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MORE YEMEN TURMOIL: 
Conflict escalates as Saudi 
airstrikes lead assault, 
Egypt plans invasion;  
president resurfaces / A3

GOLFING FEAT SR man gets 4th hole-in-one at Bennett Valley course, for total of 6 Sports

BEERS GO 
HEAD TO HEAD

70 brewers ready to pour 
at this weekend’s Battle 
of the Brews in Santa Rosa 
TimeOut
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Co-pilot once confessed to ‘burnout’

APPLICATIONS 
SKYROCKET
Rise in applications 
in Sonoma County 
for federal housing 
assistance: 

2010: 1,627* 
2011: 2,295 
2012: 6,737 
2013: 7,973 
2014: 9,549

*8 cities, unincorporated 
county. Santa Rosa 
maintains its own list of 
about 5,000 people.

Source: County of Sonoma
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ON THE LIST: Wayne Martinez gets ready to leave his apartment at the Vintage Park Senior Apartments in Santa Rosa on Thursday. Martinez, 79, who says it 
takes almost all of his Social Security income to pay his rent, is one of an estimated 45,000 people in Sonoma County on a waiting list for federal housing aid.

Awaiting rental help
Tight market combines with limited federal funding to create 

 yearslong wait for assistance for tens of thousands of Sonoma County residents

BUDGET CRUNCH : Wayne Martinez eats his breakfast 
Thursday at his kitchen table next to a stack of unpaid bills.

LAUSANNE, Switzerland — The 
co-pilot of  a Germanwings jet who 
now is suspected of  deliberately 
crashing a plane loaded with 150 peo-
ple into a mountainside in the French 
Alps on Tuesday may have had a brief, 
untreated bout of  depression while 
undergoing pilot training, according 
to German news accounts.

Lufthansa, the operator of  the low-

cost Germanwings airline, said that 
the co-pilot, Andreas Guenter Lubitz, 
had taken a break during his train-
ing but had been thoroughly tested 
and cleared upon his return, complet-
ed his training and was considered 
“100 percent fit and ready to fly.”

But the mother of  one of  his former 
classmates told the German newspa-
per Frankfurter Allgemeine that Lu-
bitz had confessed to her daughter a 
few years ago that his timeout during 
training was because of  “a burnout, a 
depression.”

Still, the co-pilot was well thought 
of, and people who knew him were 
at a loss to explain what would have 
caused him to decide to kill all those 

aboard in a rare deliberate crash of  a 
passenger aircraft.

“People who commit suicide usu-
ally do so alone. When you do it with 
150  people behind you, it’s not sui-
cide,” said Brice Robin, the French 
prosecutor leading the investigation. 
“That is why I am not using this word. 
I don’t call it a suicide.”

The discovery from listening to 
voice recordings captured in the 
flight’s final moments that Lubitz vol-
untarily typed in codes directing the 
plane to descend, then refused to un-
lock the cabin door so that the plane’s 
pilot could enter, turned what had 
been a crash investigation into a mur-

German airline Lufthansa 
says Andreas Lubitz  was 

‘100 percent fit and ready to fly’
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An undated Facebook image shows Germanwings 
co-pilot Andreas Lubitz in San Francisco. Officials 
said Lubitz deliberately caused Tuesday’s crash.

HOUSING SQUEEZE

The bills on the kitchen table at Wayne Mar-
tinez’s apartment in south Santa Rosa are 
piling up. Expenses for auto repairs, credit 

card payments and electricity and medical bills can 
only be paid after Martinez takes care of  the rent, 
and that cost alone nearly breaks the 79-year-old’s 
budget. The former in-home caregiver gets by on 
annual Social Security income of  $16,000, and he 
has been in line for federal housing assistance for 
nine years now.

“A voucher would help me stay in my apart-
ment,” Martinez said on a recent day, referring to 
a federal program that provides rental subsidies 
for low-income people. Martinez once was home-
less. He’s grown afraid he might be without shelter 

Californians’ attitudes shift on illegal immigration

Times change. Attitudes soften. People 
get to know each other and chill.

Twenty-one years ago, California voters 
decided overwhelmingly — 59 percent of  
them — to deny public services for immi-
grants who came here illegally. That includ-
ed refusing to educate kids.

Courts tossed out most of  Proposition 187. 
But they couldn’t throw out the sentiment 
behind it.

Fast-forward to a dramatic reversal in 
opinion.

In a new statewide poll released Wednes-
day night, the Public Policy Institute of  
California reported that the vast majority 
of  voters now favor providing a pathway to 
citizenship for immigrants here illegally.

They’d need to meet certain conditions, 
including paying back taxes, passing a crim-
inal-background check, undergoing a wait-
ing period and learning English.

Likely voters favored citizenship for these 
immigrants by 73 percent to 24 percent. 
Even 61 percent of  Republicans favored it, 
although nationally GOP politicians have 
been the biggest obstacle to overhauling im-
migration law.

All ethnic and age groups strongly sup-
ported such citizenship. So did every Cali-
fornia region, whether blue or red.

A USC Dornsife/Los Angeles Times poll 
in September also found broad California 
support for legalization.

Why the turnaround?
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Poll: Even majority of Republicans favor 
path to citizenship for undocumented

Sex 
offenders’ 
residency 
rule eased

California officials announced 
Thursday that the state would 
stop enforcing a key provision 
of  a voter-approved law that pro-
hibits all registered sex offend-
ers from living near schools.

The California Department of  
Corrections and Rehabilitation 
said it no longer would impose 
the blanket restrictions outlined 
in Jessica’s Law that forbid all 
sex offenders from living with-
in 2,000 feet of  a school or park, 
regardless of  whether their 
crimes involved children.

High-risk sex offenders and 
those whose crimes involved 
children under 14 still will be 
prohibited from living within a 
half-mile of  a school, the correc-
tions department emphasized. 
Otherwise, officials will assess 
each parolee based on factors 
relating to their individual cas-
es, the agency said.

The shift comes nine years 
after California voters approved 
the controversial law, which has 
made it difficult for some sex of-
fenders to find places to live.

The California Supreme 
Court on March 2 unanimous-
ly ruled that Jessica’s Law vio-
lated the constitutional rights 
of  parolees living in San Diego 
County who had argued that the 
limitations made it impossible 
for them to obtain housing. As a 
result, advocates said, some pa-
rolees were living in places like 
riverbeds and alleys.

“While the court’s ruling is 
specific to San Diego County, 
its rationale is not,” corrections 
spokesman Luis Patino said 
Thursday. “After reviewing the 
court’s analysis, the state At-

State officials no longer 
will enforce blanket ban on 
parolees’ living near schools 
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