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65 killed in Pakistan bombing
Taliban faction claims
attack targeted Christians
in crowded park on Easter
By ZARAR KHAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Women comfort each other over the death
of a family member killed in a bomb blast
Sunday in Lahore, Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD — A bombing on
Easter Sunday killed 65 people in a
park in the eastern city of Lahore,
Pakistan, that was crowded with
Christians, including many children.
A breakaway Pakistani faction of

the militant Taliban group claimed
responsibility. Ahsanullah Ahsan,
spokesman for Jamaat-ul-Ahrar,
told the Associated Press that a
suicide bomber with the faction
deliberately targeted the Christian
community.
The explosion took place near
the children’s rides in Gulshane-Iqbal park, local police chief
Haider Ashraf said. He said the
explosion appeared to have been
a suicide bombing, but investigations were ongoing.
The attack killed 65 people and

wounded more than 300, said Deeba Shahnaz, a spokesman for Lahore rescue administration.
Punjab’s chief minister Shahbaz
Sharif announced three days of
mourning and pledged to bring the
perpetrators to justice, said Zaeem
Qadri, a spokesman for the provincial government.
The park was manned by police
and private security guards, police
chief Haider Ashraf said. “We are
in a warlike situation, and there is
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Government
forces recapture
the ancient
city in Syria on
Sunday in an
important victory
over Islamic State
fighters / A6
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“We believe it’s due to the cost of food during that time period. The cost
of food has increased faster than the assistance programs can keep pace with.”
KAREN FIES, assistant director of the Sonoma County Human Services Department

More hungry in county

PARKS CANADA

A genetically pure bison and
its calf roam in the Elk Island
National Park in Canada.

Plains
bison set
for US
return
Herd sent to Canada
over 100 years ago to
roam again in Montana
By MATTHEW BROWN
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Windsor Middle School eigth-graders Danielle Woods, left, and Miranda Heckford pack boxes Friday at the Redwood Empire Food Bank in Santa Rosa.

Uptick of households in need amid lopsided recovery, data shows
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

T

he rising cost of food, coupled with a lopsided economic recovery that has left tens
of thousands of Sonoma County
households still struggling, has led
to greater hunger locally, according to the recently released Sonoma
County Hunger Index for 2015.
The index found that some
70,000 local households — 36 percent
of the county — missed 34 million
meals last year.
Overall, 42 percent of the county’s
food need in 2015 was either filled by

food banks and other programs or
went unmet. That’s a 1 percent increase from the year before.
“What surprises me — even with
the improvements in the economy
— the hunger index still rose by
1 percent in 2015,” said Karen Fies,
assistant director of the Sonoma
County Human Services Department.
County services “provided more
families with assistance and yet we
believe that the number of missed
meals was still higher,” she said.
The ongoing economic recovery
has reduced the number of at-risk
families, defined as those with annu-

al incomes of less than $50,000.
However, for those who continue
to be at-risk, the unmet need was
even greater, leading to the 1 percent increase from 2014 to 2015.
“We believe it’s due to the cost of
food during that time period,” Fies
said. “The cost of food has increased
faster than the assistance programs
can keep pace with.”
The county’s hunger index is calculated by totaling the number of
meals 70,000 low-income families
need according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food Plan —

DISPARITY
IN ZIP CODES
■ As the economy
continues to
recover, the gap
between Sonoma
County’s
wealthiest
communities and
its poorest has
widened, according
to a new analysis
of Census Bureau
data / A4

BILLINGS, Mont. — Descendants of a bison herd captured
and sent to Canada more than
a century ago will be relocated
to a Montana American Indian
reservation next month, in what
tribal leaders bill as a homecoming for a species emblematic of
their traditions.
The shipment of animals
from Alberta’s Elk Island National Park to the Blackfeet
Indian Reservation follows a
2014 treaty among tribes in the
United States and Canada. That
agreement aims to restore bison
to areas of the Rocky Mountains
and Great Plains where millions
once roamed.
“For thousands of years the
Blackfeet lived among the buffalo here. The buffalo sustained
our way of life, provided our
food, clothing, shelter,” Blackfeet Chairman Harry Barnes
said. “It became part of our spiritual being. We want to return
the buffalo.”
The 89 plains bison, also
known as buffalo, will form the
nucleus of a herd that tribal
leaders envision will soon roam
freely across a vast landscape:
the Blackfeet reservation, near-
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WARRIORS MARCH ON: Home-game winning
streak extends as Draymond Green posts his
12th triple-double in team’s win over 76ers. / B1
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