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Actress honored for role as Helen Keller, 
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STATE MINIMUM WAGE DEAL » 
Local reaction mixed on plan 
to raise hourly pay to $15. A3

BADMINTON BATTLEGROUND » 
Santa Rosa High teammates’  
rivalry raises their game. C1

DIPPING AND DINING » Japanese 
shabu-shabu meal features 
fresh ingredients, hot broth. D1

Justices’ 
tie gives 
unions 
victory

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court handed organized 
labor a major victory Tuesday, 
deadlocking 4-4 in a case that 
had threatened to cripple the 
ability of  public-sector unions 
to collect fees from workers who 
chose not to join and did not 
want to pay for the unions’ col-
lective bargaining activities.

It was the starkest illustration 
yet of  how the sudden death 
of  Justice Antonin Scalia last 
month has blocked the power of  
the court’s four remaining con-
servatives to move the law to the 
right.

A ruling allowing workers 
to refuse to pay the fees would 
have been the culmination of  
a decadeslong campaign by a 
group of  prominent conser-
vative foundations aimed at 
weakening unions that repre-
sent teachers and other public 
employees. Tuesday’s deadlock 
denied them that victory, but 
it set no precedent and left the 
door open for further challenges 
once the Supreme Court is back 
at full strength.

When the case was argued in 
January, the court’s conserva-
tive majority seemed ready to 
say that forcing public workers 
to support unions they had de-
clined to join violates the First 
Amendment. Scalia’s questions 
were consistently hostile to the 
unions.

His death changed the balance 

Deadlock OKs collection 
of dues from workers 
who don’t wish to join

By ADAM LIPTAK
NEW YORK TIMES
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Sonoma County gets tougher on tobacco

After nearly a year of  vehe-
ment opposition from Sonoma 
County retailers, the Board of  
Supervisors on Tuesday unani-
mously approved sweeping new 
anti-tobacco regulations aimed 
at making cigarettes more ex-

pensive and more difficult for 
minors to obtain.

The new laws make Sonoma 
County the first local govern-
ment in California to establish a 
price floor for cigarettes, county 
officials said. Beginning Jan. 1, 
2018, cigarettes must sell for a 
minimum of  $7 a pack.

The ordinance, which will 
be phased in between now and 
2018, also takes aim at big tobac-
co companies that county offi-
cials argue market their prod-
ucts directly to people under 18. 

“This is the right thing to do 

for the county,” said Chairman 
Efren Carrillo. “Smoking to-
bacco is bad. I think we can all 
agree that the cost to the health 
care system and public health is 
not good.”

In addition to the price floor, 
the new county rules will re-
quire roughly 140 retailers out-
side city limits to purchase an 
annual tobacco retail license by 
July 1 of  this year. The price is 
not yet set, but county officials 
are recommending an annual 
license fee of  $350 per store for 
the first two years. The price 

could go up after that.
The ordinance also classifies 

electronic cigarettes as tobacco 
products. New tobacco shops 
now are banned within 1,000 feet 
of  schools, and existing retailers 
near schools can only transfer 
their licenses to immediate fam-
ily members. Retailers found 
selling to minors will have their 
licenses suspended. If  there are 
four or more violations in five 
years, licenses will be revoked.

The premise behind the cam-

By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Supervisors’ regulations 
will hike cigarette costs, 
hinder access by minors
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Corey Lewandowski
Donald Trump’s presidential 
campaign manager

Top Trump 
aide charged 
in assault

Donald J. Trump’s presiden-
tial campaign manager, Corey 
Lewandowski, was charged 
with battery Tuesday by the po-
lice in Jupiter, Fla., who said he 
had grabbed a reporter earlier 
this month as she tried to ask 
Trump a question.

His formal arrest was detailed 
in a police report that cited new 
security-camera images of  the 
incident, which show Lewand-
owski roughly pulling the re-
porter, Michelle Fields, out of  
his way — despite his vigorous 
denials that he had ever touched 
her and his repeated attacks on 
her credibility.

Lewandowski, who turned 
himself  in on the misdemeanor 

By MAGGIE HABERMAN 
AND MICHAEL M. GRYNBAUM
NEW YORK TIMES
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“There’s nobody happy about this whole thing. (But) we’re happy 
the season’s finally open, and we’ll see what we can get.”
STAN CARPENTER, president of the Fishermen’s Marketing Association of Bodega Bay

It’s finally crab season

LONG ROAD TO MARKET

The Dungemess crab season normally opens Nov. 15 south of the Mendocino County line  
but was delayed by an outbreak of harmful algae and a related neurotoxin called domoic acid. 
The closure meant crabbers missed out on the lucrative holiday season. State regulators earlier 
this month notified commercial crabbers they could begin harvesting the succulent crustaceans 
last Saturday. Fish processors and fishermen in Bodega Bay, Half Moon Bay and San Francisco 
all agreed by late Tuesday morning to start the season at $2.90 a pound. Crab should hit local 
markets by the weekend, fishermen say. 

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Justin Davis, skipper of the Night Wind, says goodbye to his wife, Deserie, and son Ivan on Tuesday as his crew prepares to head out crabbing 
from Spud Point Marina in Bodega Bay after months of delay.

BODEGA BAY

Long-idled fishermen settled Tuesday on an 
opening price for Dungeness crab, transform-
ing Bodega Harbor into a beehive of  activity 

as they streamed out to open waters to begin the 
commercial crabbing season at last.

Radiating relief  and even cheer as they stocked 
up for the sleepless days and nights ahead, cap-
tains and deckhands wasted no time leaving the 
docks once stakeholders at the state’s major ports 
reached agreement on a price. 

Crab should hit local markets by the weekend, 
lured by thousands of  traps baited with chunks of  
squid and mackerel cut up while still frozen on the 
docks Tuesday.

“We’re just happy to go to work,” said Mark 
Gentry, a 30-year veteran of  the fishery, who had 
only to finish pumping fuel into the tank of  his 
boat, Rampage, before he and his crew could depart 
Spud Point Marina on Tuesday afternoon.

“Ready to go play,” said Sean Amoroso, captain of  
the Donna Mia. “Ready to play and get a paycheck.”

The state’s Dungeness crab catch is typically val-
ued above $60 million, peaking in 2011-12 at $95.5 mil-
lion. Crabbers make the vast majority of  their 
income in the season’s first few weeks. The opening 
price agreed to Tuesday is $2.90 a pound, just under 
the $3 at which they started the 2014-15 season.

The Donna Mia heads out to open water to drop crab pots Tuesday in Bodega Bay.  
“Ready to go and play,” Donna Mia’s captain Sean Amoroso said before departing 
from Spud Point Marina. “Ready to play and get a paycheck.” 

BODEGA BAY

After delay, fishermen settle on opening price, head out to sea
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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