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GROWTH SLOWS FOR 
CRAFT BEER:  Report finds 
U.S. industry still robust 
despite slight increase in 
brewer production / B8
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HOUSING IN DEMAND » Families 
flock to new affordable units 
in Fetters Hot Springs.  A3

WARRIORS SCORE 60TH WIN »  
Curry, Golden State hold onto 
early lead to beat Rockets.  C1

TASTE FOR BUBBLY » Wineries  
tap into market for Champagne 
made in French tradition.  D1
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“We’re incredibly sad to give up the name,” said Bill Finkelstein of Santa Rosa, who is treasurer and an executive committee member of the  
Bennett Valley Guild. Amid a nationwide dispute over grange properties, the guild voted to change its name from Bennett Valley Grange. 

Feud over grange halls
BENNETT VALLEY » Historic chapter joins others changing names,  
igniting potential property fight with 150-year-old national group

House 
moves on 
internet 
privacy

Major internet service pro-
viders scored a victory Tuesday 
when the U.S. House narrowly 
voted to repeal privacy rules de-
signed to protect the browsing 
history of  their customers.

The measure, which passed by 
a 215-205 vote, will repeal a rule 
issued by the Federal Commu-
nications Commission last year 
that required 
providers to in-
form their cus-
tomers about 
what type of  
i n f o r m a t i o n 
they collect, 
how they use it 
and with whom 
they share it. 
Internet pro-
viders now will 
also be able 
to enter the 
$83  billion on-
line advertising 
market and use 
a customer’s 
browsing histo-
ry to target their ad strategy. 

The bill has already passed 
the Senate by a 50-48 vote and 
President Donald Trump has in-
dicated he will sign it.

Both local congressmen, Rep. 
Mike Thompson, D-St. Helena, 
and Rep. Jared Huffman, D-San 
Rafael, voted against it.

Local telecom company Son-
ic.net fought a pitched battle 
against overturning the rules, 
which were put in place by the 
Obama administration last year. 

The Santa Rosa-based compa-
ny has carved out a niche com-
peting against Comcast, AT&T 
and Charter Communications 

The meeting hall is known 
to some as the Fort 
Bragg Guild. To others, 

it’s known as the Fort Bragg 
Grange.

When members of  the guild 
arrived Monday evening, they 
found the locks changed and 
doors bolted shut from inside. So 
they broke into the building, be-
lieving it to be the rightful prop-
erty of  the Fort Bragg Guild. 
But members of  the grange say 
the property is theirs.

Deputies with the Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Office respond-
ed but made no arrests, calling 
the issue a “civil dispute.” Own-

ership will likely be decided by 
the courts.

This dispute is not limited to 
the coastal city of  Fort Bragg. 
In Sonoma County and across 
the state of  California, the loy-
alties of  former comrades are 
split between the 150-year-old 
National Grange of  the Order 
of  Patrons of  Husbandry and 
the breakaway California Guild. 

Those loyal to the National 
Grange argue for tradition and 
the authority of  the Washing-
ton, D.C.-based organization 
that lobbies on behalf  of  
agricultural interests and rural 
families. The secessionists of  
the guild contend the national 

Congress veering toward funding showdown

WASHINGTON — Ten legislative days 
before funding would run out, Congress 
is heading toward another government 
shutdown showdown. Democrats and 
many Republicans are likely to refuse to 
go along with President Donald Trump’s 
request for money for a border wall fi-
nanced in part by outsize cuts to medi-
cal research. And the specter of  another 
fight over Planned Parenthood funding is 
also in the offing.

Fresh off the foundering of  the House 
health care bill last week, Trump ap-

pears to be courting 
another disaster. 
To help pay for his 
proposed border 
wall with Mexico, 
Trump has asked 
for $18 billion in 
cuts to domestic 

programs, including many with broad 
bipartisan support, and an addition-
al $1.5  billion in funding as part of  the 
spending bill to keep the government 
open for the rest of  the year.

Among the cuts, the administration 
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Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, center, walks 
with Sen. John Barrasso, left, and Majority Whip John 
Cornyn on March 14 inside the Capitol in Washington. 

Lawmakers vote to repeal 
FCC rule that protects 
users’ browsing history 
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A new sign hangs on the Bennett Valley Guild Hall. A trademark  
infringement lawsuit, won by National Grange of the Order of Patrons 
of Husbandry, forced some North Coast chapters to change their names.

Dane  
Jasper
“The idea that 
your service 
provider can be 
monitoring all 
your use is, frank-
ly, pretty creepy,” 
said Sonic CEO.

NEW EFFORT  
TO REPEAL ACA
Facing pressure from 
conservatives, House 
GOP and Trump reboot 
negotiations to undo 
Affordable Care Act / B3

Trump unwinds climate policies 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump, flanked by compa-
ny executives and miners, signed a 
long-promised executive order on 
Tuesday to nullify President Barack 
Obama’s climate change efforts and 
revive the coal industry, effectively 

ceding U.S. leadership in the inter-
national campaign to curb the dan-
gerous heating of  the planet.

Trump made clear that the United 
States had no intention of  meeting 
the commitments that his predeces-
sor made to curb planet-warming 
carbon dioxide pollution, turning de-
nials of  climate change into national 
policy.

At a ceremony, Trump directed 
the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy to start the complex and lengthy 
legal process of  withdrawing and re-
writing the Obama-era Clean Power 

Plan, which would have closed hun-
dreds of  coal-fired power plants, fro-
zen construction of  new plants and 
replaced them with vast new wind 
and solar farms.

“C’mon, fellas. You know what 
this is? You know what this says?” 
Trump said to the miners. “You’re 
going back to work.”

Throughout the presidential cam-
paign, Trump vowed to roll back 
Obama’s major climate change poli-
cies, a set of  ambitious EPA regula-
tions to curb greenhouse pollution 
from coal-fired power plants. He 

made clear that American leader-
ship in the global campaign against 
climate change would take a back 
seat to his commitment to energy in-
dustry jobs.

With his order to move forward 
with the rollback, climate diplomats 
around the world maneuvered to fill 
the vacuum left by the exit of  the 
globe’s second-biggest climate pol-
luter.

“There are countless countries 
ready to step up and deliver on their 

President signs order seeking 
to revive coal industry,  
rolling back Obama’s efforts
By CORAL DAVENPORT
NEW YORK TIMES
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Other forces may 
limit the effect of 
policy shift / A9


