STATE CHAMPS
Cardinal Newman girls make history with comeback win
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The Cardinal Newman team celebrates its win Saturday over Antelope Valley in the
CIF Division 4 girls basketball championship game at Sleep Train Arena in Sacramento.

fter a 19-year drought, the Redwood Empire has a basketball
champion.
The Cardinal Newman girls staged a
second-half comeback to beat Antelope
Valley 39-37 at Sleep Train Arena in
Sacramento, capturing the CIF state Division 4 title. The Cardinals became the
fifth Empire squad to bring home a basketball banner, and the first since 1997.
Down 24-19 at halftime, Cardinal Newman regained the lead on the strength of
its smothering defense. After a barrage
of late attempts inside by the Antelopes,

the Cardinals’ junior center, Lauren
Walker, stepped up with the big play — a
block with seconds left to secure the win.
“We got tons of support, not just from
the students at our school, but all the
families and pretty much (all of) Sonoma
County,” sophomore guard Maiya Flores
said about the historic title run. “As a
county, we realized how big this was.”
The Cardinals finished their season
31-5. And here’s the scary part: They
don’t lose a single player to graduation
this year.
— Phil Barber

IN SPORTS: More stories, photos and analysis from the girls’ basketball championship / C1, C4, C5
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MINIMUM WAGE

Christianity remains
a force in county

Deal
would
establish
$15 rate
State expected to raise
base pay about $1 a year
until new level reached
By JULIET WILLIAMS
AND ANDREW DALTON
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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SPANISH-LANGUAGE SERVICE: Altar boys are followed by Father Michaelraj Philominsamy (in red vestments) and members of the church congregation March 20
as they walk in a Palm Sunday procession around the courtyard at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church in Windsor.

SACRAMENTO — Lawmakers and labor unions on Saturday reached a tentative agreement that will take the state’s
minimum wage from $10 to $15
an hour, a state senator said, a
move that would make for the
largest statewide minimum in
the nation by far.
Sen. Mark Leno, D-San Francisco, who stressed that the deal
was not yet finalized, said the
proposal would go before the
Legislature as part of his minimum-wage bill that stalled last
year.
Leno said the deal would avoid
taking the issue to the ballot.
One union-backed initiative has
already qualified for the ballot,
and a second, competing measure is also trying to qualify.
“This is an issue I’ve been
working on for many years,”
Leno said. “The governor and
stakeholders have all been negotiating earnestly and in good
faith for some time.”
Leno did not confirm specifics

Despite overall drop in attendance, churches play key role in helping needy

Sanders’ wins
set up brawl
for New York

By ROBERT DIGITALE
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osé Soto had to stand along a side aisle of the
sanctuary, one of roughly 200 parishioners who
couldn’t find a seat at the packed Spanish
service inside Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic
Church in Windsor.
As a light rain fell outside, the Mass on Palm
Sunday began with a processional featuring the
church’s India-born, Spanish-speaking priest and
numerous costumed parishioners passing beneath
great arches of palm branches in the center of the
sanctuary. Later Soto, 23, sang along as a casually
dressed choir backed by guitars, piano and electric
drums proclaimed “Santo, Santo es el Señor” —
“Holy, Holy is the Lord.” It is a chorus the young
man used to sing at Mass as a boy in Tapalpa, a
small town in the Mexican state of Jalisco.
Soto, a junior college student and talented
violinist nicknamed Curly, stands at the crossroads of two key demographic groups in American
Christianity: Latinos, who make up an increasing
share of churchgoers, and millennials, who are
staying away in droves from organized religion. He
acknowledges having plenty of questions about his
faith, but that doesn’t keep him from performing
worship songs once a month along with his mariachi band at Our Lady’s 12:30 p.m. Sunday Mass.
Even as he ponders his beliefs, he said, “I still
feel the need to play for my church.”
Christianity in Sonoma County is increasingly
made up of voices outside the mainstream, its
adherents at times distinctly different than the
population at large.
For Catholics, that difference often crops up in an
individual or family’s status as immigrants — similar to past eras, but today the immigrants aren’t
Irish or Italian. In California, two of every three
Catholics are now Latino, according to the Pew
Research Center.

TURN TO DEAL » PAGE A6

By PHILIP RUCKER
WASHINGTON POST

LATINO, MILLENNIAL: José Soto receives Communion on March 20 at Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church in Windsor. Soto, 23, is part of two key groups — Latinos, who make up a growing
percentage of churchgoers, and millennials, who are staying away from organized religion in droves.

CHRISTIANITY IN SONOMA COUNTY

INSIDE
■ Bruce Carantzalis and
Larry Tankersley (at right)
prepare their beds at
Calvary Chapel. It and
30 other churches serve
as ‘nomadic shelters’ / A8
■ Enrollment declines at
local Christian schools / A9
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In a mathematical squeeze to
make up ground in the Democratic presidential race, Bernie
Sanders is preparing to ratchet
up his attacks on Hillary Clinton ahead of
a New York
showdown that
could establish
how easily the
party can pull
itself back together for the
general
election.
Bernie
The Empire Sanders
State’s April 19
primary looms as potentially determinative: A win by Clinton,
who is favored, would further
narrow Sanders’ path, while a
loss in the state she represented
as a senator would embarrass
her and hand Sanders a rationale to continue campaigning
until the final votes are cast in
June.
Clinton had enjoyed a lead
of roughly 300 in pledged delegates, but Sanders narrowed
the gap Saturday with victories
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ABOUT 400 KIDS TURN OUT FOR EGG HUNT:

Children 5 and under and their families
celebrate spring at SR’s Howarth Park / A3
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