
Conservation 
remains Key

RAINFALL 
TOTALS
Storms in December 
and February helped 
boost local reservoirs, 
although the North 
Coast is still in a 
“severe” drought. 

 Rainfall 
Year* in inches

2011 33.64 
2012 18.22 
2013 22.61 
2014 12.3 
2015 23.82
30-year 
average 31.7
*Season to date 
July 1-March 25

ONLINE
To read Sunday’s story 
about the shortfall in 
the Sierra snowpack or 
for more photos, go to 
pressdemocrat.com
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SCARCE RESOURCES: Joe Pozzi of Valley Ford says the grass in his fields, though green, should be higher. Ranchers like Pozzi need ample spring rain to produce 
enough grass for their sheep and cattle to graze. The cost of hauling in hay means some ranchers will be forced to sell their animals, he says.

As California confronts its fourth year of  
drought and the window for any significant 
spring rainfall closes, the North Coast has 

more water in storage than a year ago and is in a 
better position than much of  the state to meet its 
supply needs during the traditionally warm, dry 
months ahead. 

Having endured a near-rainless January and 
a fourth consecutive winter with below-normal 
rainfall, local residents can thank several drenching 
days in December and February for bringing season-
to-date rainfall to nearly 24 inches — the most in 
four years and just 8 inches shy of  average for this 
date.

The total was enough to officially downgrade the 
drought in most of  Sonoma County and all of  Men-
docino County from “extreme” to “severe,” accord-
ing to the U.S. Drought Monitor federal index and 
map program. With the Sierra Nevada snowpack 
at a record low, two-thirds of  the state remains in a 
state of  “extreme” or “exceptional” drought. 

That’s not to say, however, that the crisis is 
over on the North Coast, experts said. The strain 
on groundwater — the other major local source 
aside from reservoirs — has managers especially 
concerned. Pumping, by farmers especially, has 
outpaced groundwater replenishment from rainfall 
across much of  the state. Sonoma County’s aquifers, 

while not as heavily tapped as those in the Central 
Valley, for example, are still under significant pres-
sure. Conservation will continue to be key, water 
managers said.

“We’re not out of  this thing by any stretch of  the 
imagination, that’s for sure,” said Jay Jasperse, 
chief  engineer and director of  groundwater man-
agement for the Sonoma County Water Agency, 
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MAKING A SPLASH: Ryan Clark of Claremont plays with 
his nieces Stella, 4, right, and Pippa, 2, on the Russian River at 
Johnson’s Beach in Guerneville. 

DROUGHT ON NORTH COAST

Region better off than rest of state, but crisis far from over
By MARY CALLAHAN
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Scientist says safety is always top priority 
but that she would let her child play / C1
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Effort to erase ‘squaw’ names drags on

Grant County, a mountainous patch of  
eastern Oregon, has few Native Ameri-
cans, but maps point to a different past, 
marking a spring, a rock, three meadows 
and several creeks with “squaw” in their 
names.

Calling the term offensive, nearby 
tribes have asked for name changes, and 
state law is on their side. But what may 
seem like a simple matter has turned into 
a dispute with the county’s white leaders 
that has dragged on for years, and may 
have years to go. Oregon and many oth-

er states have learned the hard way that 
erasing objectionable place names is 
slow and difficult at best, risks opening 
old wounds, and can divide people along 
racial lines over what is offensive and 
whose history the names should reflect.

“I really didn’t think it would be this 
hard,” said Teara Farrow Ferman, man-
ager of  cultural resource programs for 
the Confederated Tribes of  the Umatilla 
Indian Reservation. “I didn’t think that 
we would still be disputing this after so 
much time.”

The county agreed to change most of  
the names, but it would not accept the In-
dian names proposed by the tribes.

“When somebody says because we’re 
not embracing the Umatilla names, that’s 
racist — that couldn’t be further from the 
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Teara Farrow Ferman stands in front of a creek she 
sought to have renamed in Pendleton, Ore.

Oregon push to change place names 
impeded by divisions, bureaucracy

By RICHARD PÉREZ-PEÑA
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO SQUAW, PAGE A5

High court 
may weigh in 
on flag shirts

WASHINGTON — A Bay Area 
school dispute that arose when 
students wore shirts embla-
zoned with the American flag on 
Cinco de Mayo could prompt the 
Supreme Court to take a new 
look at the free-speech rules for 
high schools.

Ever since students protest-
ed the Vietnam War by wearing 
black armbands, the justices 
have said the First Amendment 
protects the rights of  students to 
peacefully protest at school, so 
long as their actions do not lead 
to a “substantial disruption.”

In recent years, howev-
er, some school officials have 
moved to curtail political fash-
ion statements such as wearing 
T-shirts with Confederate flags 
or anti-gay slogans. They have 
argued that some limits were 
necessary to avoid offending 
other students and possibly pro-
voking violence.

On Friday, the justices met to 
decide on hearing a case asking 
whether a school official’s fear 
of  violence justified disciplining 
students for wearing American 
flags on their shirts.

The appeal in Dariano v. Mor-

By DAVID G. SAVAGE
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Arab 
nations 
to join 
forces

CAIRO — The Arab states said 
Sunday that they had agreed to 
form a combined military force 
to counter both Iranian influ-
ence and Islamist extremism, a 
gesture many analysts attribut-
ed in large part to their drive for 
more independence from Wash-
ington.

The agreement came as U.S. 
and other Western diplomats 
in Lausanne, Switzerland, were 
racing to beat a self-imposed 
deadline of  Tuesday to reach 
a deal with Iran that would re-
strict its nuclear program in ex-
change for the removal of  eco-
nomic sanctions. In response, 
Saudi Arabia and other U.S. 
allies in the region have made 
clear that they are seeking to 
bolster independent regional 
security measures because they 
see the proposed accord as a be-
trayal of  Washington’s commit-
ment to their security.

Regardless of  Iran’s nuclear 
program, they complain, the 
deal would do nothing to stop 
Iran from seeking to extend its 
influence around the region by 
backing favored factions, as it 
has done in Lebanon, Iraq, Bah-
rain and Yemen.

Many of  the Arab nations, in-
cluding Egypt, Jordan and most 
of  the Persian Gulf  monarchies, 
have thrown their support be-
hind a Saudi Arabia-led cam-
paign of  airstrikes to counter 
advances by the Iranian-backed 
Houthi movement in Yemen; 
Washington is providing only 
intelligence and logistical sup-
port, but Saudi Arabia is lead-
ing the bombing while Egypt, 
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By DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK
NEW YORK TIMES

Joint military unit to counter 
terror threats seen as way 
to lessen reliance on US

FATAL CRASH UPDATE Pair remain in critical condition after wreck near SR Empire

FINAL FOUR SET
Seventh-seeded Michigan State advances in surprise win;  
Kentucky, Wisconsin, Duke clinch NCAA spots Sports
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