic anthropologist, persevered
in a search that continued for the rest of
the year, over the winter and through the
spring of 2015.
The final answer came in May of that
year, when the last in a series of tests — a
mass spectrometer analysis — confirmed
that hair and tissue found in a ravine
2 miles from the mountain were human.
No DNA was found to link it to Steve Morris, but his widow took it as a final answer.
“I want people to know, after all their
prayers and support, we’ve had closure,”
she said. “I know what it feels like. I think
it’s a good thing.”
Carrie Morris waited until this week
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Security perks, lapses aided in LAX getaway
By AMANDA LEE MYERS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES — Within hours of ditching 70 pounds of cocaine at a security checkpoint and bolting barefoot out of the main
Los Angeles airport, an off-duty flight attendant was flying across the country after
clearing security at the same airport, law
enforcement officials said Friday.
Marsha Gay Reynolds, 31, did not do anything out of the ordinary to get back on a
plane, officials said, describing how she

used an airline badge with her real name
to board another flight the next morning at
one of the nation’s busiest airports.
Communication lapses, bureaucratic
protocols and special security privileges
afforded airline workers all contributed to
Reynolds’ remaining out of the grasp of
law enforcement until she surrendered four
days later at Kennedy Airport in New York.
“This is a security breakdown. That could
have easily been an explosive device and
a terrorist running from the checkpoint.
And we wouldn’t have known until it went

boom,” said Marshall McClain, president of
the union representing Los Angeles International Airport police officers.
Reynolds’ escape was another embarrassing error for the airport, which sought to enhance security after a gunman opened fire
in a terminal in 2013 and killed a Transportation Security Administration agent.
Reynolds was off duty when she arrived
March 18 at an LAX checkpoint, wearing
jeans and a black suit jacket and carrying
TURN TO LAX » PAGE A2

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued detailed and sweeping guidelines
Friday for preventing the sexual transmission of the Zika
virus, action that reveals medical experts’ evolving understanding of the scope and severity of health risks posed by the
mosquito-borne pathogen.
Among the guidelines for couples trying to have babies: If a
woman has received a Zika diagnosis or has symptoms of Zika
after possible exposure, she
should wait at least eight weeks
after her symptoms first appear
before trying to become pregnant, the CDC recommends.
Likewise, if a man has been
given a Zika diagnosis or has
symptoms of the illness, he
should wait at least six months
from those first signs before
having unprotected sex, according to the public health agency. That longer waiting period
reflects the length of time the
virus has been detected in semen — 62 days — with the extra
months added to minimize risk.
The CDC released the new
guidance in three reports. The
U.S. agency and the World
Health Organization already
had issued warnings about the
dangers of Zika infection — particularly brain damage — for fetal development and the importance of couples’ using condoms
or abstaining from sex. But with
sexual transmission turning out
to be more common than initially thought, U.S. health officials
became much more specific.
“I want to emphasize that this
is not an exact science,” said
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