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In Tahoe,
Barren SlopeS

John Doerr

Bias trial
apt to cool
tech firms’
spontaneity
Testimony over who should
get credit for ideas may
spur careful documentaion
By DAVID STREITFELD
and CONOR DOUGHERTY
NEW YORK TI ME S

SAN FRANCISCO — John
Doerr really needed a win, and
late Friday the esteemed venture capitalist got one of the
biggest of his career: a jury’s
complete dismissal of gender
discrimination claims against
his firm, Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers.
But success in the courtroom
is a tricky thing, and Kleiner’s
victory contains perils that his
company still will have to overcome, such as its image as a
boys’ club. There is a less obvious one, too, which is how the
details that came out during
the trial may upend perhaps the
most celebrated aspect of venture capitalism: investing on instinct, almost impulsively.
That possibility arose during
the testimony of Ellen Pao, the
former junior partner who was
suing Kleiner. She testified that
she had discovered Twitter as
a potential investment for the
venture capital firm. But Kleiner disputed that Pao had found
Twitter because she could not
prove it.
“There is not a single piece of
evidence to suggest Ellen Pao
ever sourced Twitter,” Kleiner’s lawyer, Lynne C. Hermle,
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UNSEASONAL SCENERY: Snowboarder Brandon Phillips of Incline Village rides a chairlift past a skimpy patch of snow Thursday on his way to the top of the
School House slope at Diamond Peak in Incline Village. Lack of snow has closed nine of the Tahoe area’s 17 ski resorts, with more set to shut in the coming days.

Lack of snow, low lake a vivid indication of state’s drought
SIERRA
SNOWPACK

By GUY KOVNER
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SACRAMENTO — A former
prison gang kingpin and a black
revolutionary-turned-international fugitive are among 74 inmates who owe their freedom
to a year-old California policy
of granting parole for convicts
who are deemed too old to commit new crimes.
Federal judges in February
2014 told the state to consider
releasing inmates who are at
least 60 years old and have spent
at least 25 years behind bars to
reduce its prison population. All
were sentenced to life terms for
offenses including murder and
kidnapping, though they statistically are among the least likely
to be a public danger regardless
of the crimes they committed.
The Board of Parole Hearings
denied more than two-thirds

TAHOE CITY
ake Tahoe’s tranquil waters
sparkle in the bright sunshine, tots play in the sand
on the town beach and visitors
walk by in shirtsleeves, shorts and
sunglasses near the end of March.
But to Keenan Kelsey of Larkspur,
who’s been coming to the jewel
of the Sierra for 35 years, it’s an
ominous scene.
Many of the mountains ringing
North America’s largest alpine
lake are bare of snow, some are
lightly dusted and only the highest
peaks, like 10,000-foot Heavenly
far across the water on Tahoe’s
south shore, wear a white mantle.
At Tahoe City on the north shore,
vast stretches of bare rocks lie
between Common Beach and the
waterline.
“You know what, it’s scary,”
said Kelsey, whose family owns a
cabin nearby. “It’s scary to watch
the lake recede this far. This
is something you feel helpless
about.”
Similar fears, both rational
and irrational, have been echoed
across the state. A recent Los
Angeles Times op-ed carried the
headline, “California has about
one year of water left. Will you
ration now?” Scientists quickly
lined up to refute the headline,
pointing out the one-year supply
refers to the state’s reservoirs and
that there is likely decades’ worth
of water underground.
Still, there is a renewed push
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New rules free
74 older
state inmates
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With winter snow typically
coating the Sierra Nevada
for most of its 400-mile
length, the range is
California’s largest
reservoir, holding an
average of 15 million
acre-feet of water and
providing 30% of the
supply for farms and cities.
But it’s been four years
since the snowpack was
normal, with the shortfall
getting worse.
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HIGH AND DRY: A couple Wednesday walks alongside a Lake Tahoe pier that
extends out over a dry area of the lake bed at Tahoe City.

Year

% of normal
on April 1

2010
104
2011
171
2012
52
2013
42
2014
25
2015
8*
*Preliminary estimate
Source: State Department
of Water Resources
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The state’s farmers and
ranchers face $1 billion in
drought-related losses over
the next two years / A11

COMING
MONDAY
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

LEFT: An illustration of the Sierra snowpack from March 27, 2011, is in hues of red
and purple, indicating snow depths ranging from about 60 to 300 inches.
RIGHT: The same illustration from Friday shows much less snow, mostly in light- to
medium-blue hues that indicate depths ranging from 2 to 40 inches.

MOTORCYCLIST DIES IN ACCIDENT: Two others
critically injured, including singer-songwriter
Norman Greenbaum, in crash west of SR / B1
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December’s storms left
the North Coast better off
than the rest of the state,
but conservation still is
essential, officials say.
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