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Tourists make their way through Russian River Brewing Company’s Windsor facility on Monday. Part of the tour takes customers through the 
brew room, where the mash tun, left, lauter tun, middle, and the kettle hopback tanks are located.

2019’s Pliny pilgrims put 
$4.2M into local pockets 

SONOMA COUNTY » BEER TOURISM’S ECONOMIC PAYOFF

Brewer’s second facility in Windsor boosts season’s production and sales

Crab 
season 
to end
early

California’s Dungeness crab 
season is poised to come to an 
abrupt end next month, with 
the commercial fishery closing 
2½ months early as part of  a 
legal settlement to be formally 
announced Tuesday aimed at 
reducing the potential for whale 
and sea turtle entanglements in 
coastal waters.

The April 15 closure, dis-
closed by an industry source 
Monday morning, is part of  an 
agreement negotiated by the 
California Department of  Fish 
and Wildlife and the nonprofit 
Centers for Biological Diversi-
ty, which sued the state agency 
in October 2017. It accused the 
agency of  running the crab fish-
ery in a manner that effectively 
created what the plaintiff’s lead 
attorney once called a “mine-
field of  crab traps” for marine 
creatures.

“The agreement means we’ll 
see meaningful changes on the 
water and is a great victory for 
whales and sea turtles off our 
coast,” Kristen Monsell, an at-
torney for the center, said Mon-
day.

The Pacific Coast Federation 
of  Fishermen’s Associations 
also was a party to the negoti-
ations as an “intervener,” rep-
resenting the interests of  the 
crabbing fleet, some of  whose 
members would continue to pull 
crab up until June 30 if  they 
could.

Instead, they’ll be scrambling 
to get their gear out of  the wa-
ter by April 15, as required by a 
complicated settlement still to 
be revealed in full by the three 
participating parties on Tues-

Sonoma County received 
$4.2 million in economic 
impact from visitors who 

came here from 42 states and 
14 countries for Russian River 
Brewing Co.’s annual special 
release of  Pliny the Young-
er in February, a significant 
boost from last year attributed 
mainly to the brewery serving 
the coveted beer at its two local 
locations.

In October, Russian River 
opened a $50 million complex in 
Windsor that includes a brew-
ery, taproom and restaurant. 
The visitors who traveled here 
to sample the triple India Pale 
Ale there, plus those who vis-
ited its longtime Fourth Street 
Santa Rosa brewpub boosted 
the county’s financial windfall 
from the beer 24 percent from 
2018. 

The special-release brew is 
regarded by online beer forums 
as one of  the best craft beers 

in the world. This was the 15th 
year for Pliny the Younger, 
which also was sold on a limited 
basis at a handful of  county tap-
rooms and to retail customers 
in Southern California, Sacra-
mento, Oregon, Colorado and 
Philadelphia. 

The Windsor brewery en-
abled Russian River to double 
production of  the Younger — 
named after a magistrate in 
Ancient Rome and adopted son 

Settlement to protect 
whales forces Dungeness 
fishery to cease April 15
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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BY THE NUMBERS
A look at Pliny the Younger’s 
economic windfall on Sonoma 
County:

 ■ $4.2 million from visitors from 
42 states and 14 countries

 ■ $59.38 average per-person 
spending during visit to Russian 
River Brewing’s two brewpubs

 ■ 3.02 average party size
 ■ 1.8 average number of nights 

per stay
 ■ $290 average nightly hotel cost

Questions swirl on Barr letter

WASHINGTON — During a 
briefing at the Justice Depart-
ment about three weeks ago, 
special counsel Robert Mueller 
made a revelation that those su-

pervising his work were not ex-
pecting, a person familiar with 
the matter said: He would not 
offer a conclusion on whether 
he believed President Donald 
Trump sought to obstruct jus-
tice.

The decision — which a Jus-
tice Department official on Mon-
day said the special counsel’s 
office came to “entirely” on its 
own — left a gap ripe for politi-
cal exploitation.

After accepting Mueller’s re-

port, Attorney General 
William Barr and Depu-
ty Attorney General Rod 
Rosenstein, who were 
among those briefed 
March 5, made the call 
Mueller would not, de-
termining that the evi-
dence was insufficient to 
allege that Trump had 
obstructed justice. The 
decisive maneuver, outlined in 
a letter Barr sent to lawmakers 
this week, sparked allegations 

that the two Trump ap-
pointees had rushed to a 
judgment no one asked 
them to make, and it is 
likely to be a key battle-
ground in the intensify-
ing political fight over 
the conclusion of  Muel-
ler’s work.

A day after Barr re-
vealed the principal 

conclusions of  Mueller’s work 
— namely, that the special coun-
sel did not establish any coor-

dination between Trump and 
Russia on election interference, 
and found a mixed bag on the 
question of  obstruction — Dem-
ocrats attacked the attorney 
general and issued an April 2 
deadline for him to turn over a 
copy of  the report, while Repub-
licans called for Trump to be 
given an apology.

Some current and former law 
enforcement officials, mean-

GOP, Dems spar over 
whether to probe further 
or apologize to Trump
By MATT ZAPOTOSKY 
AND DEVLIN BARRETT
WASHINGTON POST
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Robert
Mueller

Trump assures Netanyahu on Golan

WASHINGTON — Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
compared President Donald 
Trump to Cyrus the Great, Lord 
Balfour and Harry Truman 
— historic giants who helped 
secure the future of  the Israeli 

people. Trump called Netanya-
hu a “very special man.”

If  the expressions of  praise 
seemed unequal, they accu-
rately conveyed the political 
dynamic between Trump and 
Netanyahu during the Israeli 
leader’s visit to the White House 
on Monday.

Netanyahu was thanking 
Trump for signing a proclama-
tion recognizing Israel’s author-
ity over the long-disputed Golan 
Heights — a valuable political 

Signing at White House 
formally OKs Israel’s 
hold on region it seized 
By MARK LANDLER 
AND DAVID M. HALBFINGER
NEW YORK TIMES
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President 
Donald Trump 
smiles at Israeli 
Prime Minister 
Benjamin Net-
anyahu, right, 
after signing a 
proclamation 
Monday in 
Washington 
that recognizes 
Israel’s sover-
eignty over the 
Golan Heights.
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