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KNOX EXONERATED: 
Surprising end to American 
woman’s 8-year legal battle 
over 2007 murder of  her 
roommate in Italy / A3

A report from an arm of  the 
World Health Organization 
has set off a wave of  alarm 
over the safety of  Roundup, 
a weed killer widely used on 
lawns, fields and vineyards in 
Sonoma County.

The International Agency 
for Research on Cancer re-
leased the report last week, la-
beling glyphosate as “probably 
carcinogenic to humans” and 
linking it to non-Hodgkin lym-
phoma in farmworkers. That’s 
created a stir on social media 
over the use of  the chemical, 
the active ingredient in argu-
ably the most popular herbi-
cide on the planet. 

Some residents want the 
herbicide banned. Petitions 
are circulating online, calling 
to ban the use of  Roundup not 

only in vineyards and fields 
but on lawns and gardens.

Windsor Town Council-
woman Deb Fudge on Thurs-
day posted on Facebook a 
link to an online petition to 
ban Roundup nationwide. As 
a breast cancer survivor and 
former hazardous materials 
manager, she said the report 
hit close to home. She also has 
several friends and relatives 
dealing with brain tumors 
and cancer. 

“Humanity is taking too 

Study fuels Roundup safety concerns
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WHO: Herbicide ‘probably 
carcinogenic,’ linked to 
cancer in farmworkers

By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

An Indiana law that could 
make it easier for religious con-
servatives to refuse service to 
gay couples touched off storms 
of  protest Friday from the worlds 
of  arts, business and college ath-
letics and opened an emotion-
al new debate in the emerging 
campaign for president.

Passage of  the Republican- 
led measure, described by ad-
vocates as protecting basic re-
ligious freedom, drew fierce 
denunciations from technology 
companies, threats of  a boycott 
from actors and expressions of  
dismay from the NCAA, which 
will hold its men’s basketball Fi-
nal Four games in Indianapolis 
beginning next weekend.

“We are especially concerned 
about how this legislation could 
affect our student-athletes and 
employees,” said Mark Emmert, 
president of  the NCAA.

By Friday afternoon, influen-
tial national leaders including 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, the 
former secretary of  state, and 
Tim Cook, the chief  executive of  
Apple, had weighed in against 
the law, calling it a disappoint-
ing invitation to discriminate.

Gov. Mike Pence of  Indiana, 
a Republican who has not ruled 

Backlash 
against 
Indiana 

law rises
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Critics say religious freedom 
bill, similar Ark. law invite 

discrimination against gays

By MICHAEL BARBARO 
and ERIK ECKHOLM
NEW YORK TIMES

JEFF ROBERSON / Associated Press, 2011

Glyphosate, an herbicide facing scrutiny, is sold 
by Monsanto under the brand name Roundup.

Ellen Pao

Plaintiff  
loses in 
sex-bias 

trial

SAN FRANCISCO — A jury 
decided Friday that a presti-
gious venture capital firm did 
not discriminate or retaliate 
against a female employee in a 
case that debated gender imbal-
ance and working conditions for 
women in Silicon Valley.

The jury in San Francisco 
reached the verdict after three 
days of  deliberations in a law-
suit filed by Ellen Pao against 
Kleiner Perkins Caufield & 
Byers.

The lawsuit claimed Pao was 
fired when she complained 
about discrimination at the 
firm.

Pao waved quickly to the jury 
as she left the courtroom after 
the verdict was announced.

“I have told my story, and 
thousands of  people have heard 
it. If  I helped to level the playing 
field for women and minorities 
in venture capital, then the bat-
tle was worth it,” she said, add-
ing that she will return to her 
career, family and friends.

The verdict came after a judge 
ordered the panel to resume de-
liberations when a discrepan-
cy was found in the initial vote 
count.

Jurors heard conflicting por-
traits of  Pao during closing 
arguments. Her attorneys said 
she was an accomplished junior 
partner who was passed over for 
a promotion and fired because 
the firm used different stan-
dards to judge men and women.

Kleiner Perkins’ attorney, 
Lynne Hermle, countered that 
Pao failed as an investor at the 
company and sued to get a big 
payout as she was being shown 
the door.

“It never occurred to me for 
a second that a careful and at-
tentive jury like this would find 
either discrimination or retalia-
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By SUDHIN THANAWALA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jury rules Silicon Valley 
venture capital firm did not 

discriminate against Pao

ROUNDUP USES
Some amounts in which 
Roundup was used in 
Sonoma County in 2012:
Wine grapes:  
62,000 pounds
Landscape 
maintenance:  
6,500 pounds
Oats: 350 pounds
Olives: 110 pounds
Apples: 27 pounds
Source: California Department 
of Pesticide Regulation

The giant fans towering over Anderson 
Valley vineyards have stood mostly 
still and silent for years, with farmers 

preferring sprinkler systems to protect their 
grape crops from freezing temperatures in late 
winter and early spring. 

But as the drought has dragged on, Wine 
Country growers seeking to conserve precious 
water supplies and comply with new state 
regulations have increased their reliance on 

fans to battle frost, triggering complaints from 
neighbors over the noise they generate.

A lawsuit filed in Mendocino County Supe-
rior Court is escalating the fight, taking aim at 
the fans as an unchecked nuisance and posing 
a new dilemma for growers navigating an 
increasingly complex landscape of  state and 
local laws and neighborhood concerns. 

The lawsuit, filed by Mark Scaramella, a 
valley resident and managing editor of  the 
iconoclastic Anderson Valley Advertiser 
newspaper, claims the fans near his home 

Frost fans stir up 
debate over noise

Mendocino County lawsuit takes aim at  
wind machines used by grape growers to combat frost
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JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat 

Mark Scaramella says he’s been kept awake at night when vineyard fans just 200 yards from 
his Boonville home were used for frost protection. He has filed a lawsuit over the noise.

By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT


