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Leslie Taylor drives home Tuesday to Santa Rosa from her job in San Francisco on Highway 101. In a report released earlier this month, Apartment 
List researchers found Sonoma County super commuters have the highest median yearly salaries among Bay Area cities. 

Hitting the highway 
for big-city paychecks

“That’s one reason why I do it. If I were to work in Santa Rosa,  
that income is so much smaller than in the Bay Area.”
LESLIE TAYLOR, Santa Rosa resident who commutes to San Francisco for better pay

Leslie Taylor left work early 
Tuesday afternoon — before 
Highway 101 became clogged 

by commuter traffic — and it still 
took an hour and a half  to drive 
from her technology job in San 
Francisco’s Mission Bay neighbor-
hood to her apartment near Cod-
dingtown Mall in Santa Rosa.

Sometimes, the drive home can 
take two hours. 

In the morning, she has to get 
up at 4 a.m. and be out the door in 
30 minutes to beat the heavy traffic 
into San Francisco. 

The reasons she endures the 
commuting hassle are higher pay, 
her career opportunity and ability 
to live in Sonoma County near fam-
ily — particularly the money. She 
earns more than $100,000 a year.

“That’s one reason why I do it. If  I 

Sonoma County super commuters say extra hours of driving worth it
INCOME 
BOOSTER 
The median 
income for Bay 
Area workers 
commuting at 
least 90 minutes.

$99,000 
Sonoma County

$90,000 
San Francisco 
and Oakland

$85,750 
Napa

$83,500 
San Jose  
(South Bay)

$65,000 
Sacramento

Source: Apartment 
List report
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Traffic crosses the Golden Gate Bridge in the rain in this view from Sausalito.

House fails 
to override 
Trump veto 
on border 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s declaration 
of  a national emergency at the 
U.S.-Mexico border survived 
a critical vote in the House on 
Tuesday, as Democrats failed to 
muster the necessary two-thirds 
majority to override his veto.

The vote was 248-181, well 
short of  the 288 that would have 
been required. The vote effec-
tively ends — for now — legis-
lative attempts to strike down 
Trump’s national emergency 
declaration. Now the fight over 
his attempt to circumvent Con-
gress to get more money for 
his border wall will shift to the 
courts.

“President Trump can’t take 
taxpayer dollars to build his 
wall without Congress’s per-
mission,” California Attorney 
General Xavier Becerra, a for-
mer congressman who has filed 
a lawsuit to block Trump’s dec-
laration, said following the vote. 
“The 20 states standing with us 

By ERICA WERNER
WASHINGTON POST
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Move to nullify care act riles Dems 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration’s decision to ask 
a federal appeals court to invali-
date the Affordable Care Act has 
given House Democrats a new 
opening to pursue what they see 
as a winning political strategy: 
moving past talk of  impeach-
ment to put kitchen-table issues 
like health care front and center.

The notice to the court, filed 
late Monday by the Justice De-

partment, could not have come 
at a more opportune time for 
Democrats. The finding by Rob-
ert Mueller, the special counsel, 
that there was no evidence of  a 
criminal conspiracy between 
the Trump campaign and Rus-
sia, dashed the hopes of  the 
most partisan Democrats that 
the House would impeach the 
president.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
— who celebrated her 79th birth-
day on Tuesday — had already 
planned to move to change the 
conversation with the unveiling 
of  the Democrats’ own health 
care plan on Tuesday. The bill 
aims to lower health insurance 
premiums, strengthen protec-
tions for people with pre-exist-

ing medical 
conditions and 
ban the sale of  
what Demo-
crats call “junk 
insurance.”

The Justice 
Department’s 
move gave the 
unveiling an 
urgency that 

not even she could have antici-
pated.

“The Republicans did say 
during the campaign that they 
weren’t there to undermine the 
pre-existing condition benefit, 
and here they are, right now, 
saying they’re going to strip 
the whole Affordable Care Act 
as the law of  the land,” Pelosi 

told reporters Tuesday, adding, 
“This is actually an opportunity 
for us to speak to the American 
people with clarity.”

The administration staked out 
its new position in a lawsuit that 
was filed by Republican attor-
neys general in Texas and oth-
er states after Congress failed 
in 2017 to repeal the Affordable 
Care Act, but later reduced the 
law’s tax penalty for people who 
do not have insurance to zero. 
The suit contended that the 
absence of  the real tax penalty 
rendered the law’s “individual 
mandate” — the requirement 
that most Americans have in-
surance — unconstitutional.

By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 
AND ROBERT PEAR
NEW YORK TIMES

Trump adminstration 
seeks court action 
against health coverage
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Council 
leery of 
housing 
accord

Santa Rosa council mem-
bers are looking sideways at a 
$37.5 billion plan to ease the Bay 
Area’s intractable housing cri-
sis, voicing their reluctance to 
subsidize housing development 
in other areas when the city is 
seeking to resolve its own dire 
shortage.

The Santa Rosa City Coun-
cil on Tuesday gave a chilly re-
ception to a set of  10 reforms 
known as the CASA compact. It 
came less than two weeks after 
a panel of  eight local elected of-
ficials announced its opposition 
over the regional plan to boost 
affordable housing — and about 
two months after the Rohnert 
Park City Council booted one of  
its own, Jake Mackenzie, from 
two notable posts for publicly 
backing it.

City representatives and 
planning officials have touted 
recent local efforts to attract 
new housing, such as increasing 
how many units can be built per 
acre, changing local ordinances 
to stimulate the building of  sec-
ondary homes, slashing certain 
development fees and lifting 
limits on downtown building 
heights. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom held up 
Santa Rosa’s housing efforts as 
a paradigm of  “local govern-
ments that do what’s right” in 
his February State of  the State 
address. 

SANTA ROSA » Plan 
would spend $37.5B  
on Bay Area home crisis
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